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Australia  Day  Awards
Congratulations to Year 12 student Marcel Tonini who was named Rural City of Wangaratta’s Young 
Citizen of the Year at the recent Australia Day award presentations. The college also congratulates 

Sarah Sherwill in Year 11 who was named runner up of the Young Citizen of the Year award.

• What factors contributed toward 
you receiving the award?
Marcel: The award is given to a 
young person who has been involved 
and has contributed to the Rural City 
of Wangaratta community. I think 
being involved in Youth Council, and 
the opportunities that arose from it, 
was one of the primary reasons for 
being nominated. Through Youth 
Council I’ve been involved in 
addressing issues that affect youth 
throughout the municipality, and I’ve 
also participated in advisory commit-
tees and planning committees, such 
as the one commissioned for plan-
ning the Teen Lounge refurbishment 
(in conjunction with the Wangaratta 
Lions Club). Another factor was being 
involved with some of the ANZAC 
Day and Remembrance Day events, 
including the We Remember event, 
where I played the Bugle Calls. I also 
played the Bugle Calls at Greta in 
October for the unveiling of the plaque at the Gathering 
Place there. In all, a broad involvement in the community 
has helped me attain this award.

• What are your goals/aspirations 
for this year?
I think I would just really like to focus 
on studying this year, but also music. 
I’d like to be as involved as I can be 
in music activities without being 
overcommitted.

• What do you hope to do next 
year/further study?
I’d like to take a gap year I think, and 
apply for one of the traineeships at 
council if I can. After the gap year I’d 
like to go to university and complete 
a science degree. At this stage I’m 
looking at heading into pharmacy.

• What advice could you give to 
other students who aspire to be 
nominated for the award in the 
future?
Be as involved as you possibly can! 
Take any opportunity that comes 
your way, especially ones that involve 

you in the broader community, like Youth Council. People 
are nominated based on their involvement and contribu-
tion to the community. Again, take all opportunities that 
come your way. You might feel as though you’re not doing 
much, but you’re contributions may turn someone’s head 
and you may well be nominated.

“Take any opportunity that comes your way”
Q and A with Marcel

Galen, my place of opportunity.
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From the Principal
Dear Parents and Guardians,

At the Welcome Assembly for our new Year 7 students last 
Friday I asked for a show of hands from those who were 
excited to be here at school. About 80% of the students 
spontaneously put up their hands. There was an air of 
expectation and excitement that was very obvious.

You will not be surprised to know that when I asked the 
same question at other year levels, the response was not 
quite as enthusiastic! Having said that, it was very clear as I 
walked around the yard at recess and lunchtime that most 
of those older students were relishing the renewal of 
contact with their friends.

Pursuit of personal excellence
For each year level, I went on to express my understanding 
that every individual in that assembly had the potential 
to pursue personal excellence. This was not a reference to 
those who might always win the academic awards on offer, 
or might always be the winners of sporting trophies or other 
public awards.

This was a reference to each person aiming to do their best 
and be their best: that every person in the room has the 
ability to do this. 

I asked why on earth they would settle for mediocrity in 
themselves not just as a learner, but also as a human being. 
Why on earth would they even contemplate the idea of 
doing or being the minimum of what they were capable?

The challenge was laid fairly at each student’s feet that 
when they get to the end of this year and look back, that 
they can honestly say to themselves: “I gave that year my 
best shot”.

This will be a recurring theme to which I will return through-
out the year with students, staff and parents.

Congratulations Marcel Tonini (Year 12)– R.C.O.W 
Young Citizen of the Year
On behalf of the whole Galen community, we extend our 
congratulations to Year 12 student, Marcel Tonini, for his 
recent award as the Rural City Of Wangaratta’s Young Citizen 
of the Year. Marcel received this award for his selflessness 
and innovation in creating opportunities to raise awareness 
of youth-focussed initiatives. 

Marcel’s Award was presented as part of the Rural City’s 
Australia Day ceremonies.

New building works completed
Over the holiday period we undertook several building 
projects:
• Refurbishment of Year 10 classrooms, Year 10 corridor  

  (completed for the return of students)
• Relocation and full refurbishment of the Junior School     
   portable classrooms (completed for the return of students) 
   – part of Master Plan: Stage 1a
• Full refurbishment of reception / front office (completed 
   this week)

New staff
We welcomed the following new staff to Galen this year.

