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Galen community gathers in
solidarity for Refugee Week

Staff and students stood in solidarity last Thursday 22nd June 
by participating in a ‘Circle of Silence’. The Circle of Silence 
was an opportunity for the Galen community to express 
support for people seeking asylum, and encourage reflection 
and discussion about the treatment of refugees and people 

Over the last three weeks the Galen community has donated 
much needed goods in support of the work of St Vincent de 
Paul. The Galen Social Justice Group and St Vincent de Paul 
would like to thank you all for your contribution of non-
perishable items and money donations to buy blankets for 

seeking asylum in our communities, as part of Global Refu-
gee Week. Our stand in solidarity provided an opportunity 
for staff and students to be part of a united Catholic voice 
across the country, calling for a more just and humane wel-
come of people seeking asylum in the Australian community.

Vinnies Winter Appeal
those in need in the Wangaratta area. On Wednesday 21st 
June, our Social Justice Leaders presented Robert Waterman, 
Doreen Holmes and Loris Fletcher (St Vincent de Paul 
representatives) with the donated goods.
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What’s On
• Mon June 26-30: Yr 10 Work Experience
• Tues June 27 - Staff PD at Catholic College 
  Wodonga (Student Free Day)
• Wed June 28 - Vinnies Casual Clothes Day
• Fri June 30 - Last Day of Term 2
• Mon July 17 - Start of Term 3
• Thurs July 20 - Yr 10 Shape Your Destiny
• Thurs July 20 - Yr 9 Power to Persist
• Mon July 24-26: Yr 9 Guest Author: Scot 
  Gardner
• Wed July 26 - VCE/VCAL (2018) Info Night
• Thurs July 27 - AMT Maths Comp
• Thurs Aug 3 - Yr 10 Recommitment Day 
  (student free day)
• Wed Aug 9 - Year 10 (2018) Info Night
• Mon Aug 14 - Year 10 Formal practise
• Tues Aug 15 - Year 10 Formal
• Wed Aug 16 - STEM Expo
• Sat Aug 19 - Santa Teresa group leave
• Thurs Aug 24 - Founders’ Day
• Thurs Aug 24 - Year 12 Reconnect
• Sat Aug 26 - Santa Teresa group return
• Wed Aug 30 - Grade 6 Testing Day
• Thurs Aug 31-Sep 1: Yr 10 Camp
• Thurs Aug 31 - Injections Yr 11 & 12
• Tues Sep 5-6: Resilience Project
•  Wed Sep 6-8: Galen Band Tour
• Thurs Sep 7 - Yr 9 Forensic Science
• Mon Sep 11-14: Yr 12 VCAL Placement
• Thurs Sep 14 - Parent/Teacher Evening
• Fri Sep 15 - Parent/Teacher Morning 
  (student free day)
• Mon Sep 18-22: Yr 12 VCAL Placement
• Mon Sep 18-19: Resilience Project
• Wed Sep 20-22: Italian Camp
• Fri Sep 22 - Last day of Term 3
• Mon Oct 9 - Start of Term 4
• Mon Oct 9-11: Year 12 Practice Exams
• Tues Oct 17 - Yr 9 Night of Notables 6pm
• Tues Oct 17 - VCE Arts/Tech Exhibition 
   at 7pm

View the calendar on your 
smartphone or online: 

www.galen.vic.edu.au/events

From the Principal

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 10.00am - 6.00pm
Thursday: 1.00pm - 5.00pm

Direct Line: 03 5723 8320
uniform.shop@galen.vic.edu.au

Uniform Shop will be closed on 
Tuesday 5th & Tuesday 20th June.

Student Absences

Phone: 5721 6322 or email:
absences@galen.vic.edu.au

Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,
 

Some important information regarding Term 3

Mr Patrick Arcuri will be taking on the role of Acting Principal for weeks 1 – 5 
while I fill in as the Catholic Education Office’s Acting Secondary Consultant to 
the Catholic secondary schools in the Sandhurst Diocese. 

I have agreed to fill this interim position because the person who normally fills 
this role, Mrs Leonie Irwin, is on personal leave to care for her husband, Peter, 
who has been suffering for some time with terminal MND and is now in need of 
fulltime care from Leonie. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with Leonie, 
Peter and their family at this most difficult time.

I will still be at Galen for 1 day a week during this time and the other 4 days a 
week I will be in my interim role supporting the other Sandhurst secondary 
schools.

