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Italian Camp 2016
On Wednesday the 14th of September, about 25 Italian LOTE 
students from year 8 to 12 set off to Ovens Valley Homestead 
outside of Myrtleford on the Italian Camp. After some intro-
ductory activities, the students got stuck into some Italian 
learning. On Wednesday night a Red Faces event was held, 
with everyone at the camp participating. This culminated 
with St. Joseph’s High and Kyabram edging the true winners 
Galen, for one of the prizes. However, the years 8 and 9 
students from Galen took out the unrehearsed trophy for 
their courage and humor. 
The next day started off with an early start with the year 8s 
and 9s serving breakfast. The rest of Wednesday consisted of 
games, acting, cooking and doing activities in our booklets. 
On Wednesday night we witnessed a hilarious performance 

from Commedia Dell’Arte called ‘Venice in love’. 
On Thursday things started to settle down during the day 
but that night the kids had the disco with loud music 
playing and everyone dancing (including Luca). It turned 
out to be a very entertaining night. Finally Friday came 
around and it was time for everyone to pack up their stuff 
and get ready to say ‘arrivederci’ to Valley Homestead. 
Mr Cudini gave a speech to everyone explaining the brief 
history of Italian Camp and explaining that this year was 
the 30th anniversary of this camp. The kids from the same 
schools and same year levels got together to make banners 
so they could celebrate the great experience they had at 
camp. So overall coming to Italian camp was an amazing 
experience and everyone had an amazing time.

Students studying Italian attended an intensive LOTE camp at the end of Term 3 and celebrated the 30th anniversary 
of the camp. It was a particularly valuable experience for Year 12 students who revised for their upcoming VCE 

Italian oral examination, ahead of VCAA VCE exams for all students studying Unit 3 & 4 subjects.
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What’s On
• Thurs Oct 13-14: Yr 7 Melbourne Trip
• Thurs Oct 13-14: Yr 10 OEd Bushwalk
• Tues Oct 18 - Yr 12 Farewell Assembly
• Wed Oct 19 - Yr 7 BG Injections
• Thurs Oct 20-21: Yr 7 Melbourne trip
• Mon Oct 24-25: Yr 10 OEd Canoe trip
• Wed Oct 26 - Unit 3/4 Exams begin
• Thurs Oct 27-28: Yr 7 Melbourne trip
• Thurs Oct 27-28: Yr 10 OEd Canoe trip
• Sat Oct 29 - Jazz Festival weekend
• Mon Oct 31 - Staff Preparation Day 
  (student free day)
• Tues Nov 1 - Melbourne Cup holiday
• Wed Nov 2-3: Discovery Bushwalk (9.5)
• Thurs Nov 3-4: Discovery Bushwalk (9.6)
• Mon Nov 7-11: Yr 11 VCAL Wrk Placement
• Tues Nov 8-9: Discovery Bushwalk (9.7)
• Thurs Nov 10-11: Discovery BushW (9.8)
• Thurs Nov 10 - Yr 7 (2017) Transition Day 
  for non-CREW schools
• Fri Nov 11 - Yr 11 Exams begin
• Fri Nov 11 - Transition Day for CREW 
  schools
• Mon Nov 14th & Tues 15th - Junior 
  Production (WPAC)
• Mon Nov 14-17: Yr 11 & 10 Exams
• Mon Nov 14-18: Yr 11 VCAL Work
  Placement
• Thurs Nov 17 - Yr 12 Graduation
• Fri Nov 18 - Report Writing Day
• Mon Nov 21-25: Headstart Program
• Fri Nov 25 - Yr 9/10 Mass 
• Fri Nov 25 - Yr 10 & 11 Finish Term 4
• Mon Nov 28 - Yr 9 Adventure Camp 2
• Thurs Dec 1 - Year 9 finish Term 4
• Fri Dec 2 - Year 7 & 8 Mass
• Fri Dec 2 - Year 7 & 8 finish Term 4
• Tues Dec 6 - Orientation Day
• Wed Dec 14 - Last day for staff

For the latest Upcoming Events visit:
www.galen.vic.edu.au

From the Principal
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,

Staffing news
• Welcome back to Ms Claudia Bellani who has returned from maternity 
   leave. Claudia will be taking over the VCE Italian class for 4th term for 
   Mr Franco Cudini who will be absent on personal leave for the rest of 
   the year.
• Welcome back also to Mrs Wendy Chuck, Mr Stephen Rosicka and Mr 
   James Heath all returning from long service leave in third term.
• Thanks to Ms Lyndel Petersen for her work as Acting Year 7 Co-ordinator, 
   and Mr Jim Samon for his work as Acting Junior School Director, in the 
   absence of Mrs Wendy Chuck.

