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Galen welcomes new Year 7s

Australia Day honours for Jess

Galen’s new Year 7 cohort, includ-
ing 204 students have settled 
in well after their first week at 
Secondary School. When asked 
about their first impressions of 
Galen, both Tilly Aggenbach and 
Tyler Baxter both commented, 
“Big” and “Huge”. They also added 
that it seemed like a really good 
school with nice teachers. One 
aspect of Galen that both Tilly 
and Tyler are both looking for-
ward to during the year ahead is 
the range of subjects, including 
Food Technology, Sport, Materials 
& Tech and Art to name a few.

Old Collegian Jessica Lewis (pictured left above) was hon-
oured to be Named Youth Citizen of the Year at the recent 
Australia Day ceremony. The 2018 co-captain was a very wor-
thy recipient, through her initiative, leadership and involve-
ment in the community. Jess said she loves nothing more 
than seeing the ‘spark’ in other people she volunteers to help. 
A former youth councillor for Wangaratta, Jess is also involved 
in Girl Guides and the Lions Club. She is set to study Interna-

tional Relations at Deakin University this year. “I just like help-
ing people,” she said. “There’s a joy I get in seeing people have 
that spark when they’re doing something they enjoy.”   
Other nominated candidates included student Madalynn 
Baumanis for Youth Citizen of the Year and teacher Maree 
Timms for Citizen of the Year. They were also presented with 
certificates to recognize their contributions in the community. 
Congratulations to you all!
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Galen Catholic College is excited to announce the launch of it’s official Facebook page, please find attached 
guidelines in this newsletter for use of the page. Please note that this page is for communication to the 

Galen community.

Please like and share.

@GalenCatholicCollege
on Facebook

Welcome to the School Year of 2019! Our first Galen Parent 
Association meeting was held on Monday 4th February. 
We are very excited for this year, planning our first ever 
Trivia Night for the Galen Community in October. We 
always welcome new parents/guardians to the Associa-
tion, please come along and be involved in discussions 
on relevant issues that will benefit the education and/or 
wellbeing of your child. 
 

We look forward to meeting our new Yr 7 families at the 
Open Afternoon, next Tuesday 12th February 3.45pm-
5.00pm. Please come along and meet some of the parent 
committee members, find out what we do and how you 
could get involved too. We look forward to seeing you 
there.
 
Our next meeting is Tuesday 26th March 6.30 at the Galen 
Staff room.

Galen Parents’ Association

 If you would like to email the Galen Parents’ Association please do not hesitate on: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au
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Welcome to 2019
Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to the 2019 school year! In particular, a very warm 
welcome to all new families to our Galen community.

Whilst the weather for the first week back has been hot and 
thundery, it hasn’t dampened the enthusiasm of our return-
ing students. In speaking to students at the bus stop at the 
end of the day there were many who looked tired (especially 
the Year 7s) and ready to go home. But without fail, all the 
ones I spoke to – maybe 25 in total – all smiled and said that 
they were looking forward to coming back tomorrow! 

One Year 11 girl told me that she loved her first day because it 
had picked up right from where her Headstart classes had 
finished off in December. A Year 12 boy said he had a great 
day because they had covered a lot of new ground. A Year 
8 girl said she usually wasn’t much good at Maths but her 
teacher today made it easy to understand.

The Junior School Assembly that first morning set a tone 
of looking forward, being grateful, and reinforcing that the 
students were here to learn. The first assembly for the Senior 
School students will take place on Wednesday.

We have an exciting year ahead with increased emphasis on 
student leadership opportunities, the implementation of 
FIRST, a full school review and a new Strategic Plan (School 
Improvement Plan) to be developed for 2020-2022. We look 
forward to working with you over the coming year!

Parent news
The Galen Parents Association has already held its first meet-
ing of the year and has identified a number of activities they 
are planning for the year, including a Trivia Night later in the 
year, the Year 11 Deb Ball at the end of first term and a more 
casual meet-and-greet for the new Year 7 parents at the Open 
Afternoon on Tuesday afternoon next week. 

Meanwhile, the Galen FACE Team (Family And Community 
Engagement) has also met to plan two activities associated 
with the Year 12 Jumper Presentation Night on Wednesday 
6th February. A group of parents will lead a short session 
that evening around the Year 12 parents’ expectations of 
themselves, their child and the school in this, the last year of 
schooling for their child.

Galen Facebook Page
I am very happy to announce that a Galen Facebook page has 
been created and will be launched this week. Further details 
are included elsewhere in this newsletter. This is another 
string to the bow of Galen communications – we hope that 
those of you with Facebook accounts of your own will find 
our page informative and engaging.