We are truly blessed at Galen with a strong Leadership Team that enables me to 
take on this temporary role knowing that Galen will be in strong and capable 
hands. After consultation with our Canonical Administrator, Fr Mike, the Director 
of Catholic Education, Mr Paul Desmond, and the three Galen Deputy Principals, 
Ms Genevieve O’Reilly, Ms Marie Salinger and Mr Arcuri, these arrangements will 
be looked at in 5-week blocks and amended according to Galen’s need and Ms 
Irwin’s situation. Should I be required in the interim Consultant’s role beyond the 
middle of next term, then Ms O’Reilly will take over as Acting Principal for weeks 
6-10.

This arrangement requires a slight re-shuffle of other senior positions until I 
return full time to Galen. The Acting Deputy Principal – Staff & Students will be 
Mr Jim Samon and the Acting Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity will be Ms 
Deb Doyle.

In the interests of stability in the leadership of the Junior, Middle and Senior 
Schools, the three Directors – Ms Wendy Chuck, Mr Rob Walker and Mr Mick 
Grogan – will remain in their current roles.

Galen is going through an exciting phase at present that started 18 months ago 
with construction of the new Senior School. We are currently re-building the 
new Junior School, new Library & ICT Resource Centre, and the new Wellbeing 
Centre and our chapel will be completely re-furbished later this year. We have 
launched our new 3-year School Improvement Plan “New Horizons” and we are 
close to finalizing the recommendations and actions from the 2-year curriculum 
review. The senior leaders at Galen have all been integral in the planning and 
development of these school improvements and are well positioned to see them 
through to completion over the coming months.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about these 
arrangements.
 
Regards,
Bernard Neal - Principal
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Senior School News
Mick Grogan - Senior School Director

It was very pleasing to see that all of the senior students 
approached their exams conscientiously and responsibly. 
The official Exam Supervisors commented upon the level of 
co-operation and maturity displayed by students doing the 
GAT exam. Teachers supervising Year 11 exams were generally 
pleased with the sensible approach exhibited by students. 
Exams are a significant part of assessment and students can 
greatly improve their overall standing with a strong exam 
performance.
Second semester subjects commenced on Monday, 19th 
June. It is important that all students reflect on their progress 
so far in 2017 and consider how they might improve in the 
second semester. It is also an opportunity to renew their work 
ethic in the classroom and commitment to study beyond the 
school day. The holidays are approaching and while this is an 
opportunity to relax and take a break, it is also important for 
students to include adequate time to keep abreast of their 
academic work-load.

Congratulations are extended to Ryan Holt whose Year 12 End 
of Year Hoodie design was vote the most popular. 
Congratulations are also extended to Jacob Motha (pictured 
second from left below) who was awarded Athlete of the Year 
in Clay Target Shooting at the Bendigo Academy of Sport.

Students are encouraged to consider attending the upcoming 
Open Days at the Universities and Colleges. Information about 
these dates has been emailed out in the Careers Bulletin 
produced by Peter Girolami.

Chelsea qualifies to 
dance her way to UK

Congratulations to Chelsea Boyer (Year 11) who has 
qualified in UDO National Street Dance, to go to the U.K 
to represent Australia in 2018 in Glasgow. She is currently 
working on fundraising 
so that she will be able 
to go next year in Au-
gust. Chelsea also won a 
full scholarship to attend 
an Xchange Dance Tour 
in a major Australian city 
in September 2017. She 
will perform in the tour 
and hopefully win a full-
time scholarship to go 
overseas or in Australia. 

The 14th Stitched Up Textile Festival will be held in and 
around Wangaratta during July 8-16, 2017 and will show-
case a raft of textile exhibitions and events.  While many 
events start before and finish after the festival dates, they 
all come together during the Stitched Up Textile Festival 
July 8-16 as we celebrate the diverse range of textile pur-
suits, come together to share and learn textile techniques, 

enjoy stunning exhibitions and immerse ourselves in the 
rich textile history of Wangaratta.  

There will also be Galen student work displayed as a part of 
this festival including Year 8 cushions, and some of the Year 
9 Mini Quilts. These will be on display in Gallery 2.

www.stitchedupfestival.com

Stitching a Story – Wangaratta Stitched Up Textile Festival 2017
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Middle School News
Rob Walker - Middle School Director

Congratulations
Well done to the Discovery students on the ‘Night of the 
Notables’. It was great to see all the students so well 
prepared in front of such a huge audience of parents. 

