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Congratulations Year 12  2016

Galen Catholic College would like to congratulate all Year 
12 students across the 2016 VCE and VCAL on their results. 
We are very pleased with our outstanding success rate at 
VCE and that a further 9 Galen students have achieved their 
Senior VCAL.

We are very pleased to announce that the Dux for 2016 is 
Ian Christy with an ATAR of 98.9, narrowly ahead of Harry 
Taylor with 98.4. We are equally pleased to report that so 
many students have achieved to the best of their ability and 
have given themselves the best possible opportunity to 
move onto their preferred next steps in life whether that be 
employment, further study or a GAP year.

Galen Principal, Bernard Neal, said that the staff and 
community should be proud of the efforts of the 2016 
cohort. “It is really important to note that we are equally 
proud of all students who put in their best effort regardless 
of their subject scores and ATARs and regardless of whether 
they completed their VCE or VCAL. We are proud to have 
played a pivotal part in preparing these young people over 
their final six years of school education.” 

Mr Neal also said, “This was our second largest Year 12 

cohort in the past six years and the breadth of opportunities 
available to our students through VCE, VCAL and VET has 
ensured that the senior students at Galen have been able 
to tailor courses to suit their particular needs and interests. 
Today’s results will enable them now to step forward with 
confidence and a sense of achievement that opens new 
doors into their futures. We wish all the students well on 
the next stage of their journey – Galen will always be here 
to help and advise them as needed, and to celebrate their 
future successes with them. We hope that they will continue 
to be as proud of their Galen heritage as we are of them.”

Galen’s overall Study Score average was 31, also above the 
Victorian state average of 30. We are particularly proud that 
in 31 out of the 48 VCE subjects undertaken by Galen 
students, Galen’s average Study Score exceeded the 
Victorian State average. 

Galen had 11 students achieve ATARS of 90 or above. 28% of 
Galen VCE students earned ATARs of 80 and above compared 
to the state average of 20%; a total of 46% of Galen students 
achieved ATARs of 70 or above compared to the state 
average of 30%.

Congratulations to our 2016 Dux:
Ian Christy (with an ATAR of 98.9)
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What’s On
Term 1 2017

• Mon Jan 30 - Teaching staff return
• Wed Feb 1 - All students return
• Mon Feb 6 - Grade 6 Catch Up Testing day
• Tues Feb 7 - Yr 7 laptop induction (no 3) 
  at 6.30pm
• Wed Feb 8 - Yr 12 Jumper Presentation 
  Night
• Mon Feb 13-15: Year 12 Retreat
• Wed Feb 15 - Year 7 Open Afternoon
• Thurs Feb 16 - School Photos
• Fri Feb 17 - School Photos (extra day)
• Tues Feb 21 - Swimming Sports
• Wed Feb 22 - Opening Mass
• Thurs Feb 23 - Injections Year 7 
• Wed Mar 8 - Yr 10 exam preparation
  session 9-11am
• Mon Mar 13 - Labour Day
• Mon Mar 20-24 Yr 9 Adventure Camp
• Sat Mar 25 - Galen Deb Ball 1
• Mon Mar 27 - Galen Talent Quest
• Thurs Mar 30 - Last day of Term 1 for 
  students
• Fri Mar 31 - Staff Faith Development Day 
(student free day)

Term 2 2017
• Mon Apr 17 - Easter Monday
• Tues Apr 18 - Term 2 begins
• Thurs Apr 20 - Athletics Day
• Mon Apr 24 - ANZAC Assembly
• Tues Apr 25 - ANZAC Day

For the latest Upcoming Events visit:
www.galen.vic.edu.au

From the Principal
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers,

We had 4 major goals at Galen for 2016: 
          • To prepare for the new Victorian F-10 curriculum 
          • To complete the new Senior School complex
          • To introduce the new Victorian Child Safe requirements
          • To develop Galen’s Strategic Plan for the next 3 years.

I am happy to report that these major focus items have all been successfully achieved.