IT update
Following several days of intensive work by our IT staff, 
library staff and office staff I am happy to announce that we 
recovered much of the data damaged in the IT “hack” we 
experienced last week. I can confirm that the damage was 
caused by a virus that was intentionally lodged in our 
network and almost certainly came from overseas. 
Naturally, we have informed police.

All of the programs and databases are operational again, 
including PAM and SIMON, but there will be some 
additional work needed to bring everything up to date. 
We are still checking through our data to assess which 
parts will be recoverable and which parts will not.

I repeat what I said in my email to you all last week that there 
has been no data breach and all personal details are safe. 
The virus concerned was designed to encrypt our data so 
that we cannot use it and thereby cause us major inconven-
ience, but not to copy that data or upload it.  

New staff
We welcome the following new staff to Galen this year:
Commencing Term 1 2019 

• Felicity Davis (Music Teacher)
• Mackensie Hansen (Maths Teacher)
• Penny Sear (Maths/Science Teacher)
• Nicola Powell (English Teacher)
• Aimee Tuck (Art Teacher)
• Anthony Holligan (Materials Tech Teacher)
• Kaitlyn Vayne (Drama Teacher)
• Robert Findlay (Science/Biology Teacher)
• Gerard Kelly (English/Literature Teacher)
• Taylah Reidy (Learning Support - ES)
• Jennifer O’Neill (Wellbeing - ES)
• Liam Keane (LSC Trainee)
• Georgia Allen (LSC Trainee)
• Lehi Patiole (LSC Trainee)
• Tom Young (Sport Trainee)
• Cooper Barnes (IT Support Trainee)
• Noel Boyd (Maths Teacher (Term 1)
• Daniel O’Dea (English Teacher)

And the following returning staff:
• Deidre Turner
• Gretta Porter
• Heather Crowhurst
• Taylah Reidy

Bernard Neal
Principal
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For student absences, phone: 5721 6322
Or email: absences@galen.vic.edu.au

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 9am - 5pm
Thursday: 8am - 4pm
Phone: 03 5723 8320

Email: galen@midford.com.au

Secondhand Uniform Shop
Wednesday: 1pm - 5pm

Galen Parents’ Association 
Email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Homework HUB
Every wednesday
3:30pm - 4:45pm
In the 
Resource Centre

Come along & get help.
      Bring your friends, study together. 
Stay on top of your work, don’t get behind.

School Fee Payments
This message is for the attention of any parents making fee payments in person 
at a bank branch or fee payments online. Galen has a number of unidentified 
transactions that we are unable to process due to invalid reference codes. Please 
check your Fee Statements to ensure you do not have any transactions missing 
from your payment history. This is also a friendly reminder to ensure that you are 
including your four digit fee account number as your reference when making 
direct credit payment.

Parent drop off and pick up zones
Could parents who drop-off or pick-up their children by car please use the areas 
in Phillipson Street and Park Crescent designated for this purpose. We have a 
developing problem with a number of parents using the main driveway and 
sometimes the car park off Park Crescent for this purpose. This is creating dan-
gerous congestion and hazardous conditions for both pedestrians and vehicles. 
So, please, no student pick-ups or drop-offs that involve driving onto school 
property before or after school.
Thank you for your assistance.

Dear Galen Parents/Guardians,
 
Thank you for your support at the beginning of the school year with 
supplying students with the correct school uniform.
 
It is fantastic to see our Year 7 and Year 8 students wearing the new 
uniform items as well as most of the rest of the College wearing the 
correct school uniform.
 
At the beginning of the school year all students were reminded of 
the Galen uniform policy as well as the consequences of not wearing 
the correct uniform.
 
We would like to make sure that parents/guardians are also aware of 
the consequences.
 
1.      If students are not adhering to the uniform policy and they do 
not have a parent note, parents will be notified by the homeroom 
teacher.

2.      If the student continues to be out of uniform or not comply 
with the uniform policy, then their parents will be called by their year 
level Pastoral Wellbeing Leader and they will be asked to pick up 
their child from school.
3.      If the student continues to be out of uniform or not comply with 
the uniform policy, then their parents will be called by the Deputy 
Principal – Staff & Students and they will be asked to pick up their 
child from school.
4.      A meeting with the student and parents will be scheduled with 
the Head of School/Deputy Principal if the student continues to wear 
the incorrect uniform.
 
The school appreciates the partnership and support of the parents/
guardians with adhering to the uniform policy.
 
Kind regards,
 
Patrick Arcuri
Deputy Principal – Staff & Students

Uniform Reminder

Year 7 Open Afternoon
Tuesday 12th February

3.45pm - 5.30pm
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Girls in Cyber 
Security

Are you a girl in year 9 or 10? 
Interested in cyber security? 
Find out about the Girls in Cyber 
Security Advancing (GiCSA) project. 
(Flyer attached in this newsletter) 
and contact Ms Timms asap.