New Deputy Principals:
• Marie Salinger – D.P. Learning & Teaching
• Genevieve O’ Reilly – D.P. Catholic Identity

New Junior School Officers / trainees:
• Blake Nixon
• Tomarsh Loki
• Grace McMahon
• Corey Van Aken
• Simeon Goeby

New teaching staff:
• Nigel Berenger
• Adam Burt
• Emma  Hunter
• Olivia jones
• Rebecca McLaurin
• Leonie Martino
• Fiona Neal
• Sheryl  Phillips
• Denise  Rigoni
• Caitlin Rizzo
• John Waldron

Coming events:
• Feb 3 – 5: Year 12 retreats at Bright & Howman’s Gap
• Feb 8: Parents Association – first meeting of the year - 
  6:30pm staff room
• Feb 9: Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Tuesday)
• Feb 10: Ash Wednesday
• Feb 18 – 19: Musical Production Camp

Parents Association meeting: all welcome
The Galen PA will hold its first meeting for the year on 
Monday 8 February from 6:30 until 8:00pm in the main 
staff room. Entry is either directly from grounds or via the 
front office.

I pray that the start of the year is peaceful, productive and 
positive for you all.

Bernard Neal
Principal



Our start to the new year in the Junior School has been very successfully. 
We were delighted to finally welcome our Year 7 students to Galen and they have 
made a tremendous start, settling into their new school calmly and confidently. 
Each of the homeroom teachers have reported that their new class has been 
friendly and cooperative and is taking on the theme of ‘Excellence’, which we 
discussed at our opening assembly.

Likewise the Year 8 students have made a positive start to the new year. 
With Year 7 under their belts these students are now our leaders in the Junior 
School. There will be many opportunities open to them this year and I encourage 
them all to explore new pathways and possibilities as the year unfolds.

Over the holidays there have been many changes in the junior area, the main 
one being the relocation of the Year 7 classrooms to make way for Stage 1 of the 
building program. These rooms have been refurbished with new carpets, new 
ceilings and they have been completely repainted. Many of the Year 8 rooms 
have also been painted and have new air conditioners installed. We are 
looking forward to completing the landscaping of this area to create an 
inviting and functional recreational space for the students.

We welcome some new staff to the junior area this year, Sheryl Phillips, Rebecca 
McLaurin and Nigel Berenger. Returning from leave Bernadette Albertson, 
Deidre Turner and Danielle Bell are also joining the Junior School team. 
The homeroom teachers and the Year 7 and 8 coordinators will have emailed 
parents with news about their respective year levels and homerooms. It is always 
great to hear from parents about how your sons and daughters are travelling so 
please do not hesitate to drop us a line.

Looking forward to a rewarding year in the Junior School for all of our students.

Wendy Chuck
Junior School Director

Junior School News
Wendy Chuck - Junior School Director
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Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 10.30am - 2.30pm
Thursday: 1.00pm - 5.00pm

Direct Line: 03 5723 8320
uniform.shop@galen.vic.edu.au

For student absences, phone: 5721 6322

Or email: absences@galen.vic.edu.au

What’s On

• Wed Feb 3 - Grade 6 testing catch up day
• Wed Feb 3-5: Year 12 Retreats
• Wed Feb 10 - Ash Wednesday
• Wed Feb 10 - Yr 12 Jumper Presentations
• Thurs Feb 18 - School Photos 
• Thurs Feb 18-20: Production Camp
• Fri Feb 19 - School Photos catch up
• Fri Feb 19 - Upper Hume Snr Cricket
• Tues Feb 23 - Yr 9 Project Rockit 
• Wed Feb 24 - House Swim Sports
• Mon Feb 29 - March 1: Year 11 Retreats 
• Mon Feb 29 - March 4: Yr 9 Adventure 
  Camp 1 
• Wed Mar 2 - Upper Hume Swimming
• Wed Mar 9 - Opening Mass
                           Years 10-12: Period 2
                           Years 7-9: Period 4
• Thurs Mar 10 - Injections Yr 7 B/G
• Thurs Mar 10 - Hume Senior Cricket
• Thurs Mar 10 - ZONTA Girls Breakfast
• Mon Mar 14 - Labour Day
• Tues Mar 15 - Hume Swimming
• Thurs Mar 17 - UH Volleyball/Tennis
• Wed Mar 23 - Parent/Teacher Evening
• Wed Mar 23 - Students finish Term 1
• Thurs Mar 24 - Parent/Teacher Morning
• Fri Mar 25 - Good Friday
• Sat Mar 26 - Holy Saturday
• Sun Mar 27 - Easter Sunday