Arts Technology Exhibition
I look forward to seeing many of you at the opening of the 2016 Arts & 
Technology Exhibition on Tuesday evening. It is always a real joy to see 
the creative and practical talents of our students on display.

Year 12 final days coming up
Good luck to the year 12 students as they approach their final days as 
secondary school students. VCAL students are finishing off their work 
requirements and VCE students are preparing for their final exams. I am 
sure you will join with me in wishing these young adults well over the 
next critical weeks.

“New Horizons” - School Improvement Plan 2017 - 2019
Many thanks to the parents who attended the input sessions for “New 
Horizons” near the end of last term. Student leaders at all year levels will 
be making their contribution to the SIP over the next two weeks. A draft 
should be ready for feedback by early November, with the final copy due 
by the end of November.

Building works
The building works for the new Senior School are progressing on 
schedule, with one of the buildings being very close to completion. 
At the same time, we have been busily working with the architect on 
the final plans for the new Junior School, which will go to tender 
early in 2017. 

Regards,

Bernard Neal, Principal

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 10.00am - 6.00pm
Thursday: 1.00pm - 5.00pm

Direct Line: 03 5723 8320
uniform.shop@galen.vic.edu.au

Student Absences

Phone: 5721 6322 or email:
absences@galen.vic.edu.au

Galen Parents Association
The next Parents Association Meeting will be held on:

Monday  October 10th 6:30pm in the staff room.
All Galen parents are welcome to come along.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours for
Tues 18th October
12.30pm – 6.00pm  

(instead of 10am – 6pm)
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Night of the Notables
On Tuesday the 13th of September the Discovery classes came 
together to celebrate a Night of Australian Notables. The four classes 
worked tirelessly for over 3 weeks to complete their research, com-
pile their posters, put together their displays, and organize their cos-
tumes. On top of that they also learnt everything imaginable about 
their notable Australian in order to answer any question fielded at 
them by parents, staff and friends on Tuesday evening. 

The evening began with all guests gathering for an introduction to 
the evening. Pat Arcuri and Macey Gillman from 9.8 started us off 
with our welcome to country and prayer and reflection. From there 
the students stepped into character as Australia’s finest and strutted 
their stuff in a parade in the Junior Space. After finishing their parade 
the students returned to their displays in the classroom and pre-
pared themselves to answer questions as their notable Australian. 

Three awards are voted for on the night by parents and guests for 
best dressed, best display and best performance. The winners for the 
evening were
• Best performance – Antonia Maher as Mary MacKillop
• Best Dressed – Maddy Baumanis as Dame Nellie Melba
• Best Display – Pat Hourigan and Austin Amery as Burke and Wills

The atmosphere and vibe throughout the year 9 area had been 
noticeable in the days leading up to the evening. The students gave 
the evening all of their attention and effort and prepared a spectacu-
lar night for all of the guests. Thanks also to the Discovery teachers; 
Sarah Taylor, Mal Vickery, George McLeod, Ian Minns, Laurie Burt, 
Kylie Quin, Paul Walker, Ashlee Burke and Daniel Armitage for all of 
their effort and work in the lead up to the evening and on the even-
ing itself. Thanks also to Grace McMahon and Pat Arcuri for helping 
on the evening. Thanks to everybody who came, including Chairman 
of the School Board, Suellen Loki who came on her birthday to have 
a look at the evening. Mostly though, thanks to the students who 
brought this evening to life with their enthusiasm and hard work. It 
was fantastic to see so much hard work from such a great bunch of 
students.