Year 10s need to be congratulated on completing their first 
formal exam period. Good luck also to the year 10s with work 
experience in the last week of school. 

There are some really important information nights 
occurring next term so students and parents please 
take note: 
• Year 9 students the 2018 Year 10 information night is 
   Wednesday August 9. 
• Year 10 students the 2018 VCE/VCAL information 
   night is Wednesday July 26. 

This term Indonesian students from Year 7 to Year 10 have 
been busy preparing for the Regional and State Finals of the 
Sayembara Lisan Speaking Competition. The state final was 
held at the Sidney Myer Asia Centre in Melbourne on Satur-
day 3rd June. This annual competition is an initiative of the 
Victorian Indonesian Teachers Association, and is supported 
by University of Melbourne and the Asia Institute. 
The students were required to speak for approximately 5 to 
10 minutes in Indonesian, answering rehearsed and 
unrehearsed questions about a range of topics including: 
school, family, friends, their house and 
pets. Indonesian teachers Meg Webster 
and Annette Walker, were both very 
impressed with the level of dedication 
the students displayed, their motivation 
to attend several lunchtime rehearsals 
and their overall love for the language. 
“Their pronunciation and ability to 
memorise their speeches is incredible. 
We are so proud that they are willing 
to participate in such a challenging 
competition. It can be extremely 
daunting speaking in front of people 
you don’t know, especially in a second 
language”, said Meg Webster.
The finalists who qualified for the 
State competition were: Matilda 
Drage, Ebony Watson, Arif Khan, Kiona 
Gottschling, Brooke Watson, Adam 
Walker, Aleeta Carmody, Lydia 
Wooldrage and Mietta Habets. 

Sayembara Lisan State Speaking Competition

Dates to Remember for term 3
• July 20th: Year 10 Shape Your Destiny Careers 
   Information Periods 1-4
• July 20th: Year 9 Power to Persist Careers Information 
   Periods 5&6
• July 26th: VCE/VCAL (2018) Information Night (YEAR 10 
   STUDENTS)
• July 27th: AMT Maths Competition
• Aug 3rd: Year 10 Recommitment Day (STUDENT FREE DAY 
   FOR YR 10s)
• Aug 9th: Yr 10 (2018) Information Night (YEAR 9 STUDENTS)
• Aug 15th: Year 10 Formal
• Aug 24th: Founders Day
• Aug 31st: Year 10 Camp
• Sep 1st: Year 10 Camp
• Sep 6, 7 & 8: Galen Band Tour
• Sep 14th: Parent Teachers interviews
• Sep 15th: Parent Teachers Interviews (STUDENT FREE DAY)

(Back: L– R): Lydia Wooldrage, Aleeta Carmody, Arif Khan, Kiona Gottschling, (Front: 
L-R) Mietta Habets & Brooke Watson 

(Absent: Matilda Drage, Ebony Watson & Adam Walker

Students who won awards this year were: 

• Year 9: Arif Khan (3rd place in the state of Victoria)
• Year 8: Brooke Watson (Highly Commended)
• Year 7: Mietta Habets (Highly Commended)

Congratulations to all students who participated in 
this event. 
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Calling All Maths Students:
The Australian Mathematics

Competition is July 27th!

The Australian Maths Competition (AMC) is for 
students of all levels and will be held this year on 
Thursday 27th July. Students are required to solve 
30 problems in 75 minutes and the problems are 
designed to test mathematical thinking rather than 
focus on calculations themselves, meaning that 
the questions are designed to be answered just as 
quickly without a calculator as with one. The prob-
lems become more difficult as the students’ com-
plete activities, so that by the end of the paper they 
are challenging to even the most skilled students. 
This is an excellent opportunity for all students to 
apply their skills, extend their understandings, solve 
problems and get some valuable ‘test condition’ 
practice.  An enthusiastic 40 students are already 
registered for the 2017 AMC but entries will need 
to close on Friday 30th June, so please email Nicole 
Nixon if you are interested in participating in this 
year’s AMC. 

Hume Cross Country
Congratulations to our Hume Cross Country team who competed on a beautiful day at Winton. All competitors ran well, 
completing the new course in good times.  Congratulations to Meg Allen, Charlie Young, Maddy O’Keefe, and Maya 
Ackroyd who have qualified to represent Galen at the State Championships in July next term in Melbourne. Thank you to 
all students who participated for their co-operative behavior, and to Will Nolan who helped manage the team on the day. 