• Mon Apr 11 - Term 2 begins
• Thurs Apr 14 - Athletics Sports
• Sat Apr 16 - Galen Deb 1
• Sun Apr 17 - East Timor Arrival
• Mon Apr 18 - Yr 9 Author Scot Gardner
• Tues Apr 19 - State Swimming
• Wed Apr 20 - Yr 11 Re-Connect
• Wed Apr 20 - Upper Hume Snr Footy
• Thurs Apr 21 - Yr 12 Re-Connect
• Thurs Apr 21 - Hume Snr Tennis
• Fri Apr 22 - ANZAC Assembly P.2 & P.4

For the latest Upcoming Events visit:
www.galen.vic.edu.au

ACTIVITYREFER TO POLICY THINK & REFLECT CASE STUDY

Galen Parents’
Association Events

The first Parent’s Association Meeting for 2016 will be held 
on Monday 8 February at 6:30pm in Staff Room. All parents 

are welcome to come along.

The Parents’ Association is also sponsoring a picnic on the school 
grounds after the first ‘Homework Hub’ on Wednesday 17 February. 
Students from all years, particularly Year 7, are invited to try the 
Homework Centre and then stay for a picnic afterwards. All parents 
are invited to the picnic to meet other parents and students. We 
look forward to seeing you there!
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Are you 13, 14 or 15 this year?
Want to learn something different?

Be part of Australia’s Leading Youth 
Development Organisation? 

Then come along and find out about 
the Army Cadets.           

                                                                                                 
When: 7.00PM, Thurs, 25 February 2016

Where?  Army Barracks, 
Sisely Avenue, Wangaratta.                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                       
Or phone Liz Rouse on: 0438 573 357

Welcome Back Senior School

Welcome back to all the students who have been at Galen Catholic College 
previously and a special welcome to the students who are joining us for 
the first time in the Senior School. We hope that you will enjoy your time 
here and that you will consider the many opportunities on offer. A warm 
welcome is extended to parents and guardians who are new to the 
Senior School.

The Senior School Pastoral Teaching team consists of the following 
personnel:
• Senior School Director: Mr Mick Grogan
• Year 12 Co-ordinator: Mrs. Anne O’Dwyer 
• Year 11 Co-ordinator: Mrs Kirsty Woods
• VCAL Co-ordinator: Ms Beth Code
• Year 12 Homeroom Teachers: Mrs Faithfull, Mrs Evans, Ms Code, 
   Mrs Whinray, Mr Sinclair, Ms Hopkins, Mr Pasztor/Mr Arcuri, 
• Year 11 Homeroom Teachers: Mr Faithfull, Mr Vickery, Mrs Walsh, 
   Mrs Byrne/Mrs Mitchell, Mr Cudini, Mr Burt, Ms Martino

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s homeroom teacher should the 
need arise.

Congratulations to Will Robinson and Chloe Hancock, the Co-Captains of the 
College for 2016. They will be wonderful ambassadors and strong leaders for 
Galen College. Congratulations are also extended to the following student 
leaders: Year 12 – Jesse Rickard, Will Eefting, Daina Sgarioto, Lucy Tharrat, 
Tess Keenan, Ben Lyons, Kate Saunders, Gabriel Martinelli, 
Year 11 – Tom Whitechurch, Isobel Judd, Zoe Gephart, Maddison Talarico, 
Lucy Lee, Brandon Mays, Oliver Biddulph, Jamyz Bright, Joshua Bevacqua, 
Emma Gamble. We are looking forward to working closely together as a 
team.

We also welcome back our Italian exchange students and trust that they 
have been enriched by the wonderful opportunity to send time in this part 
of Europe.

Congratulations to Marcel Tonini in Yr 12 who is the Wangaratta Youth of the 
Year and to Sarah Sherwill in Year 11 who is the runner up.