The Project will involve workshops 
over 3 days in Wangaratta. You can 
take part in cyber security training, 
awareness workshops and a cyber 
security challenge.

Find out more:
Maree.Timms@galen.vic.edu.au
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Grab your friends and your dance partners 
to come join us for the 70s Disco Night Fun-
draiser for B2B. It's only $50 for a welcome 
drink, finger food, guest speaker Stuart Baker 
plus some super cool grooves. Saturday 9 
February at The Old Priory. 
www.trybooking.com/YIBT
https://www.b2b.org.au
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Galen Catholic College
College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Principal: Bernard Neal
Email: principal@galen.vic.edu.au
Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

For newsletter enquiries please contact the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
• Dale Gleeson: Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
• Jim Samon: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Anthony Batters: Head of Senior School
• Wendy Chuck: Head of Junior School
• Rob Walker: Director of Staffing
• Daniel Armitage: Professional Learning Leader
• Debra Doyle: Staff Representative 
• Matthew Turnbull: Staff Representative

School Board
• Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
• Colin McClounan: Board Chair
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Lyndel Annett: Staff Representative
• Cheryl Impink: Community Representative
• Chris Dwyer: Parent Representative
• Leah Waring: Parent Representative
• Matthew Fraser: Parent Representative
• Jodie Sutton: GPA Representative

Parents Association Executive 
• Kim Saunders: President
• Matt Chadban: Vice President
• Louine Robinson: Secretary
• Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer  

The Parents Association can be contacted via 
email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Members of the Board can be contacted 
via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email: 
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au

At Galen, we put learning 
Faith  Integrity  Respect  Self  Team

GALEN SWIMMING CARNIVAL!
Thurs 21st Feb

Swan Street Olympic Pool
Gates open 4pm

First event at 4.30pm

Wear your house colours and 
support your team!



 

 

 
 
 

Secondary School vaccinations in 2019 
 
The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 and 
10 students.  
 
These vaccines provide protection against: 
 
Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose for year 7 
students Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for year 7 students 
 
Meningococcal W – one dose for year 10 students 
 
Parents/guardians of year 7 and 10 students should look out for the vaccine 
consent card booklet coming home from school with your child. You need to 
read the information, complete and return the card regardless of whether your 
child is being vaccinated at school. 
The Rural City of Wangaratta immunisation service may contact you about the 
Secondary School Vaccine Program. Schools are authorised to provide basic 
parent/guardian contact details to local councils for this purpose. Contact the 
school by 28 February 2018 if you do not want your contact details given to 
the Rural City of Wangaratta immunisation service. 
 
To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the vaccines, 
the diseases they protect against, or how you can prepare your child for 
vaccination, go to http://immunehero.health.vic.gov.au/ 
 
Additionally, the Commonwealth government is funding vaccinations for all 
children under 20 years who missed scheduled vaccines. If students have 
missed vaccines, either in childhood or adolescence, and require catch-up 
vaccines, they should speak with their immunisation provider. (ie. local council 
or GP). 
The key dates of the vaccinations for Year 7 & 10 students at Galen Catholic 
College in 2019 are; 
 
Year 7 – HPV dose 1 & BTX – Thursday 7th March 
 
Year 7 – HPV dose 2 – Thursday 12th September  
 
Year 10 - Meningococcal W – Thursday 6th June  
 
Kind regards, 

 
PATRICK ARCURI 
Deputy Principal - Staff & Students 
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GALEN	SOCIAL	MEDIA	GUIDELINES		
	
To	be	read	in	conjunction	with	the	Galen	Catholic	College	Social	Media	Policy,	Digital	Citizen	policy	
and	procedures,	Staff	Internet	and	Email	policy,	Privacy	policy,	Staff	and	Student	Codes	of	Conduct,	
Staff	Bullying	and	Behavior	policy,	Child	Safe	Policies.	
	
Our	Social	Media	Intent	
Our	intent	is	to	broaden	our	means	of	communicating	with	the	Galen	school	community.		Our	
school’s	social	media	allows	our	community	to	keep	up	to	date	with	activities	and	events	through	an	
online	medium.		We	ask	that	our	community	accentuate	the	positives	and	bring	to	everyone’s	
attention	the	little	things	that	make	us	‘Proud	to	be	Galen’.	
	
Purpose	
The	College	is	committed	to	ensuring	that	all	Galen	Catholic	College	stakeholders	who	utilize	social	
media	technology,	do	so	in	a	safe	and	responsible	manner.		Galen	Catholic	College	strives	to	create	a	
professional	social	media	environment	that	mirrors	the	supportive	environment	of	our	school.	
	
Galen	Catholic	College	expects	those	who	are	part	of	our	community	to	show	courtesy	to,	and	
respect	for	others,	as	well	as	respecting	and	appreciating	the	good	reputation	of	our	school.			
	