Maths News
CAT: Computational and 

Algorithmic Thinking 
Competition Results 2017

On Tuesday 21st March 28 students from Years 7, 8, 9 & 10 sat the 
Australian Mathematics Trust CAT paper. The Computational and 
Algorithmic Thinking (CAT) competition is a one-hour problem-
solving competition which seeks to identify computer programming 
potential—something which students might not normally have an 
opportunity to demonstrate in class and is suitable for any year level. 
No prior experience in computer programming is necessary as the 
structure of the test moves from quick to solve and highly approach-
able tasks through to challenging and complex processes. The test 
is designed to demonstrate a student’s ability to accurately perform 
procedures, use logical thought, and attempt challenging problems.  
We are very proud of all students who participated in the CAT, and we 
congratulate the 8 students who were awarded Credit certificates- 
Callum Schultz, Caitlin Somerville, Angus Cotton and Liam Simonetti 
from Yr 7,  Erin Chadban from Yr 8, Lachlan Carboon from Yr 9,  and 
Nathan Chadban and Tristan Roleff from Yr 10.  All students were 
presented with their awards at Year Level assemblies and we look 
forward to watching them achieve great things in the future.
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Senior School (2018) Info Night 
for current Year 10 students
• Date: Wednesday 26th July
• Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm
• Venue: Stadium

Attention Year 
9 & 10 parents

& students!

Make sure you pencil in the following dates...

JULY

26

AUG

9

Both Info Nights will showcase VCE/VCAL & VET at Galen. 
Also look out for: ATEL, GOTafe, CSU, La Trobe and more!

Year 10 (2018) Info Night
for current Year 9 students
• Date: Wednesday 9th August
• Time: 6.30pm-8.30pm
• Venue: Stadium
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Year 7 students recently 
made icecream as part 
of their States of Matter 
unit of work. They got to 
test out their stamina and 
muscles as they shook 
their tins full of bagged 
up icecream mix, salt and 
ice. With the temperature 
inside the tin dropping to 
-10C they quickly made 
their icecream treat! Even 
Mr Arcuri popped in to 
help some groups out, 
hoping to get a taste... 
The students weren’t too 
keen on sharing though! 

Talent Quest donations go to
Timor Leste and Santa Teresa

At a recent Senior School assembly funds raised from the 
Anything Goes Talent Quest at the end of Term 1 were of-
ficially handed over to the Timor Leste and Santa Teresa Im-
mersion groups. $2000 was raised from the Talent Quest, with 
$1000 going to Timor and $1000 going toward Santa Teresa 
in mid Term 3. Thank you very much to all those who bought 
tickets for our Talent Quest, your donations will go directly 

toward the rebuilding of the school at Abafala in Timor and 
into community projects in Santa Teresa.

To gain an insight into the experiences of students who 
attended the Timor Leste Immersion, simply go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xue7kyR4uWk&t=16s
Don’t forget to like and subscribe!

The science of icecream!
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On Tuesday 23rd May the Year 7 girls got the chance to show 
us how a champion team plays- and the resulting win was a 
bonus!  The girls were undefeated on the day, making it into 
the Grand final demonstrating great skills, fabulous team-
work and such a positive attitude I couldn’t have been more 
proud of them.  It was so impressive to see them adjusting to 
different player combinations and positions, and the support 
from the girls both on and off the court was fabulous- the 

Year 7 Girls Upper Hume Netball Winners!

girls’ excellent sportsmanship and courtesy shown to the 
other school teams and officials on the day was exemplary.  
Thanks to Sheridyn Green (Year 11 VET Sport & Rec Student) 
who was our Team Manager for the day and to the girls- An-
drea, Charli, Claire, Ella, Isabel, Maddi, Millie, Millie, Sophie 
and Tamika- congratulations! You so deserved the win and 
let’s do it all again next term! 

Nicole Nixon

On Friday 16th June, our Year 7-10 Girls Badminton teams 
participated in the Upper Hume competition at the Barr 
Reserve. The girls conducted themselves in an exemplary 
manner on the day, showing good sportsmanship and 
improving on their skills throughout the day.  