On top of those goals, Galen also consolidated its leadership in the areas of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics with the largest STEM Expo seen in the North 
East. Representatives from regional universities, training providers, TAFE and other educa-
tional services took part in the STEM Expo that was open to all schools in the district.

Additionally, Galen Year 9 student, Imogen Quilty, was one of only 30 students across 
Victoria to be offered a STEM scholarship by the University of Melbourne that will see her 
mentored and supported by UoM for the remainder of her secondary education.

In December, Galen built even further on this momentum by hosting the National VEX 
Robotics competition, the first time it has been held outside of Melbourne. Teams from 
the ACT, NSW and Victoria competed in the VEX Robotics competition, with the Galen 
team partnering with Hillcrest in the grand final to finish in first place.

“New Horizons”, the Galen Catholic College Strategic Plan for 2017 – 2019, has been the 
focus of the Galen Board and Leadership Team over the course of 2016. Created from 
widespread consultation with parents, students and staff, “New Horizons” provides a clear 
direction for the next phase of Galen’s development as educational leaders in our region 
and complements the massive building program already underway.

“New Horizons” compromises 6 Primary Goals:
           1. Live our Catholic Identity
           2. Plan for sustainable growth
           3. Deepen our learning culture
           4. Strengthen our shared practice
           5. Empower student voice 
           6. Increase parent engagement

These Primary Goals are supported by 17 Strategic Intentions and 57 targeted actions 
over the next three years.

Galen at the end of 2016 looks quite different from how it did at the start of the year. 
Our new Senior School is virtually ready for us to move in. The 18 state-of-the-art new 
and refurbished classrooms, plus breakout spaces, offices, interview rooms, community 
kitchen/leisure area and gathering spaces will be home to our VCE, VCAL, VET and School 
Based Apprenticeship students from the start of next year.

Meanwhile, we have completed our plans for 18 classrooms for the new Junior School, a 
multi-roomed Wellbeing Centre and free-standing Resource Centre housing both library 
and ICT resources which will be built throughout 2017.

Galen staff worked throughout the year on preparing courses for 2017 and beyond that 
meet the requirements of the new F-10 curriculum. As a result, we move into 2017 
confident that we are well “ahead of the game” in our curriculum development. 
The beneficiaries of this thorough preparation, of course, will be the Galen students.

If the number of people seeking a Galen education is any indication, then community 
faith in the future of Galen remains strong. 2016 saw another record number of 
enrolments at the college and we head into 2017 with a full cohort at Year 7.

Proud to be Galen.

Bernard Neal
Principal

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 10.00am - 6.00pm
Thursday: 1.00pm - 5.00pm

Direct Line: 03 5723 8320
uniform.shop@galen.vic.edu.au

Student Absences

Phone: 5721 6322 or email:
absences@galen.vic.edu.au

Uniform Shop Holiday 
Hours - January 2017

• Sat Jan 21st: 10.00am - 4.00pm
• Sun Jan 22nd: 10.00am - 4.00pm
• Mon Jan 23rd: 10.00am - 4.00pm
• Tues Jan 24th: 10.00am - 4.00pm
• Wed Jan 25th: 10.00am - 4.00pm
• Tues Jan 31st: 10.00am - 6.00pm
• Thurs Feb 2nd: 1.00pm - 5.00pm 
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CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNITION:
Social Justice Leaders:
Year 7:
Caitlin Beurs-Bankier
Madison Saunders
Matthew Vickery
Regan O’Brien
Erin Chadban
Declan Quin
Georgina Stallard
Kaitlyn Broady
Annabel Martinac
Sarah Simonetti
Boadie Ousley
Fergus Currie
Merinda Boniface
Aryan Arachige
Angus Piccolo
Ella Petersen
Kiara Kendall
Year 8:
Ruby Wilkes
T’Lea Devine
Tayla Coonan