Year 12 students and parents/guardians are invited to the Jumper Presenta-
tion evening Wednesday, February 10 at the WPAC. Students are expected 
to be in full school uniform. Please move into the theatre from 7.10pm for a 
7.30pm start. The evening usually goes for about 90 minutes.

The Year 12 students will be on retreat from Wed 3rd– 5th February at 
Howman’s Gap and The Bright Chalet. 
 
Year 11 students doing Unit 3/4 subjects will have study periods while the 
retreat is on. 

Important Dates: 
• Jumper Presentation evening – 7.30 pm Wednesday Feb 10
• Swimming sports – Wednesday Feb 24
• School Photos - Thursday Feb 18
• Opening Mass – Wednesday March 9 

Senior School News
Mick Grogan - Senior School Director

Acceptable Use of 
Mobile Phones at 

School
In Year 7, 8 & 9 students may bring a phone 
to school but may not have them in the 
classroom OR the yard at recess and lunch-
times or they will be confiscated.
On the first occasion they are confiscated 
they are brought to the Junior Executive 
Office. We return the phone with a 
reminder that the students are not permit-
ted to have them out of their bag at 
anytime during the school day. This is 
recorded on Behavioural Tracking.
On the second occasion the phone is 
taken to the Main Office any parents are 
contacted and asked to collect the phone, 
also recorded on Behavioural Tracking.

If this continues to happen the student 
must leave their phone in the Executive 
Office during the day for a period of time, 
parents are contacted and this is 
recorded again.

In the Senior School digital devices may 
be used in class only when the teacher of 
that class for use gives direct permission 
in that lesson. These devices will often be 
used to record or store information in class 
which can be transferred to a computer. 
The College does not recommend students 
listening to music in class while working 
unless the assigned task suits this purpose. 
This will be at the discretion and direction 
of the teacher taking the class at the time. 
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
Invest in your most precious asset...Your Marriage!

Forget life’s tensions and interruptions and rekindle the closeness that 
brought you together. Recharge your relationship batteries and explore 
the precious nature of your marriage, allowing you both to share your 
feelings, hopes and dreams with each other in ways that normal, daily 
living tends to inhibit.

There is no group sharing. Couples and a priest present the 
weekend. It is based around Catholic values but couples of all faiths are 
welcome.

2016 Melbourne weekend dates: 8-10 April, 17-19 June, 19-21 Aug, 11-
13 Nov  

Starts 7pm on Friday. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation and all meals 
provided.

Information/Bookings: PH: Marianne & Marcel (03) 9733 0997 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au Website:www.wwme.org.au

ATTENTION: CURRENT YEAR 10 & 11 STUDENTS

• On the 10 March 2016, the Zonta Club Wangaratta is hosting the 
  “Young Women’s Career Breakfast” at The Gateway Quality Hotel.

• Cost $5.00 per student

• A continental breakfast will commence at 7.30am, ( please be 
  prompt) when you will be seated in your career interest area.

• The aim of the breakfast is to stimulate discussion between young 
  women, (Year 11/12 students 2016), about career options available.

• Each interest group table will include successful women who will 
  be able to assist you with information and give you a contact in 
  your particular career interest area.

• Key note speakers will comprise young women successful in their 
  area.

• At the end of the breakfast (9.30am) you will be transported by bus 
  back to school

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW WITH YOUR CAREERS 
ADVISOR OR COORDINATOR. PLACES ARE LIMITED.

Wangaratta 
Marathon 

& Fun Runs
Join the Galen & Friends Community 

Team by entering a fun run 

www.wangarattamarathon.com.au

Want to play Baseball?
The Wangaratta Baseball Softball 
Sports Club is recruiting young 
players to play the following 
games;
• TeeBall for children from 5 years 
   old up to the age of 10
• Coaches Pitch for both boys and girls from the 
   ages of 10 to 14.
• Baseball - new players over the age of 14 can 
   play Senior Baseball with their parent’s 
   permission.

The Sports Club will be holding the following 
clinics;
Baseball/Softball Sports Club at Targoora Park, 
Murdoch Road (next to Cathedral College) 
Every Wednesday from 10th February 2016 to 
30th March 2016, from 6pm to approx. 7pm. 
 