Upper Hume Badminton
The Intermediate team came a close 2nd in their competition, 
Year 8 girls came 5th and the Year 7 girls came 4th.  All girls 
gave up their pupil free day sleep in, to represent their school 
and thoroughly enjoyed playing– a great effort!
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On Thursday 1st June the Galen Catholic College Boys Year 9 
& 10 soccer team travelled to Wodonga (La Trobe University) 
to participate in the Upper Hume soccer competition.
The Galen Boys were placed in POOL A and were scheduled 
to play two games.
The first game saw Galen take on the highly rated Wodonga 
Middle Years College. The first half was a battle of the mid-
field as Josh Masters and Joel McGennisken tried to create 
space in the crowed midfield area. Through some hard work 
in the forward line Ethan Whiley was able to get behind the 
Wodonga defence and find the back of the net to put Galen 
up 1-0. However not long after Galen were up the Wodonga 
boys scored an equalizer to put the score at 1-1. In the second 
half Galen used their skills more and wide players such as Tim 
Seeger, Henry Silva and Will Gulbin were getting out wide on 
the flanks and stretching the Wodonga defence. As a result, 
Josh Masters scored a beautiful goal as did Joel McGennisken. 
Galen finished the game with a 3 – 1 win.

In the second game Galen played against Wodonga Senior 
Secondary College who had earlier beaten Wodonga middle 
years college 2 – 1. Therefore, the winner of this game would 
play off in the grand final against the winner of POOL B. It was 
a very close game in the first half, both teams were trying to 
get the ascendancy. Sam Berenger in goal was playing 
beautifully making some great saves and he was supported 
by Mitch Carson and Nathan Lee. Josh Walker had the 
important task to stop the Wodonga key forward and he 
certainly did that for the entire game. Ethan Whiley once 
again was able to get away from his defender and score the 
winning goal midway through the second half. Galen won 
the game 1 – 0.

The grand final was to be played against Catholic College 
Wodonga. They were the winners of POOL B and were also 
undefeated. Galen and Catholic College Wodonga have 
always had a history of playing some tight grand finals in this 
stage of the competition.  
Catholic College Wodonga boasted 5 players that play in the 
Murray United representative team and our boys knew that 
they had to play at their best.
Unfortunately Galen did not start the game off well and were 
1 - 0 down after the first half. In the second half Captain Josh 
Masters and fellow midfielder Joel McGennisken increased 
their work rate and pressured the opposition into mistakes. 
James O’Callaghan also increased his intensity on the park by 
providing an option up forward.
Defenders Josh Walker and Nathan Lee were very solid in the 
centre of defence while wing backs Mitch Carson, Henry Silva 
and Ryan Cole struggled to get forward as they were attacked 
on both flanks. Galen finished the game losing 2 - 0.

Overall the boys played well throughout the tournament and 
were unfortunate to not go through to the next stage. The 
team consisted of the following players; Sam Berenger, Henry 
Silva, Ryan Cole, Nathan Lee, Max Grant, Sebastian Giglio, Tim 
Seeger, Will Gulbin, James O’Callaghan, Xavier Loki, Harry 
Lindsey, Josh Walker, Mitch Carson, Ethan Whiley, Josh Mas-
ters and Joel McGennisken. 
Thank you to the helpers on the day Adam Jordan and Jack 
Molinaro. Special thank you to Tomarsh Loki who organized 
the team with selection and training.

Pat Arcuri

Year 9/10 Boys Soccer
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On the 16th June the year 7 boys football team played in a 3 
game round robin tournament in Wangaratta. 
Their first game against Wangaratta High was a nice way to 
ease into the day with a convincing win, especially against 
the cross-town rivals.  The most impressive part of the win 
was the boy’s willingness to share the footy and involve 
their team mates and this showed with 8 individual goal 
scorers, James Kelly and Joel Steegstra both kicked 2 for a 
final score of 11.10.76 to zero. 
Better players were: Joel Smith, Will Sharp, Pat Wright & 
Fraser Ladgren.

The second game was very similar to the first with the boys 
playing great team footy against Wodonga Middle Years to 
come away with the win 8.8.56 to 2.2.14. Again, the goal 
scoring was shared around, Harry Nolan finished with 3 and 
the other multiple goal scorer was Jett Roberts with 2. 
Better players were Harry Nolan, Jett Roberts and Oliver 
Scalzo. 
The final game was against Catholic College Wodonga who 
had beaten the other 2 sides quite convincingly making this 
the final to see who would progress through to the next 
stage. The boys had control of the football in the first half 
but unfortunately couldn’t capitalise kicking 1.4 to CCW’s 2 

goals straight. The half time break was a chance to rest for 
the boys and they were asked the question as to whether 
they wanted another day off school? Well it was clear they 
did as they responded coming from behind to win 5.7.37 to 
3.2.20. Both sides played a terrific brand of football and it 
was an exciting game to watch for all. 
Will Oates was terrific across half back stopping many 
entries, Joel Smith and Waitai Tua were strong and hard 
stood up as they had all day, and a position change in the 
last half brought out the best in Logan Wright in the final 
game.