Student Leaders:
7.1 Jayelle Walsh
7.2 Anthony Campagna
7.3 Breanna Arcuri
7.4 Archie Gemmill
7.5 Lucy White
7.6 Emily Keys
7.7 Asha Steer
7.8 Brooke Watson
7,9 Rebecca Cooper
8.1 Amy Rebbechi
8.2 Arif Khan
8.3 Breanna Arnold
8.4 Talia McLaurin

8.5 Jemima Kealy
8.6 Charlotte Morris
8.7 Phoebe Osbourne
8,8 Xavier Loki
8.9 Lucy North

AWARDS:
Year 7 and 8 Citizenship Awards: Presented to students who 
are willing to help out in their homeroom, who are friendly 
and cooperative and who try their best on a daily basis.
7.1 Regan O’Brien
7.2 Jessie Johnstone
7.3 Mitchell Hobbs
7.4 Sarah Simonetti
7.5 Alix-Rose McQueen
7.6 Ella Petersen
7.7 Declan Lawford
7.8 Jacques Simian
7.9 Rebecca Cooper
8.1 Amy Rebbechi
8.2 Peyton Williams
8.3 Breanna Arnold
8.4 Ella Cheeseman
8.5 Jemima Kealy
8.6 Laura Prestianni
8.7 Zachary Sewell-Dolphin
8.8 Noah Crispin
8.9 Shannen Colin

Sports Star of the Year:
Year 7 Awarded to: Rhys Rigoni and Maggie Skewes
Year 8 Awarded to: Hayden Pearson and Sophia McCarthy

Performing Arts Awards:  
Award for outstanding contribution to the Performing Arts
Sponsored by: Galen Parents Association
Year 7 Awarded to: Archie Gemmill and Brooke Watson
Year 8 Awarded to: Noah Barling and Talia McLaurin

Year 7 & 8 2016 End of Year
Awards & Certificates

Continued next page
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Centre Quilters Textiles Award:  
Award for outstanding contribution in textiles
Sponsored by: Wangaratta Centre Quilters
Awarded to: Lara Corker and Sara Cope

Ovens Business and Taxation Services Awards: Award for 
outstanding academic and sporting achievement
Sponsored by: Stan Sirriani of Ovens Business and Taxations 
Services
Year 7 Awarded to: Joe Allen and Maggie Skewes
Year 8 Awarded to: Sam Berenger and Bailey Thwaites

Year 8 Development Award: Awarded for demonstrating the 
greatest amount of personal growth during their time in the 
Junior School
Awarded to: Fraser McKenzie and Jasmine Clancey

Edgars Books and News Award: Award for excellence and 
application
Sponsored by: Edgars Books and News
Year 7 Awarded to: Miranda Pleming
Year 8 Awarded to: Charlotte Morris

Solidarity Award: Award for demonstrating and outstanding 
commitment to Social Justice
Awarded to: Regan O’Brien

Year 7 Student of the Year: For outstanding academic 
achievement and participation in extra curricular activities.
Awarded to: Archie Gemmill and Annabel Martinac

Year 8 Student of the Year: For outstanding academic 
achievement and participation in extra curricular activities.
Awarded to: Lachlan Carboon and Talia McLaurin

Year 7 DUX: Award for outstanding academic achievement
Sponsored by: DBK Financial Solutions
Awarded to: Erin Chadban and Brooke Watson

Year 8 DUX: Award for outstanding academic achievement
Sponsored by: DBK Financial Solutions
Awarded to: Alanah Moloney

Director’s Award:  Award for student/s who have made the 
most personal growth during the year
Awarded to: Aaron Cole and Locklan Kent

Successful Applicants of the
Italian Exchange Scholarship 2016

Congratulations to the following students who have been awarded Italian Exchange Scholarships for a 2 month stay in
Italy. Lucy Lee, Chloe Chamberlain, Claire Knox, Bianca Russo, Jack Larkin and India Dal Zotto will be staying with Italian 
host families and attending school in Italy during our summer break. Good luck and ‘buon viaggio’.