Written by Hannah Banks
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Senior School News
Mick Grogan - Senior School Director

Congratulations to the students who participated in Grand Finals over 
the break. Many students experienced success both as Premiers and 
Runners-up.
The final term began with Practice Unit 3/4 Exams for Year 12 VCE 
students. The majority of students were well prepared for these exams 
and it proved to be a valuable learning experience for those who 
participated. Unit 3/4 students are encouraged to re-read their Exam 
Navigator Booklets thoroughly in preparation for the final exams and 
to communicate with teachers if there are any concerns. Persistent 
and focused application in the lead up to final exams is guaranteed to 
improve overall performance. Oral and Performance exams for some 
students have already commenced.
Traditionally Year 11 students doing a Unit 3/4 exam have taken a study 
day the day before their exam. Students in this category need to see 
Mr. Grogan to discuss arrangements for this. Once this is organized 
they need to communicate to their subject teachers the time they 
will miss. 

Year 12 Parents/Guardians are warmly invited to attend the Year 12 
Final Assembly at Galen Catholic College to celebrate the culmination 
of your child’s education. 
• Tuesday 18th October 
• 9.20am for a 9.30 Start
• Sports Stadium (Galen College)
A light luncheon will be served in the Stadium afterwards.
Detailed information about the Graduation and End of Year 
arrangements has been emailed to all Year 12 Families.

Important Dates:
Arts/Technology Exhibition, Tuesday Oct 11
Year 12 Last day, Breakfast, Dress up, Farewell Assembly Tuesday Oct 18
Year 12 Unit 4 Written Exams begin Wednesday Oct 26
Year 11 SWOT VAC Nov 10
Year 11 Exams Nov 11 - 17
Year 12 Graduation Evening Thursday Nov 17
Year 11 Report Writing Day Nov 18 - (student free)
Year 12 (2017) Headstart Program Nov 21 - 25

A thank you from 
St Bernard’s

“During Term 3 we have had many Galen 
students supporting us in a number of ways at 
St. Bernard’s. Year 11 students have been working 
in our Sustainability area to prepare the gardens 
for planting, reading with younger students and 
organising PE activities. 
The Year 9 and 10 students who assisted our 
students at the Athletics Day were invaluable 
in their organisation of the events. It is great to 
see CREW schools working together! We really 
appreciate the efforts of these students and 
their teachers in supporting us this term.”
Jenny Symes
Deputy Principal / Learning & Teaching Leader
St. Bernard’s Primary School

Dates to remember
October
11-14  Galen Arts – Technology Exhibition
13-14 Yr 10 OED Bushwalk
18 Yr 12 Farewell Assembly
24-25 Yr 10 OED Canoe Trip
27-28  Yr 10 OED Canoe Trip
31 Student Free Day

November
1 Melbourne Cup – Student Free Day
2-3 Discovery Bushwalks 9.6
3-4 Discovery Bushwalks 9.6 / 9.5
8-9  Discovery Bushwalks 9.7
10-11 Discovery Bushwalks 9.8
15-17 Year 10 Exams (Tue, Wed, Thu)
18  Student Free Day / Catch Up Day for 
                 students who have not submitted work

Middle School News
Rob Walker - Middle School Director

	

Timor Gourmet Pizza Night fundraiser 
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Long serving staff member Joan Ellis officially 
commenced her retirement on the last day of Term 3. In 
her farewell speech she shared a few words, highlight-
ing just how much Galen has evolved and how educa-
tion in general has progressed…

“In thinking about how to summarise my time at Galen I came 
up with some things I wanted to acknowledge and so that I don’t 
forget them I am going to read them out. I am also very conscious 
that there are many new staff members here who I have not met. I 
assume they are like the rest of the staff in not wanting to be held 
up as they prepare for the holidays, but I would like to say a very 
warm hello to you all.

I began my teaching career the same year that women teachers 
received equal pay in Ministry schools and can well remember the 
ladies at the then Wangaratta Technical School coming into the 
staffroom and excitedly waving their pay envelopes about. (I’m 
sure Google will tell you what year that was.) It was the same year 
that Neil Armstrong took those first steps on the moon and the 
one television owned by the school was wheeled into the central 
corridor so that staff and students could take an occasional peek at 
the virtual snowstorm while we listened to the commentary.