These practice and teaching games will be held 
each week until the last Wednesday in March 
(30th).  The club will have experienced players 
each Wednesday to teach the young ones to 
play and it is hoped to have enough kids turn up 
to hold two grades TeeBall and progress on to 
Coaches Pitch.  

These clinics are FREE, the Club will supply all 
equipment.  All we ask is that the children bring 
along their runners, a hat, a drink and the desire to 
play a fun sport and have fun and meet other kids.
For more information contact:

Kevin Pool - 0427 195456 
or go to the Rangers website: 

www.wangarattarangers.baseball.com.au 
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TICKETS
Wangaratta Performing

Arts Centre

April 28, 29 & 30
at 7.30pm

 
Sat April 30 at 1.30pm

Galen Catholic CollegeGalen Catholic College
presents

Save the date for Galen’s upcoming 2016 Production...

With a mixture of excitement and anticipation, a new cohort 
of promising Year 7s commenced their first day of second-
ary school last Friday (29th Jan) at Galen Catholic College. 
New students Noah Simmonds, Ryan Philpotts and Jacinta 
Buchan described their morning as “great” and “amazing!”

“I wasn’t really nervous, I was more just really excited”, said 
Ryan. Having already attended Galen’s Transition Program 
for Grade 6 students toward the end of 2015, Galen’s new 
Year 7s were already familiar with the Junior School and 
many of the teachers who’ll be leading them through their 
first year at the college.

Noah, Jacinta and Ryan each agreed that they are looking 
forward to the opportunity Galen brings. “It’s so much 
bigger than primary school”, said Noah. “We’re really looking 
forward to many new subjects and lots of great equipment 
to use”.

A bright year ahead

While Galen’s new Year 7s are just starting, senior VCE 
students are anticipating a big year ahead; for Year 12s, their 
final year at school. In his welcome address to students, 
Principal Bernard Neal asked that students embark on the 
year ahead with a focus on personal excellence, particularly 
as Year 12s plan for their future beyond Galen. “You each 
have teachers who are experts in their area, that have been 
selected to help you achieve your goals and are eager to see 
you all do well.” 

Deputy Principal Pat Arcuri echoed his words, asking that 
students make the most of the year by engaging in the 
plethora of opportunities that Galen offers outside the 
classroom. “From sport to productions, music, leadership, 
social justice and everything in between, make sure you 
finish the year knowing that you’ve given it your 
absolute best.”
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TARRAWINGEE CFA
presents the movie event not to be missed:

DVD & BOOK SALES, A NUMBER OF LOCAL HEALTH & WELLBEING EXPERTS, 
AS WELL AS SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS WILL AVAILABLE PRIOR TO THE 

SCREENING TO HELP YOU ON YOUR WAY TO GOOD HEALTH - SO COME 
ALONG EARLY FROM 6PM 

SCREENING STARTS AT 7:30PM  |  SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES
THAT SUGAR FILM is one man’s journey to discover the bitter truth about sugar. Damon Gameau embarks on a unique experiment 
to document the effects of a high sugar diet on a healthy body, consuming only foods that are commonly perceived as ‘healthy’. 
Through this entertaining and informative journey, Damon highlights some of the issues that plague the sugar industry, and where 

sugar lurks on supermarket shelves. THAT SUGAR FILM will forever change the way you think about ‘healthy’ food. 

thank you to our sponsors & supporters:

NORTH EAST LIFE  |  NORTH EAST NATURAL HEALTH CENTRE  |  YMCA 
SPORT NORTH EAST |  WANGARATTA WHOLEFOODS  |  GATEWAY HEALTH 

WEDNESDAY 2nd MARCH 2016  |  7.30pm

BOOKINGS & INFO: 5722 8105
wangarattapac.com.au
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College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Principal: Bernard Neal
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Phone: 03 5721 6322
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Newsletter enquiries can be emailed directly to the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
•  Bernard Neal: Principal
•  Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
•  Marie Salinger: Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching
•  Genevieve O’Reilly: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
•  Dom Giannone: Business Manager
•  Anthony Batters: Professional Development Co-ordinator
•  Kylie Quin: Daily Organiser
•  Mick Grogan: Senior School Director
•  Rob Walker: Middle School Director
•  Wendy Chuck: Junior School Director

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. 
All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au 