Year 7 & 8 Awards continued
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On Saturday Dec 3rd, Galen was proud to host the Australian 
Vex Robotics National Championships.

32 teams from VIC, NSW & the ACT came along to battle it 
out for a chance to represent Australia at the World 
Championships in Kentucky USA.

There was an electric buzz about the Galen Stadium as the 
teams were working on their robots, about 200 students, 50 
teachers and family members and another 100 visitors to 
find out what it was all about.  

vex4The VEX Robotics Comp is not only about design think-
ing, programming and building robots but more importantly 
it is about cooperation and teamwork skills. These are put 
to the test as each team gets randomly drawn to form an 
alliance with another team. The two teams work together 
as an alliance to throw stars and cubes over a fence, against 
another two teams who are throwing them back over.  

It was great to see how the 
teams worked together. 
Our Galen students found 
the more they strategised 
with their alliance partner 
before a game the more 
chance they had of win-
ning. They really enjoyed 
the way the teams worked 
together. In one match our 
Robot was flipped and was 
stuck and couldn’t right 
itself. Our alliance team at 
the time, stopped what 
they were doing and used 
their robot to flip ours back 
on its wheels. Its this sort of 
collaboration that was seen by many teams on the day. 

In the final rounds all teams are lined up in order of ranking 
points (points they collected during each match). The top 
4 teams get to choose who they want to take as alliance 
partners into the finals.  

vex2The top ranked team Emmaus College chose Borinya to 
be its alliance partner for the finals. The Second rank team 
Hillcrest College chose Galen as their alliance partners in 
the finals. The knock rounds began amongst the 4 alliances – 
with both the Emmaus/Borinya Alliance and Hillcrest/
Galen alliance winning their rounds and heading to the 
Grand Final.

No-one could have imagined both Galen and Borinya being 
in the Grand final of the Australian Championships – 
whoever the winner was it was a big win for Wangaratta. 

It was the best of three rounds and it went the whole three 

rounds, and the judges deliberated for quite a while, and 
finally it was announced that the Hillcrest/Galen alliance 
won. 

This meant that Hillcrest became the number 1 team of the 
event and will now be heading off to the world champs in 
Kentucky USA. The Galen Team can be proud of the fact they 
they were chosen as their alliance partners and helped them 
get over the line. 
You couldn’t have asked for such a dream end to a 
fantastic day.

vex1Charlie McGrath, a Year 9 VEX Team Member stated, “On 
the day I was very nervous about the Comp. I didn’t think 
we had even a slight chance of winning. We learnt to work 
together, especially under pressure. I hope that next year we 
will be able to compete again with more equipment. This 
has opened my eyes about having a career in this field when 
I’m older.”

Lachlan Carboon (Year 8) added, “It was exciting to see what 
the other teams had built and it was good to test our robot 
against the others. I definitely want to do something with 
robotics for a career in the future.”

Nathan Chadban (Year 9) helped to support the team on the 
day. “Every member of Galen’s VEX Robotics team clearly had 
a great time, not only on competition day, but the enjoy-
ment and effort they all put into the building and planning 
stages was also evident. They worked as a team to win 
against schools with far more experience than they had, and 
it was clear they learnt a lot about robotics and teamwork 
during the event.”

For video footage from the event and media coverage, 
please visit: http://www.galen.vic.edu.au/2016/12/06/
galen-makes-grand-final-vex-robotics-2016/

Galen makes Grand Final in VEX Robotics 2016
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On Monday 28th November, Galen’s Year 8 Girls Super 8 
cricket team undertook what was to be their final early start 
for the year. The team was down one member with Erika 
Falconer making a late withdrawal due to a basketball injury 
suffered the night before. Departing Galen at 5.45am, they 
arrived at Oak Park in Pascoe Vale at 9.15am, with the outline 
of the day to play three games in a four team pool.