Overall with 3 wins for the day, the boys should be very 
proud of themselves not only for their efforts on field but 
also their behaviour, respect and sportsmanship shown on 
the day. I have mentioned a few of the boys here in the 
article but on the day every one of them impressed me at 
some stage of the day with their attitude toward playing or 
sitting out for someone else, as well as their football skills. 
I would like to thank Will Nolan for his assistance on the day 
and also our professional runner Josh Coonan. 

Tom Anson

Year 7 Boys Footy



www.galen.vic.edu.au    |    11

Free meningococcal ACWY 
vaccine for Years 10, 11 and 12

In 2017 the Victorian Secondary School Vaccine Program 
will offer free meningococcal ACWY vaccine to students 
in Years 10, 11 and 12. The vaccine provides protection 
against four strains of meningococcal disease (ACWY) and 
is administered as a single dose.
Parents/guardians of Year 10, 11 and 12 students should 
look out for the Meningococcal ACWY Secondary School 
Vaccine Program consent card coming home from school 
with your child. You need to read the information, 
complete and return the card regardless of whether your 
child is being vaccinated at school.
Adolescents are at increased risk of meningococcal 
disease. Although uncommon, it can become life-
threatening, very quickly. There are different strains of 
meningococcal bacteria known by letters of the alphabet, 
including meningococcal A, B, C, W and Y. In recent years, 
the meningococcal W strain has increased across Aus-
tralia, with Victoria experiencing 11 cases to date in 2017 
and 48 cases in 2016, compared to 17 cases in 2015, four 
in 2014 and one in 2013. It is now the predominant strain 
in Victoria. 
The Rural City of Wangaratta immunisation service may 
contact you about the meningococcal ACWY vaccine 
program. Schools are authorised to provide basic parent/
guardian contact details to local councils for this purpose. 
Contact the school by 7 June 2017 if you do not want 
your contact details given to the Rural City of Wangaratta 
immunisation service. To learn more about meningococ-
cal disease, the meningococcal ACWY vaccine and how 
you can prepare your child for vaccination, visit: 
betterhealth.vic.gov.au or immunehero.health.vic.gov.au  
The dates organised for meningococcal ACWY vaccines at 
Galen Catholic College will be;

• Year 11/12 students - Thursday 31st August 2017
• Year 10 students Thursday 16th November 2017

Every Day Counts:
School Attendance

We all want our students to get a great education, and the 
building blocks for a great education begin with students 
coming to school each and every day.
Missing school can have a major impact on a child’s future – a 
student missing one day a fortnight will miss four full weeks by 
the end of the year. By Year 10 they’ll have missed more than a 
year of school.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a 
student misses puts them behind, and can affect their educa-
tional outcomes.
Coming to school every day is vital, but if for any reason your 
child must miss school, there are things we can do together to 
ensure they don’t fall behind:
• Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work 
your child needs to do to keep up.
• Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and 
ensure your child completes the plan.
Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, 
speak with your classroom teacher early as early as possible.
From 1 March 2014, new laws will mean that parents can be 
fined for not sending students to school without an acceptable 
reason.
If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let 
your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get 
your child to school every day.

Patrick Arcuri
Deputy Principal – Pastoral Care & Wellbeing

A Reminder to Parents: Drop Off/Pick Up 
Student Areas

Please use Entry 2 – Phillipson St OR Entry 3 – Park Lane 
Crescent – to drop off/pick up students. College Street Main 
Entrance is not a drop off/pick up area.
Please take note the Phillipson St Car Park is restricted access 
only for the Building Workers – no parking is allowed in this 
area during the construction of the Master Stage 1C Building 
Works.   Thank you for your co-operation.

Office Reminders
Learning Support Centre
Extra Support for Homework

We will be providing extra supervised homework 
times this term, for all students. 

When: Every second Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 
These are Days 2, 4, 6, 7 and 9 of the student timetable.

Time: 3:30 – 4:30
Where: IT 1 (Room 10.1) and the Learning Support Centre.
What: There will be no teachers available at this time but 
the staff from our centre will provide the same support as 

they do when working in the classroom.