Even then to become accredited, you had to demonstrate 
proficiency in technology. The only audiovisual equipment we had 
then were the large 35 mm film reels and as well as being able to 
work the projector, you had to be able to splice the film together 
when the examiner deliberately tore the film. You could actually 
fail this assessment and have to repeat the task. Several years later 
I resigned from the Ministry as this was before teachers could take 
up to seven years’ maternity leave and I knew then I could not ‘have 
it all’ or at least ‘not all at the same time’ and for about 12 years, I 
did emergency teaching. 

In 1990, one of the years of changing from HSC to VCE, I replaced 
staff at Galen and FCJ, Benalla. In 1991 my journey in Catholic 
education really began when Max Fletcher invited me to teach Year 
12 Australian History and Year 11 English at Galen. On his retire-
ment, I took the position of the late Bill O’Callaghan, AO, and what 
impossible shoes they were to fill. Bill’s notes were predominantly 
in pencil and they were few – he had such a wealth of knowledge 
and it was mainly in his head. I think I managed to be about a week 
ahead of the Year 12s that year. As Year 12 coordinator, Peter Mur-
ray steadied the ship and Kate Murray was my unofficial ‘mentor’ 
in the English area. The students and I were all on a steep learning 
curve. 

This was the beginning of 19 years teaching at Galen that included 
Year 11 Psychology before there were class textbooks and one Year 
12 for Health and Human Development before the colleges began 
to turn out sufficient graduates in those 
areas. That year I was thrilled to have one student achieve an A. I 
trained to teach Religious Education and predominantly taught RE 
and English for the remaining years. 

An early highlight was attending my first Year 12 retreat under the 
guidance of the Marist Brothers and their legacy lived on in the 
planning/delivery and later preparation of the resources for many 
similar retreats. Working with Jim Samon and Michael Crowe as 
well as all the other Senior RE staff was fulfilling as well as challeng-
ing. 

The English faculty frequently had spirited meetings when we 
argued the merits of increasing or decreasing the assessment of 

certain CATS by that ubiquitous half a grade. If there was still un-
certainty, you pretty soon learned who thought like you and could 
quietly approach them for a third opinion. Thanks to Kate, Matt and 
Lisa who were department heads for some of those early years and 
later to Anne and all the other English and Humanities staff and the 
inspiring home room teachers I have worked with. 

As for the students, I enjoyed helping them master the intricacies 
of their tasks and was privileged to reflect on their writing and 
listen to their hopes for the future. It was always a great mo-
ment when a student who worked hard to overcome challenges 
achieved success. My supportive teaching, library services and 
support staff colleagues with a similar vision made much of this 
possible and to them I say a heartfelt thank you. Working alongside 
such staff changed a workplace into a life giving community.

I was not a natural when it came to computers but I loved what 
they enabled me to do, so I would like to thank the staff in the IT 
department for their patience and cheerfulness in guiding me 
along this part of the journey. I miss their support already. Thank 
you too to the unfailingly helpful office staff, the maintenance 
crew, the canteen ladies, and all the staff who encouraged me to 
take a risk and try something beyond my comfort zone – 
especially to Ian in the Outdoor Ed area. 

In 2009 when I retired from permanent classroom responsibilities, 
as well as doing CRT, I began working in a support role for the 
RE department, later adding ‘doing something about the school 
archives’ to my duties. I endeavored to research and gather 
together some of the unfolding story of Brigidine Convent 
Wangaratta, Marist Bros. Champagnat College, the regional senior 
Galen College and finally the fully amalgamated Galen Catholic 
College. I am very pleased to see that Bernard has taken this one 
step further with the work of the new archivist and look forward 
sometime in the future to the opening of the Heritage Room as 
well as the new chapel. (I hope I won’t need a walking stick.) 

Teaching today presents great opportunities as well as great 
responsibilities. I wish you all very well for the future. The experi-
ence that I treasure most is the supportive relationships I enjoyed 
with my fellow staff. There will always be a significant place in my 
heart for my Galen ‘family’.