School Board
Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
Mark Williams: Board Chair
Bernard Neal: Principal
Phil Bretherton: CEO Representative
Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
Dom Giannone: Business Manager
Cheryl Impink:  Parents’ Assoc. Representative
Liz Nelson: Parent Representative
Suellen Loki: Parent Representative
Colin McClounan: Parent Representative
Hannah Clancy:  Parent Representative
Karen Archer: Parent Representative
Tracey Bright: Parent Representative

Parents Association Executive 
•  Elizabeth Jolly: President
•  Julie James: Vice President
•  Karyn Howard: Secretary
•  Karen Archer: Treasurer

Members of the Board and Parents Association can be 
contacted via the office on 035721 6322 or email:
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

Applications Open for 
Immersion Program 2016

Santa Teresa Mission,
Central Australia

 
To submit an application, students need to go to the 
Student Links tab on the SIMON homepage and answer the 
application questions before Friday 12th February 2016 (Term 
1, Week 2). Students will be interviewed early in Term 1 before 
the final 8 students are selected to attend the Immersion 
Program. 
 
WHO? 8 Year 10 & 11 students will attend (must be 16 at the 
time of the trip) along with 3 staff members.
 
WHERE? Santa Teresa (Ltyentye Apurte) is an Aboriginal 
Community 80kms east of Alice Springs.
 
WHEN?  August 20th – 27th 2016

WHY? Students from Galen go on the invitation of the Marist 
Brothers, who run the Santa Teresa primary school, as well 
as skill based programs for local youth. Students are able to 
experience life in an Aboriginal community first hand. 
The experience enables students to break down stereotypes 
and barriers, works towards reconciliation and reinforces 
service, social justice and tolerance towards others.

Like many families in her 
remote village, Doney and 
her family have often gone 
months without enough to 
eat. But with the support of 
Caritas Australia and local 
partner CADECOM, the 
people of Doney’s 
community have learned to harness their strengths. Today 
they are building new livelihoods, improving health and 
growing literacy to create paths towards a better future. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2016 and help peo-
ple in remote areas of Malawi harness their strengths and 
pave the way towards a thriving future. You can donate 
through School boxes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

Project Compassion 2016
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CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS      
FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring 
experiences in the great outdoors, excursions 
encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline 
and leadership.  All are part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government 

to assist eligible families to cover the costs of 

school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or 

are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible  

for CSEF. A special consideration category also 

exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 

allowance is paid to the school to use towards 

expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 

activities for the benefit of your child. 

The annual CSEF amount per student is:

 • $125 for primary school students

 • $225 for secondary school students.

HOW TO APPLY

Contact the school office to obtain a 

CSEF application form or download from                           

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

MORE INFORMATION

For the CSEF application closing dates 

and more information about the fund visit                              

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities 
that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps 
ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates 
for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria 
the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link 
between a student’s background and their outcomes.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS



  

  

 

 

 
 
CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  APPLICATION FORM  

 

 
 
School Name      School REF ID  

 

Parent/legal guardian details  
 

Surname         

First name         

Address        
 

Town/suburb    State   Postcode               
 

Contact number        

Centrelink pensioner concession OR  Health care card number (CRN) 

– – – OR 
 

Foster parent*  OR Veterans affairs pensioner 
 

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 
 

Student details  
 

Child’s surname    Child’s first name  Student ID  Date of birth  
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Year level  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink 
customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also 
authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET. 

 

I understand that: 
 

• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET 
personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status. 

 

• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school. 
 

• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and 
Excursions Fund can be determined. 

 

• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and   
Excursions Fund provided by DET. 
 
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and 
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance. 

 

You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your 
child’s school. 

 

Signature  of  applicant                                                                                     Date        /         /        



  

  

 

 

 

 
 
CSEF ELIGIBILITY 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 
 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility  

To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-
government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or; 

• on the first day of Term two; 
 

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of 
Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession 
Card (PCC) holder, OR 

b) Be a temporary foster parent, and; 
c) Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  
 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 
Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 
 

 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria  

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive. 
 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or 
secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive. 

 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 
 

Eligibility Date  

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being 
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (27 January 2016) or term two (11 April 2016). 