The Homework Club on a Wednesday will continue as usual.
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Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
•  Bernard Neal: Principal
•  Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
•  Marie Salinger: Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching
•  Genevieve O’Reilly: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
•  Dom Giannone: Business Manager
•  Anthony Batters: Professional Development Co-ordinator
•  Kylie Quin: Daily Organiser
•  Mick Grogan: Senior School Director
•  Rob Walker: Middle School Director
•  Wendy Chuck: Junior School Director
•  Rebekah Couston: Human Resources Manager

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. 
All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au 

School Board
Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
Suellen Loki: Board Chair
Colin McClounan: Deputy Chair
Bernard Neal: Principal
Phil Bretherton: CEO Representative
Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
Dom Giannone: Business Manager
Cheryl Impink:  Parents’ Assoc. Representative
Hannah Clancy:  Parent Representative
Karen Archer: Parent Representative
Tracey Bright: Parent Representative

Parents Association Executive 
•  Jodie Sutton: President
•  Louine Robinson: Vice President
•  Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer
•  Karyn Howard: Secretary
The Parents Association can be contacted via 
email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Members of the Board can be contacted 
via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email: 
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

Secondary School Golf 
Regional and State Finalists

On Monday the 24th of April the following 
students represented Galen in the Hume 
region Secondary School Golf Competi-
tion held at the Myrtleford Golf Club:  Alex 
Reeves, Alessandro Belci, Rhys Rigoni, 
Bradley Simmons, Harvey Burgan, James 
McIntyre, Fraser Holland-Dean, Damien 
French, Nate Bevacqua, Alex McCarthy, Zac 
Howard, Lachlan Bray, Anthony Campagna, 
Ben Hester and Hayden Sampson.  
Students played a nine hole shortened 
course, competing against students from 
Mansfield, Yarrawonga, Wodonga and 
Beechworth. 

Both Alex Reeves (Year 11) and Rhys Rigoni (Year 8) were successful in qualify-
ing for the State Finals which were held in Melbourne at Metropolitan (Senior 
final) and Gardiners Run (Junior Final) golf courses. Well done to all golfers on 
their achievements at both the regional and state levels.

Project Gen Z
Dare to Dream Holiday 

Bootcamp

As Australia's pioneers in Entrepreneurial 
Education, the team at Project Gen Z 
have launched a two day Dare To Dream 
Holiday Bootcamp Series for schools 
across Victoria for students in Years 7-12, 
based on learning enterprise skills on July 
6-7th at OneRoof Entrepreneurial Centre 
Melbourne: www.projectgenz.com.au/
holiday-bootcamp
 
During the workshop the students will:
• learn from some of Australia's top 
  Entrepreneurs 
• build confidence, communication and 
  leadership skills 
• get inspired by 'real-life' success stories 
  and lessons
• learn through practical activities 
• be challenged to 'think, act, and make 
  decisions' with an Entrepreneurial 
  Mindset

On the final day students will compete in 
'The Dare to Dream Apprentice Business 
Challenge'. In teams they will go head to 
head to design, market and pitch a real 
business idea in just one day in front of 
our judges for the chance to win awesome 
prizes. To find out more, go to the website 
above.



Would $500 assist you with education costs? 
 

You could receive up to $500 to help pay for                       
educational costs including: 
 

 school uniforms 

 text books 

 excursions 

 laptops 

 sports equipment, uniforms and lessons 

 music tuition and instrument hire 

 TAFE, traineeship and apprenticeship costs! 

 
 

Berry Street delivers Saver Plus in your local area 
and is looking for new participants. 
 

 
You may be eligible if you or your partner: 

 
 have a Centrelink Health Care or Pensioner                       

Concession Card 

 are at least 18 years old 

 have some regular income from work 

 have a child at school, or attend accredited                  

vocational training yourself. 

To find out more contact Karyn Howard,      

Saver Plus Worker at Berry Street  

0457 849 112 or  

khoward@berrystreet.org.au  

Saver Plus is a matched savings and financial education program, developed by Brotherhood of St Laurence and ANZ and delivered in partnership with Berry 

Street, The Benevolent Society and The Smith Family and other local community agencies.  The program is funded by ANZ and the Australian Government 

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, with ANZ providing matched savings for participants. 

mailto:crobson@berrystreet.org.au


 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY CLINICS 
JULY 2017 

 

Yackandandah Sports Field 
La Trobe University, Wodonga 

Yackandandah:   Tues 4, Wed 5 July 2017 
 

Albury/Wodonga:  Tues 11, Wed 12, Thurs 13, July 2017 
 

0424 094 622 



Under the Love Umbrella 
Storytelling and  
Illustration Workshop

In this workshop, author Davina Bell and illustrator Allison 
Colpoys will share how they work together to create their 
delightful picture books. Budding authors and artists will 
learn how to pair words and pictures – and pops of colour – 
to tell the stories that matter most to them.