Joan Ellis
September 15, 2016

A reflection from Joan Ellis
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Wow, where to start about our amazing immersion to 
Santa Teresa in the Northern Territory. I still find it difficult 
to explain the experience I had, you really have to be there 
yourself to understand what a heartfelt experience it was. 
It all began on the 20th of August when we flew into Alice 
Springs, after spending 2 days there we began our journey 
out to Santa Teresa. It is a small indigenous community with 
a population of approximately 500 residents. It is known 
that immersions are for students and teachers to experience 
life, faith and justice from a new experience and for them to 
return home inspired to make a change, I am proud to say 
we successfully achieved the purpose of immersions. Whilst 
there we assisted the community in any possible way we 
could, this ranged from helping deliver and prepare meals 
on wheels for the elderly, cooking lunches in the school 
canteen and watching the amazing talent of those in the 
Spirituality Centre. On our very last day in Santa Teresa, 
we were very fortunate to have a ‘Smoking Ceremony’ 
performed by their very own traditional cultural healer 
(knungerre), Mia. The kids and people of this community are 
all individually beautiful. It is inspiring how grateful they are 
for the littlest things in life, such as their family, their home 
and their community as a whole. It goes to show how much 
we take for granted and how rich the love is they have for 
one another, this is something we need to take in and try 
to change in our day to day lives. I am truly blessed to have 
gone on this immersion. From the bottom of our hearts, I 
would like to thank the other students who I was fortunate 
enough to share this experience with, Mrs White, Miss Smith 
and Mr Anson for joining us on this journey, Sister Liz who 
did a marvelous job on organizing our stay in the commu-

nity and also to the whole school community for supporting 
us and allowing us to have such a memorable experience. 
By Bridie Nixon

One of the activities that we did in the morning whilst at 
Santa Teresa was go to the Spirituality Centre. The Spir-
ituality Centre is a large shed that accommodates a space 
where the artists can paint ceramic crosses, words and other 
wooden objects, a shop, where all the artwork is displayed 
on shelves for visiting school groups and other visitors to 
buy and also a space where the smoking ceremonies 
happen. During our time at the Spirituality Centre we 
painted ceramic crosses in solid colours and varnished the 
finished artworks. This was a very calming activity where you 
could just sit in silence or talk to the artists. It was incredible 
to see the artists painting the various objects. They take a 
lot of care when painting and use a variety of colours that all 
work really well together and every artwork is unique.
By Emma Gamble

On the Thursday the locals had a ‘Tiny Towns’ event going 
on. Leading up to this day everyone was making sure their 
yards were clean, making them go in the running to win 
the tidiest yard in Santa Teresa. After doing our activities 
during the morning, lunch time came and we all wandered 
on down to the school, where we found ourselves spending 
time with the kids picking up rubbish. Because Santa Teresa 
wasn’t a very neat and tidy place, there was heaps of rubbish 
for us to collect. Everyone of us girls had a class full of kids 
wanting to be our friends, not so much wanting to pick up 
rubbish,       continued next page...

Santa Teresa Immersion 2016

Santa Teresa 2016 group: 
Georgia O’Keefe, Bridie Nixon, 
Isobel Lackner, Kelsey Woods, 
Chloe Robinson, Emma Gamble, 
Bonnie Clements and Sara Corker.
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although us being there did increase their enthusiasm a 
little. Whilst the majority of us made new friends while 
making the town beautiful and clean, the remainder of our 
group were down at the club preparing a sausage sizzle for 
local school students and families. When we all arrived at 
the club there was a reggae band set up waiting patiently to 
entertain close to the whole of Santa Teresa. Once everyone 
settled in, collected their sausage and a few lucky winners 
received their awards, the band began to play and the 
hidden dancing talents came out to play. it was so magical 
to see so many smiles on faces and hear some of Santa 
Teresa’s own music. Definitely something that won’t be 
forgotten in a great hurry! By Bonnie Clements