Game 1. Galen vs Nagle College (121 – 98)
Leela Rosser stepped up for the toss, getting the first win of 
the day and choosing to bowl. Sophia McCarthy and Emma 
O’Keefe opened the bowling, with Sophia taking a cracking 
wicket on her first bowl of the day. In the second pair, Meg 
Allan took a wicket and Kara O’Donhoue showed off some 
great pace and consistent bowling. Leela took a fantastic 
dive, saving the ball from the boundary and Amy Holmes 
showed some fantastic keeping on the receiving end of 
the bowling from Bailey Thwaites. Leela showed some 
great bowling against a strong batter and Phoebe Osborne 
finished the half with some excellent bowling straight down 
the pitch. Galen was chasing 78 runs at the change-over, 
having taken two wickets. Phoebe and Bailey opened the 
batting, taking 12-major scores for their overs. Kara and 

Leela followed next, with plenty of smart play and sneaky 
singles. Leela picked the openings in the field, smashing 
two 8s from the double zone and a 4. Sophia and Meg were 
the next team in, following the smart play outlined by Leela. 
Sophia added a total of 16 to the tally from majors before 
Amy and Charlotte Proft came in to close the batting, with 
14 majors between them.

Game 2. Galen vs Melbourne Girls College (138 
– 126)
In the second game, Sophia opened the bowling with 
Emma, both girls were putting down some fantastic bowls. 
Phoebe took a fantastic wicket from the field with a long 
throw. Before Charlotte and Amy came in and turned up the 
heat on the opposition. Amy bowled some excellent balls, 
before passing it over to Bailey and Phoebe. Phoebe took a 
wicket with some consistent bowling, while Bailey saw each 
ball well-kept at the other end of the pitch. Leela and Meg 
tagged in to finish the bowling half, with Leela bringing the 
pace and Meg taking a fantastic catch behind the wicket off 
an edge. Meg and Amy opened the batting, with both of 
them finding the boundary. Shortly followed by a boundary 

Galen Girls Cricket State Champions!

Back row (left to right): Amy Holmes, Phoebe Osborne, Meg Allan, Charlotte Proft, Kara O’Donohue, Sarah Taylor (Coach) 
Front row: Sophia McCarthy, Emma O’Keefe, Bailey Thwaites, Leela Rosser
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in the double zone from Meg and then a convincing 6 from 
Amy. The girls cheered on each other and the opposition, 
displaying great sportsmanship and an appreciation for the 
skills that were on display. Bailey ‘Baz’ Thwaites hit the first 
12 of the day when it was her turn to face, with partner Kara 
hitting two 8s. Sophia added another 12 in majors in her 
partnership with Phoebe; with Galen’s total at 97 before the 
final change. Leela and Charlotte came in to finish the game, 
with Leela smashing 25 in majors and Charlotte running 
hard to keep up. Once again our girls proved they had the 
right stuff, defeating MGC by 11 runs.

Game 3. Galen vs Koonung SC (96 – 86)
In their final round robin match, having already defeated 
two teams out of their pool, there was an air of confidence 
and the quiet possibility that Galen would be playing in 
the State final. The girls were given a stern word to keep 
their heads, and play their game as they set their minds to 
what they had to do. Amy and Kara were the first pair up to 
bowl, with Amy showing off her skills and Kara in the keep 
to send it straight back to her and blocking the chance of 
any singles. Sophia and Phoebe were in next, both dis-
played the consistent bowling efforts they had shown all 
day, with Phoebe taking a wicket on her second ball. Leela 
took at catch and Charlotte and Emma kept up the pace 
keep their opponents under pressure. Leela and Meg took 
over to finish the half with Leela continuing her excellent 
pace and Meg standing strong in the keep, opposite her 
deliveries. Meg then took a wicket of her own before it was 
time to swap over, with Galen chasing 76 runs. Amy and 
Kara opened with Amy scoring a major of 6, before Meg 
and Charlotte stepped up to make a 12 run over. Bailey and 
Sophia charged in with Baz taking yet another 12 majors for 
the day, followed by Leela scoring an 8 and a 6 – the girls 
only dropping two wickets for the half. At the end of the 
game the scores were tallied and wickets scores added, and 
Galen had taken the hat-trick defeating Koonung 96 – 86.