Suitable for 5–10 year olds.

Time: 11.00am – 12.15pm, FREE

Alan Brough with  
Charlie and the  
Karaoke Cockroaches 

Join Alan Brough as he shares another epic tale from 
the life of Charlie Duncan, sings some song, and chats 
about what makes for an hilarious yarn. 

Suitable for 7–12 year olds.

Time: 1.30pm – 2.30pm, FREE
Presented in partnership with BPACC

Bookings essential. BOOK NOW at wheelercentre.com

FREE  

EVENTS

Friday 7 July at Benalla Performing Arts Centre



An event series dedicated to the 
younger reader in your life
Immersion in literacy is one of the most important factors in 
determining the outcome of a child’s future – and nurturing a 
love of books and reading is part of that. Also, kids plus books and 
writing equals fun. We’re delighted to present a series of events 
for the younger reader in your life: Wheeler Kids. The majority of 
events are FREE.

Past events include workshops with Andy Griffiths, Danny Katz, 
Mitch Vane, Alison Lester, Jon Klassen and the Listies and in 
conversation events with Alan Brough and Richard Roxburgh 
about their kids books to name a few.

Sign up to the Wheeler Weekly e-newsletter at wheelercentre.com – 
where you’ll find out about all the Wheeler Kids events first – and 
browse our archive of videos and podcasts.

THE WHEELER CENTRE 
PRESENTS

WHEELER
KIDS



 
 

 



Why it’s important 

We all want our students to get a great 
education, and the building blocks for a 
great education begin with students coming 
to school each and every day.

Students develop good habits by going to 
school every day – habits that are necessary 
to succeed after school, whether in the 
workplace or in further study.

Missing school can have a big impact on 
students academically and socially. It can 
affect their test results, including VCE, 
and, just as importantly, it can affect their 
relationships with other students, and lead 
to social isolation.

There is no safe number of days for missing 
school – each day a student misses 
puts them behind, and can affect their 
educational outcomes.

Each missed day is associated with 
progressively lower achievement in 
numeracy, writing and reading.

Getting in early 
It’s never too late to improve attendance 
– going to school more often can lead to 
better outcomes. Even at Year 9, when 

attendance rates are lowest, going to school 
more often can make a big difference. Every 
day counts. Schools are there to help – if 
you’re having attendance issues with your 
child, speak to your school about ways to 
address those issues.

What we can do 
The main reasons for absence are:

Sickness – There are always times when 
students need to miss school, such as when 
they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away 
on the days they are genuinely sick, and 
setting good sleep patterns, eating well and 
exercising regularly can make a big difference.

“Day off” – Think twice before letting your 
child have a “day off” as they could fall 
behind their classmates – every day counts. 

Truancy – When students choose not to go 
to school without their parent’s permission. 
There can be many reasons for truancy, the 
best way to address this is for schools and 
parents to work together.

While all absences are bad for academic 
performance, unexcused absences are a 
much stronger indicator of lower reading 
and maths achievement.

If for any reason your child must miss 
school, there are things you can do with 
your school to ensure they don’t fall behind:

• Speak with your classroom teacher and 
find out what work your child needs to 
do to keep up.

• Develop an absence learning plan with 
your teacher and ensure your child 
completes the plan.

Remember, every day counts. If your 
child must miss school, speak with your 
classroom teacher as early as possible.

Openly communicating with your child's 
school about all absences is a good way to 
prevent attendance issues being escalated 
to a School Attendance Officer.  A School 
Attendance Officer is a Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development 
Regional Director who has authority to 
follow up attendance issues. Attendance 
issues that are escalated can lead to an 
Infringement Notice. 

If you’re having attendance issues with your 
child, please let your year level coordinator, 
principal or other relevant staff member 
know so you can work together to get your 
child to school every day.

For more information and resources to help 
address attendance issues, visit:  
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/
behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx

EVERY
DAY 
COUNTS
Secondary school attendance

Department of Education and Training 

Going to school every 
day is the single most 
important part of a 
child’s education. 
Students learn new 
things at school every 
day – missing school 
puts them behind.

In Years 7-10, students  miss 

on average almost  a week
every term  – that’s 

four weeks                

of school per year.