Closing Date 

Parents are encouraged to lodge the application form by 29 February 2016, so that payments can be made from March 
2016. However schools can accept parent applications up until 03 June 2016.  

 

 
PAYMENT AMOUNTS 

CSEF payment amount  

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the 
benefit of the eligible student. 

• Primary school student rate: $125 per year. 

• Secondary school student rate: $225 per year. 
 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or 
excursion costs for your child. . 

For ungraded students , the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary 
schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.  

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM 
 

1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section. 
Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your 
concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 

If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of 
documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner 
Gold card to the school. 

2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school. 

3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office. 
 

CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 
 
Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments sho uld be directed to the school.  



College Street Wangaratta
Phone: 03 5721 6322

Fax: 03 5721 6466
Email: principal@galen.vic.edu.au

Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au
P.O. Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

ABN: 65 163 726 691 

Galen
Catholic College

	  

	  
	  

28/01/16	   	   	   	  
	  
Dear	  Parents/Guardians,	  	  
 
As	  you	  know	  we	  take	  the	  health	  and	  safety	  of	  our	  students	  very	  seriously.	  	  As	  
such	  we	  are	  adopting	  a	  new	  health	  and	  safety	  application	  named	  CareMonkey	  for	  
all	  of	  our	  Outdoor	  Education	  &	  VET	  Sport	  &	  Recreation	  students. 
 
CareMonkey	  is	  an	  innovative	  parent	  controlled	  electronic	  medical	  form	  for	  
schools,	  clubs	  and	  other	  groups	  with	  a	  duty	  of	  care.	  It’s	  an	  electronic	  version	  of	  
the	  paper	  based	  forms	  you’re	  always	  having	  to	  fill	  in	  for	  excursions,	  camps,	  
enrolments,	  etc.	  It	  provides	  parents	  the	  opportunity	  to	  update	  medical	  
information	  promptly	  and	  accurately	  while	  providing	  the	  school	  with	  instant	  
access	  to	  the	  emergency	  information	  provided	  by	  you.	  We	  will	  be	  using	  the	  
CareMonkey	  app	  in	  the	  best	  interest	  of	  the	  children	  whilst	  also	  reducing	  the	  
burden	  on	  parents	  to	  fill	  out	  the	  same	  information	  on	  multiple	  forms	  throughout	  
the	  year. 
 
Users	  can	  use	  a	  PC,	  laptop,	  tablet	  or	  smartphone	  to	  enter	  the	  details	  including: 

• emergency	  contacts 
• medical	  contacts 
• medical	  checklist	  including	  asthma,	  allergies,	  seizures,	  diabetes 
• health	  and	  ambulance	  insurance	  details 
• notes	  and	  other	  care	  instructions	  from	  parents 
• and	  more… 

 
As	  a	  parent/guardian	  you	  will	  receive	  an	  invitation	  to	  join	  CareMonkey	  and	  enter	  
details	  for	  your	  child/children.	  	  By	  following	  the	  instructions	  you	  can	  create	  your	  
own	  free	  CareMonkey	  account	  and	  control	  all	  data	  about	  your	  child/children.	  
The	  CareMonkey	  system	  stores	  the	  information	  on	  your	  behalf	  and	  you	  will	  be	  
able	  to	  grant	  (or	  deny)	  access	  to	  your	  data	  with	  our	  school.	  You	  are	  also	  able	  to	  
share	  this	  data	  with	  any	  other	  group	  or	  individual	  you	  choose	  (eg.	  your	  child's	  
grandparents,	  their	  child-‐minder,	  their	  sports	  club,	  etc). 
 
From	  the	  schools	  perspective,	  this	  information	  will	  only	  be	  visible	  by	  the	  
relevant	  staff	  for	  your	  child	  and	  will	  be	  managed	  in	  accordance	  with	  the	  Privacy	  
Act.	  	   
 
You	  don’t	  need	  to	  do	  anything	  until	  you	  receive	  the	  email	  requesting	  the	  
information.	  Please	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  the	  school	  if	  you	  have	  any	  questions.	  You	  
can	  also	  visit	  the	  CareMonkey	  website	  for	  more	  information:	  
www.caremonkey.com 
 
We	  appreciate	  your	  assistance.	  
	  
Patrick	  Arcuri	  
Deputy	  Principal	  –	  Staff	  &	  Students	  