State Final V. Bendigo South East College (135 
– 110)
The girls turned the heat up in the final, throwing eve-
rything they had at the pitch. Sophia opened with some 
fantastic bowling with Emma backing her in the keep. It 
didn’t take long before this powerful combination saw the 
fall of a wicket, but in an unlucky turn of events it was taken 
out by the batter in her own swing. Bailey took a brilliant 
catch in the field as the girls continued to ‘get around each 
other’ with lots of talk on the ground and high-fives at the 
change overs. Leela took a fantastic catch, followed by an 
epic dive minutes later. She then got a run-out taking her 
third wicket for the game in the space of 10-minutes. Amy 
delivered some fantastic bowling, which set up a catch for 
Sophia and Bailey bowled some very close balls with plenty 
of pace. Phoebe and Leela were the last pair to bowl, with 
Phoebe working hard in wicket keeper to stop the balls that 
Leela was firing down the pitch. Sophia took the catch of 
the day, in a phenomenal one-hander in the double zone, 
bringing her tally to two for the match and marking the end 
of the half with a staggering 7 wicket lead in their pocket. 

At this point the scorers had decided that they would not 
share with the teams, in order to play out the remainder of 
the match and announce the official winner in the presenta-
tions. So for the first time all day the Galen girls weren’t sure 
what they were score chasing! Despite this the girls kept up 
their superior standard in the second half. Phoebe and Bai-
ley opened the batting line up with the instruction to play 
smart and protect their wickets. Bailey took the opportunity 
for lots of sneaky singles while Phoebe found the bound-
ary with a 4. Leela and Kara were in next, running hard and 
making the most of the free hits with Leela taking a 6 and an 
8. Sophia and Meg were in third and saw Sophia find some 
great form, taking two separate 4’s before smashing the ball 
over the double zone for a 12. Charlotte and Amy closed the 
batting with a 30+ over, an amazing feat off just 12 balls. 
The girls had dropped only two wickets! They worked hard 
to pick the gaps and find the boundary and had racked up 
an impressive tally of sneaky singles. It was an anxious wait 
to hear the final word in the presentations, but the team 
had certainly given it all they had. The Galen girls had done 
enough, with the final score announced at 135 – 110.
What a brilliant team effort and a fantastic group of girls to 
take to state. Your positive attitudes and great sportsman-
ship carried you all the way and it was an absolute pleasure 
to coach you!! To Captain Leela Rosser who was awarded the 
day’s MVP, thank-you for the consist effort you showed, for 
your commitment and for the support and direction that 
you gave the team both on and off the pitch. Thank-you to 
Matt Whitten and Nathan Lee for accompanying us and for 
scoring throughout the day and to Assistant Coach Blake 
Nixon; who I’m pretty sure is still wearing his state medal-
lion.

Written by Sarah Taylor
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Congratulations Jazmyn - Appointed as Victoria’s Regional 
Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major for 2017