Expectations	when	posting	to	Galen	social	media	platforms	

• Focus	on	the	content	of	posts	and	not	on	the	people	making	them.			
• Post	content	that	you	have	personally	created	or	have	permission	to	use.			
• Comply	with	all	libel,	slander,	copyright	and	privacy	laws.	
• Comply	with	Child	Safe	legislation	(Ministerial	Order	870)	
• Respect	our	community.	
• Utilise	the	online	community	to	share	successes.	

	
Monitoring	of	Galen	Catholic	College	Social	Media		
The	Principal’s	nominated	delegates	are	responsible	for	monitoring	and	providing	feedback	to	the	
Principal	regarding	social	media	posts.	
	
Galen	Catholic	College	has	the	right	to	monitor	and	remove	any	content	that	is	in	breach	of	these	
guidelines,	the	Galen	Catholic	College	Social	Media	Policy	(or	any	related	policy),	or	the	values	of	our	
school.	
	
Any	breach	of	these	Guidelines	may	also	involve	a	breach	of	other	Galen	Catholic	College	policies.		
Breaches	will	be	considered	by	the	Principal	or	nominated	delegate	and	will	be	dealt	with	on	a	case	
by	case	basis.	
	
All	reports	of	cyber	bullying	and	other	instances	of	technology	misuse	will	be	investigated	and	may	
result	in	a	notification	to	Police	where	the	school	is	legally	obliged	to	do	so.	
	
Users	who	breach	these	guidelines	will	be	asked	to	meet	personally	with	the	Principal	or	nominated	
delegate	to	discuss	with	them	how	their	use	is	in	breach	of	the	Guidelines	or	associated	policies.	
	
The	school	reserves	the	right	to	take	any	further	action	as	deemed	necessary	in	line	with	relevant	
school	policies.	
	
	



Girls in Cyber Security Advancing

Are you interested in Cyber Security?

Curious about careers in computing?

Are you a girl in year 9 or 10?

GiCSA is for you!

What is GiCSA?
Girls in Cyber Security Advancing (GiCSA) is a project aimed at getting year 9 and 10 girls interested in and 
involved with cyber security. Cyber security is a field suffering from a shortage of women, and GiCSA is working 
towards changing that.  Only 11% of all information security jobs are held by women, and more than half of those 
are admin or non-managerial positions.

We can change this!

What is involved?
The GiCSA program will run in six NSW regional towns where CSU campuses are located:  Albury-Wodonga, 
Bathurst, Dubbo, Orange, Port-Macquarie, and Wagga Wagga.  The project will involve:
• Cyber security awareness and training workshops over three days at your closest CSU campus.
•  Participation in an online cyber security challenge to work in teams of 4.  Training and mentoring will

be provided.
• Four best performing teams will be invited to participate in a Leadership and Entrepreneurship workshop to

be held in Wagga Wagga for three days.  Travel cost to attend the workshop will be paid for.
•  The leadership workshop will provide an opportunity to learn what it’s like to develop a cyber security

start-up and interact with some very successful women in cyber security.
• The best performing team will also be awarded complimentary attendance to the Australian Information

Security Association (AISA) National Conference 2020 to be held in one of the major cities, likely to be in
Sydney or Melbourne.

• All participants will receive a certificate of participation in the GiCSA project.

But I’m not good at IT.
That’s fine! No background knowledge is needed, you just have to be willing to learn.

Do I need to bring a laptop?
Laptops will be provided for the workshops, preloaded with all the tools and software you will need.

Interested? Please email: Ms Timms:  maree.timms@galen.vic.edu.au 



COMMUNITY FORUM 
How best to protect 
our human rights?

Panel discussion and Q&A session with:

Gillian Triggs - former President of the Human Rights Commission

Lee Carnie - Human rights lawyer & campaigner and panel discussion facilitator

Teela Reid - Wiradjuri and Wailwan woman, lawyer and human rights advocate

Father Peter MacLeod- Miller – Archdeacon of Albury and Hume.

7pm Thursday, 14 February 2019
Wangaratta Performing Arts Centre – MDF Alpine Theatre

33-37 Ford Street, Wangaratta, Victoria

Please register at  https://charterofrights.org.au/news-
events/rarforum OR at the community forum on the night



2019 Autumn Season is here! 
To align with Basketball Victoria Age groups have now 

changed  

We are also running a Youth Women league for those 
girls capable and upto Under 20   if we have a enough 

interest this will go ahead  —— So please go out and find 
your friends come along have some fun, stay fit and 

healthy and learn some skills! 

For Further information or to Register Online at 
www.wbi.org.au or email courtmaster@wbi.org.au or  

domestic@wbi.org.au 