Working in the canteen at the Santa Teresa school, was 
one of my most memorable experiences of being on this 
journey of a lifetime. We were able to see how the school 
runs and compare it to ours back home. Comparing it to 
ours the school was very small containing not many chil-
dren. When we went to the school we spent our day in the 
canteen helping out, the kids have breakfast, morning tea 
and lunch provided for them, breakfast commences at 7:30 
in the morning seeing very rarely many kids. They were able 
to have eggs, baked beans, milo and toast, pretty good I 
say! The canteen does a lot for the children providing them 
with food to keep their energy levels up, and it sure does 
work, you see those kids at recess and lunch always jumping 
around, playing football, basketball or just being little mon-
keys. In my day being at the school I rarely saw a kid without 
a cheeky little smile, they are always so happy and welcom-
ing. This time around we didn’t get to spend time working in 
the classrooms, but I am definitely looking forward to going 
back very soon to see what it’s like. After a day of being back 
home you soon realise that what we want and what we need 
are two different things. You come to think that what they 
have is enough for them to smile, they don’t need fancy cars 
or bikes to make them happy, they just need family, friends 
and their education.
Being in Santa Teresa was honestly the best week ever! I 
never imagined that I would be lucky enough to experience 
this opportunity. I am so fortunate for what I have in life, 
because no matter what the living conditions, these children 
and adults always smile. I can’t wait to head back to Santa 
Teresa very soon! :) 
By Chloe Robinson

One of the activities we did while in Santa Teresa was help-
ing out in the Community Centre, which is run by a group 
of women. While helping out in the Community Centre we 
spoke to MC, one of the Aboriginals of the community, it 
was interesting and probably my highlight talking to her and 
others about Santa Teresa. We also helped prepare break-
fast/lunch packs and deliver the meals-on-wheels to some 
of the people of Santa Teresa. As we drove around on the 
Community Centre buggy we were able to really feel a part 
of Santa Teresa community and get a proper look around at 
the conditions of the town. There were a lot of dogs around. 
We also did a tip-run where we took rubbish to the tip on 
the buggy and collected dirty sheets of some of the elderly 
people. Something I took notice of was how close and 
positive the community was as a whole, as we made our 
way around Santa Teresa we would constantly stop to say 
hello. I enjoyed and am very thankful for being able to speak 
to the people and help out in the Santa Teresa community. 
By Isobel Lackner

In Santa Teresa, the children of the town have a sports centre 
called “ The Club “ where they are able to access sports 
equipment so they can keep fit and they have something to 
do in the afternoon with their peers. Our Immersion group 
had the privilege of sharing experiences with some of the 
children at the club. It was open most nights of the week 
so at night time after dinner we would walk around to the 
shed and play with the kids while there was music playing. 
We spent a lot of our time with the younger children as the 
oldest ones played basketball and football. The equipment 
was kept in good condition and the children really cherished 
the items that they had. We spent the night giving piggy-
back rides, swinging them around and playing duck duck 
goose. Mr Anson played footy with the older boys whilst us 
girls played with the rest of the children. There was lots of 
laughter and smiles afterwards when we walked home and 
created some special friendships in that time. 
On the Thursday Night, we had planned to camp out in the 
bush but the weather prediction said it was going to be 
too cold in the night time so we went out, set up our chairs 
around the base of our camp fire and we went our to get fire 
wood. Just before the sunset, we all climbed up the moun-
tain that was close to camp and watched the sun go down 
past the horizon. The fire was lit and we spent the rest if the 
night around the campfire eating dinner, drinking milo and 
having some casual conversation. It was truly amazing and a 
memory I’m sure that none of us will forget. 
By Kelsey Woods
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The Galen community wishes teachers Maree Timms and 
Bernadette Albertson well as they fly overseas to Finland, 
Iceland, Netherlands, Spain and London on Friday 7th Oc-
tober. As part of a two-week study tour, both teachers can’t 
wait to immerse in innovative teaching practice.

“We are feeling very excited and fortunate to have the op-
portunity to go on the SCIL (Sydney Centre for Innovative 
Learning) - Vision Tour 2016.

The tour will look at STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Maths) Education - with a focus on innovation in 
learning, spaces and technology, and the learning culture 
of various schools, museums, community spaces in Finland, 
Iceland, Netherlands and Spain. We also have a quick stop 
over in London to meet Prof Becky Parker – who is leading 
the UK with her innovative Science Programs – particularly 
in STEM education. 
 