At the beginning of Year 7 at Galen 
College in 2011 I joined the 33rd Army 
Cadet Unit in Wangaratta, looking for 
something to do after school. Within 
my first year at the unit I attended 
Victoria’s Annual Camp (something that 
I have done every year since), I learnt 
military principles and values and was 
awarded as the “Most Improved Cadet.” 
From there I continued to learn and 
grow within the wide and ever-growing 
organisation, with my experiences aid-
ing me in my growing leaderships skills 
and in 2012 I was awarded as “Best 
Cadet.” In 2013 I attended Junior Lead-
ers Course and was subsequently pro-
moted to Cadet Lance Corporal in early 
2014. As a Section Second in Command 
I began to appreciate the importance 
of compassion and decision making 
and how much that affected others. In 
August, 2014 I was promoted again to 
the rank of Cadet Corporal, in this rank I 
was in command of a section within my 
unit. I rose to the challenge of teaching, 
instructing and mentoring the other 
cadets and enjoyed every moment of it.
In 2015 I attended Senior Leaders 
Course and was promoted to Cadet 
Sergeant, in this rank I took command 
of a platoon in the unit and became 
the Company Sergeant Major of 33 
ACU where my primary role was the 
training, wellbeing and mentoring of 
the 60 cadets in the unit. Later in 2015 I 
attended the Cadet Under Officer/War-
rant Officers Course, and qualified to be 
an officer in the AAC.
In my final year of schooling and while 
completing my VCE, I was promoted to 
Cadet Warrant Officer Class Two, I was 
the first female Cadet Warrant Officer in 
Wangaratta in 17 years. In this position, 
I strived to improve training and 
experiences in my local Unit while still mentoring the cadets to improve themselves. Throughout 2016 I instructed on two 
Courses Camps, ran the Operations for Alpha Company in September and assisted in the organisation and execution of many 
weekend bivouac’s. 
At the conclusion of the Australian Army Cadet Calendar in 2016 I was promoted to Cadet Warrant Officer Class One and ap-
pointed as Victoria’s Regional Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major for 2017. As the state's senior Army Cadet Warrant Officer I am 
now responsible for providing leadership to Victoria's 3,700 Army Cadets in the areas of dress, drill and bearing. Myself and the 
Regional Cadet Under Officer Connor Murphy will now command and represent all of Victoria’s cadets through 2017.

By Jazmyn Coonan
2016 Year 12 Graduate

Above: 2016 Year 12 Graduate Jazmyn Coonan (pictured right) has been appointed 
as Victoria’s Regional Cadet Regimental Sergeant Major for 2017



www.galen.vic.edu.au    |    9

Andrews Family Award
For academic leadership, including academic achievement 
and example, organisation and assistance to colleagues. 
Awarded to: Ian Christy

Mac Hill Memorial Award
For school community service, extracurricular involvement 
particularly sport and academic achievement.
Awarded to: Riley Smart

 
Galen Sporting Leadership Award
For leadership in sport and contribution to the sporting life 
of the College.
Awarded to: Will Robinson
 

Champagnat Award
Awarded to the student who has lived out the Marist values, 
being Christ-like for all.
Awarded to: Olivia Shepherd

Indigenous Awards
The CECV (Catholic Education Commission Victoria) held a 
dinner for ALL Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander students 
who were studying Year 12 this year. This plaque, made of 
Wathaurong Glass, is in recognition of this achievement. 
More Indigenous Australians than ever are finishing year 
12. Historically, Indigenous Australians have been less likely 
than non-Indigenous Australians to make it to the end of 
secondary school. But that is changing and this year 27 
Indigenous students across Sandhurst studied year 12, and 
Madison Smith and Jacinta Beetson are a part of this 
exciting statistic.

 
Australian Defence Force 2016 Long Tan Youth 
Leadership & Teamwork Award
Based on the values upheld by the Australian Defence Force, 
the recipient of this award is selected using the following 
criteria: A student who demonstrates a very high degree of 
leadership ability. Who demonstrates the application of a 
high standard of values in all facets of life. A student with 
excellent problem solving abilities and who utilizes creative 
approaches and who takes the lead in community activities.
Awarded to: Kate Saunders

2016 Year 12 Graduation Awards
Congratulations to this years 2016 Year 12 Graduation Award winners, detailed below. The college staff

would also like to extend a sincere congratulations to all Year 12 students on a fantastic year. 
We truly wish you all the very best for the future.



10    |    Reflections Newsletter

TIMOR-LESTE
ADULT PRAYER PILGRIMAGE 2017

This is an invitation to all staff and parents from Galen Catholic College, 
St Bernards P.S, Our Ladies P.S, St Patricks P.S and members of the Wangaratta 

Parish Community to embark on a Prayer Pilgrimage through Timor-Leste.  