Many of the schools and buildings we are visiting have been 
re-purposed to create a flexible and modern learning space 

not only for their students but also their wider community. 
With Galen currently in the middle of a major building 
process that will be incorporating the re-purposing of some 
areas, it will be a valuable experience for us to see these 
types of spaces in use. 

These schools have incorporated technology into their cur-
riculum, pedagogy and culture to increase student engage-
ment and voice, which we are particularly looking forward 
to finding out more about.

We can't wait see what we can learn from these visits, and 
how will it impact us, our learning, our teaching and no 
doubt the Galen Community in the future. 

It is with great excitement we set out on this fabulous expe-
rience and thank all at Galen for their support.” 

You can follow Maree and Bernadette’s journey at: 
http://visiontour2016.weebly.com

Galen teachers immerse in overseas
Innovative Learning Vision Tour

"At the heart of the change: a profound learning culture 
facilitated by technology, space and pedagogy that empowers 

and engages students”
Quote From "Our Story". SCIL. N.p., 2016. Web. 24 Sept. 2016.
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After so much rain, it was great to see the sun shining for the 
Hume Athletics Carnival in Albury on Thursday 6th October, 
2016.

After a wobbly start in the hurdles, a disqualification and 
an injury not long after in the 100m, Galen wasn’t off to a 
great start.

As the day continued Galen’s luck improved with many stu-
dents obtaining medals.  Students that placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd 
received medals, and first place getters will attend the State 
Athletics Carnival in Melbourne on the 17th October.  Plac-
ing first in their events were Thomas Johnstone (13yr 90m 
hurdles), Kelsie Wilson (13 yr 80m hurdles, 100m, long jump, 
200m, TJ), Adam Enever (15yr HJ), Will Canny (14yr Discus), 
Darcy Lindsey (14yr 400m), Silver medals went to: Adam 
Enever (15yr TJ),  Jack Jenkin (17yr Discus), Lachie Moore 
(16yr 400m), Ryan Cole (15yr LJ), Georgie York (14yr shot put), 

Tayla Russo (20yr Discuss).  Bronze medal winners were: Ellie 
Laffy (15yr SP, Javelin), Jace McQuade (14yr 1500m) & Will 
Canny (14yr shot put). 

Kelsie Wilson received the 13yr old age group champion and 
all competitors did well in their events and should be proud 
on how they represented Galen.

Both our relay teams, 14yr old girls: Brylee Wilson, 
Meg Allen, Amy Holmes & Kelsie Wilson, and 16yr old 
boys: Lachie Moore, Cam Nolan, Josh Crawford & Macauley 
Murtagh, had fantastic wins, making it all look too easy.  
Well done! 

Thanks to Caz Trethowan and her expert knowledge & our 
team on the Long Jump pit – Cam Chamberlain, Jackson 
Bowering, Blake Nixon & Matthew Sommerville who raked 
and measured all day and were very helpful.  

Hume Athletics Carnival
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Annual Fox Run Volunteers Needed

Milawa and Oxley Primary School are teaming up to run our Annual Fox Run 
on Saturday 22nd October and we need volunteers. This event was very 
successful last year and we have even more interest in 2016!  It is a day full of 
fun and giggles. We hope that our ex-students from years 10 upwards would 
be happy to come along and volunteer on this day. Jobs will include car 
parking, manning events and general assistance to our supervisors. If you are 
available on this day and could come along and help out, your time would 
be much appreciated. Thank you from the Communities of Milawa and Oxley 
Primary Schools.
 

Please contact Jaye Miller at Oxley Primary School for more information.
Phone: (03) 5727 3312

miller.jaye.e@edumail.vic.gov.au

Benalla Lawn Tennis 91st 
Annual Tennis Tournament

Benalla Lawn Tennis Club is holding it’s 91st 
Round Robin tournament on Saturday 29 
October, Sunday 30 October and Tuesday 1 
November. Many local young players may be 
interested in participating. Students wishing 
to play can contact: pjjewell1@bigpond.com 
or go to: www.tennis.com.au/benallaltc and 
download an entry form and send send it 
through.

On Monday October 10th twenty-eight 
students from years seven to twelve 
travelled to the Benalla Field and Game 
Associations grounds to participate in the 
Annual Student Field and Game Shoot. 
Our students did a great job of represent-
ing our school, from both a behaviour 
perspective and a competition point of 
view. Rhys McGauran and Marcus Hines 
made it through to the final shoot off, 
with Rhys taking First place shooting a 
total of 31 out of 33 targets. We would like 
to thank Benalla Secondary College for 
sponsoring the program, Benalla Field and 
Game Association for organising the event 
and providing their facilities and Winches-
ter Australia for providing ammunition. 
Despite a short shower and a little cold 
weather, a great day was had by all.

Field and Game Shooting
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School Bus Program
Please be advised that the Student Transport Unit (DET) and 
Public Transport Victoria are currently undertaking a network 
compliance review of the Wangaratta School Bus Network. These 
are government funded schools bus services, not private charter 
or public transport (town services) services. Whilst parents/guard-
ians have primary responsibility for transporting their children to 
and from school, the School Bus Program (SBP) assists families in 
rural and regional Victoria by transporting children to school. 
To be eligible for the School Bus Program, students must attend 
their nearest appropriate school (assessed by year level or 
denomination) and reside 4.8km or more from the campus 
attending. Students who do not meet the eligibility criteria and/or 
do not qualify for a fare exemption (as determined by the School 
Bus Program Policy and Procedures) may access a school bus 
program service where capacity allows and upon payment of a 
fare. The 2016 flat rate fare is $120 per term/$480 per year.
Whilst the review is in operation, all travellers are permitted to 
travel on School Bus Program services under their current ar-
rangements (regarding eligibility assessments).
All families are encouraged to familiarise themselves with the 
School Bus Program Policy and Procedures, January 2016 and 
additional resources located at: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/travellingtoschool  
Please contact the Main Office should you have any enquires.

Dairy Assi stance
Funding 2016

In 2016 the Victorian Government implemented a 
response package to assist dairy farming families. This 
included assistance for primary and secondary students 
attending schools (government and non-government 
schools) where one or both parents:
• own an operating dairy farm
• are share farmers on a property primarily operating as 
a dairy farm
• hold a lease for an operating dairy farm
• work as an employee on an operating dairy farm and 
this is their main source of employment.
 
The CSEF eligibility criterion is being extended con-
sistent with the 2016 drought response. Families that 
have previously qualified for the 2016 CSEF Drought 
assistance are not able to also access the CSEF Dairy 
assistance funding. The Dairy Assistance CSEF payment 
will be paid to the school that the student is currently 
enrolled at the start of Term 3 2016.
Parents can apply for the dairy assistance funding by 
completing an application form and lodging it with 
their child’s schools by 18th November 2016. The school 
will allocate the payment directly to benefit the eligible 
student. Please refer to the forms attached in this issue 
of the newsletter.

 

 

CONTACT Doug Smith on 0448396496 or email 
doug@allstarstennis.com.au .Register on Line at 

www.allstarstennis.com.au  



Work in Progress: Galen’s New Senior School

Galen Catholic College
College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Principal: Bernard Neal
Email: principal@galen.vic.edu.au
Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

Newsletter enquiries can be emailed directly to the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
•  Bernard Neal: Principal
•  Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
•  Marie Salinger: Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching
•  Genevieve O’Reilly: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
•  Dom Giannone: Business Manager
•  Anthony Batters: Professional Development Co-ordinator
•  Kylie Quin: Daily Organiser
•  Mick Grogan: Senior School Director
•  Rob Walker: Middle School Director
•  Wendy Chuck: Junior School Director

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. 
All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au 

School Board
Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
Suellen Loki: Board Chair
Colin McClounan: Deputy Chair
Bernard Neal: Principal
Phil Bretherton: CEO Representative
Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
Dom Giannone: Business Manager
Cheryl Impink:  Parents’ Assoc. Representative
Liz Nelson: Parent Representative
Hannah Clancy:  Parent Representative
Karen Archer: Parent Representative
Tracey Bright: Parent Representative

Parents Association Executive 
•  Jodie Sutton: President
•  Louine Robinson: Vice President
•  Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer
•  Karyn Howard: Secretary

Members of the Board and Parents Association can be 
contacted via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email:
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au
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