The Pilgrimage will take place in the following way:

Participants are guided on a process of centering prayer, that 
is designed to companion them throughout the experience. 
Participants visit Dili, Baucau, Abafala, Quelicai and Balibo. In 
doing so, we will visit each Diocese in East Timor: Dili, Baucau 

& Meliana. At each of the locations participants learn and 
experience the following:

• The History of Timor-Leste
• The plight of the Timores

• Culture and spirituality of the Timorese
• Prayer & Spirituality

• On return participants will be invited to share experiences 
with the Parish, Wangaratta Community and relevant schools.

Information Evening
Wednesday 14th December 

at Galen Catholic College Staffroom at 7pm

If you have any queries please email Beth Code:
beth.code@galen.vic.edu.au 

or Lyndel Petersen:
lyndel.petersen@galen.vic.edu.au

 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” John 13:34-35
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With a new Senior School now ready for occupation, 
a new 3-year Strategic Plan developed, a curriculum 
review in mid-process, a new Resource Centre (Library 
and ICT) and 18-classroom Junior School ready to go to 
tender, a new student playing area to be built over the 
coming summer holidays and record enrolment levels, 
Galen Catholic College is consolidating its position as a 
leader in regional education.

Galen’s reputation for outstanding pastoral care is well 
known; perhaps lesser known is Galen’s record as the 
leading local school in VCE median Study Scores for the 
past 5 consecutive years (source: Victorian Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority). Galen also has curriculum 
breadth that is the envy of many schools, offering 48 
VCE courses in 2016, as well as VCAL, VET and School 
Based Apprenticeship programs, and outstanding 
programs across all year levels in Outdoor Education, 
Performing and Visual Arts, Design and Technology, 
complementing courses in Maths, Science, Humanities, 
Personal Development and Languages.

The recent STEM Careers Expo and VEX Robotics 
National Championships gave Galen a chance to shine 
in front of regional, interstate and international 
educational visitors. The University of Melbourne STEM 
program for girls in Science, Technology and Maths has 
identified a Galen Year 9 student as one of only thirty 
from across the state to mentor and guide through the 
rest of her secondary education.

“New Horizons”, Galen’s 2017-2019 Strategic Plan, 
identifies six Primary Goals for the next three years 
with a focus on living Catholic Identity, planning for 
sustainable growth, deepening the learning culture, 
strengthening shared practice, empowering student 
voice and increasing parent engagement. A detailed 
range of supporting strategies has been developed to 
implement “New Horizons” from the beginning of 2017.

Galen is clearly on the move with an ongoing 
commitment to continuous improvement.

New Horizons for Galen in 2017
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Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

Newsletter enquiries can be emailed directly to the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
•  Bernard Neal: Principal
•  Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
•  Marie Salinger: Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching
•  Genevieve O’Reilly: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
•  Dom Giannone: Business Manager
•  Anthony Batters: Professional Development Co-ordinator
•  Kylie Quin: Daily Organiser
•  Mick Grogan: Senior School Director
•  Rob Walker: Middle School Director
•  Wendy Chuck: Junior School Director

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. 
All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au 

School Board
Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
Suellen Loki: Board Chair
Colin McClounan: Deputy Chair
Bernard Neal: Principal
Phil Bretherton: CEO Representative
Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
Dom Giannone: Business Manager
Cheryl Impink:  Parents’ Assoc. Representative
Liz Nelson: Parent Representative
Hannah Clancy:  Parent Representative
Karen Archer: Parent Representative
Tracey Bright: Parent Representative

Parents Association Executive 
•  Jodie Sutton: President
•  Louine Robinson: Vice President
•  Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer
•  Karyn Howard: Secretary

Members of the Board and Parents Association can be 
contacted via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email:
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

Reminder to Families
Change of circumstances throughout the year of address, emails or telephone number please email your updates to: 

Admin-Enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au Thank you for your assistance. Have a lovely Xmas and Best Wishes for 2017. 
Kind Regards, The Office Team


