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The annual 'VCE Showcase' exhibition 
at Benalla Art Gallery opened to a large 
crowd on Friday 8th November and Galen’s 
Unit 3/4 Studio Art students had the 
pleasure of seeing their work displayed 
in a public art space. VCE Showcase is 
an exhibition of painting, photography, 
mixed media, ceramics, animation, draw-
ing and installation produced by Studio 
Arts students in North East Victoria. Galen 
was represented strongly at the exhibi-
tion with works from 12 of our students on 
show. Other regional schools included FCJ 
College Benalla, Euroa Secondary College, 
Mansfield Secondary College and Benalla 
P-12 College.
Open until the 8th December, work from 
Galen students includes pieces by Sara 
Cope, Olivia Gamble, Henry McCormick, 
Grace Britton, Matilda Drage, Rachel 
Fischer, Sumi Kamiyama, Grace Fleming, 
Jasper Niedra, Claire Pronk, Rebecca 
Johnstone and Katie Nash. 

VCE Showcase Opening

Spotlight on 
The Arts

L-R: Students including 
Sara Cope, their 
teacher Janet Leith, 
Rebecca Johnstone, 
Matilda Drage, Rachel 
Fischer and Jasper Niedra 
attended the official 
opening of VCE Showcase 
at Benalla Art Gallery last 
Friday 8th November.

Photos: Mal Webster

INSIDE: Jnr Production photos, Wangaratta Art Gallery Award, STEM Girls to the Front + more!
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Congratulations to Rachel Fisher who has won the 2019 Friends of Wan-
garatta Art Gallery Prize. Rachel was formally presented with the award 
on Friday 8th November alongside the opening of ‘In Her Words’ a touring 
exhibition currently on show at Wangaratta Art Gallery.
 
Through the generosity of the Friends of the Wangaratta Art Gallery, this 
$1000 award involved an application process and is awarded to a suc-
cessful applicant who intends to continue pursuing the visual arts after 
completing secondary school. After receiving her award on Friday night, 
Rachel departed with her family to attend the opening of ‘VCE Showcase’, 
a new exhibition featuring 12 Galen students and their artwork at Benalla 
Art Gallery (see front page).

Congratulations on receiving this award Rachel, we wish you all the best!

Rachel awarded Friends of Wangaratta 
Art Gallery Prize

On Friday, 8th November, our Year 10 Studio Art Photography class, along 
with the Year 11 Studio Art class attending The Wangaratta Art Gallery 
to view the photographic exhibition, 'In Her Words'. The exhibition was 
curated by Olivia Poloni and our classes were presented with a talk by 
the gallery staff, who provided an informative and detailed analysis of 
many of the works on display.  We really enjoyed viewing the artworks 
and learning about the stories behind them. We were fortunate enough 
to have had several lessons spent with our pre-service teacher, Miss 
O'Sullivan, researching the backgrounds of the women photographers; 
their cultures, their life stories and inspirations.  This really enabled us to 
understand the artworks in more depth. It was very interesting seeing 
the different formats and materials that each individual artist used when 
displaying their artworks and being able to view them in a gallery setting.  
It was also helpful to compare and evaluate the artworks as a group, hear-
ing everyones thoughts and opinions. 
 
Grace McInnes
Yr 10 Studio Art Photography

Spotlight on The Arts

Senior Arts gain insight to In Her Words
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Spotlight on The Arts

Audience members had their wishes 
granted in ‘The Magic Lamp’ last Monday 
and Tuesday as students from Year 7-9 
brought the story of story of a young 
Aladdin to life on stage at Wangaratta 
Performing Arts Centre.
Complete with well-loved songs such 
as “A Whole New World”, “Prince Ali” and 
“Friend Like Me”, the students provided a 
very entertaining show, even with some 
very witty ad lib commentary thrown in!
Students on-stage, behind the scenes and 
in the orchestra were all capably led by 
their teachers and importantly the Year 
10 Directors who play an integral part in 
the Junior Production. “I am always very 
impressed with both the enthusiasm and 
skill level shown by these student leaders 
(Year 10s). The performers (students from 
Years 7-9) all enjoy working with their 
peers”, noted teacher and Production Co-
ordinator Julie Nolan. “Our Junior Produc-
tion is a great learning tool and gives all 
students the opportunity to take part in 
the show, develop new skills and grow as 
young, emerging performers.”  

The Magic Lamp Junior Production
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Maddy to be Judges Advisor at 
2019 Australian VEX National 

Championships Adelaide
Year 12 student Madalynn Baumanis has been ask to be the “Judges Advi-
sor” at the 2019 Australian VEX National Championships at the Adelaide 
Convention Centre in December.  This is an extremely prestigious and crucial 
role at the VEX Nationals. VEX leadership know of her qualities to be able to 
connect and engage with people. They have confidence in her to be able to 
explain the values and ideals of the VEX Robotics Competition. They have 
seen her shine on the world stage as a team captain at the 2018 VEX Worlds 
and then as a volunteer judge at the 2019 VEX Worlds, in Louisville Kentucky.
Maddy was invited to be in this role, as she is currently the only person in 
Australia to have been a judge in both VEX IQ and VEX VRC at a VEX Worlds 
Standard.  Last year at 2018 VEX National Championships they “imported” 
the Judges Advisor from New Zealand, as there was no one in Australia 
that had judged at VEX Worlds Standard. The role will include mentoring/
guiding 20 judges from relevant STEM Industries, through the VEX Robotics 
Judging process and coordinating their organization and time management 
throughout the three day event. Maddy will be the key person these STEM 
Industry leaders will interact with throughout the event. This is a huge role 
for this young regional student, and one she is excited about. From all of us 
here at Galen, congratulations Maddy!

Aleeta progresses 
through to Cyber 
Security Program 

Phase 3
Through the Girls in Cyber Security Advanc-
ing (GiGSA) Challenge, a program a number 
of Galen girls took part in earlier this year, 
Year 10 student Aleeta Carmody has been 
invited to attend stage three of the Challenge 
to be held next year.
Phase 1 of GiGSA was held at CSU Wangaratta 
Regional Study Centre in February. This initial 
project aimed at getting year 9 and 10 girls 
interested and involved with cyber security, a 
field that suffers from a shortage of women. 
Only 11% of all information security jobs are 
held by women, and more than half of those 
are admin or non-managerial positions.
Phase 2 involved Aleeta completing an indi-
vidual online challenge during the Septem-
ber school holidays, including 100 questions 
based on what they learnt in the workshop.
Through Aleeta’s initiative, she has been suc-
cessful in progressing to Phase-3 of the GiCSA 
program. Phase-3 constitutes participating in 
a three day Leadership and Entrepreneurship 
Workshop which is scheduled to be held on 
6-8 April 2020 in Wagga Wagga, with travel 
and accommodation expenses covered.
Congratulations Aleeta, we wish you all 
the best!

VEX & STEM News

Girls to the front!

Teacher Maree Timms proudly won the Zonta Wangaratta Woman of the 
Year at a function on Saturday evening 9th November at King River Café. 
The award recognises exceptional service to education and the local 
community. “It’s a real honour to receive this prestigious award and be 
recognized by such a wonderful organisation as ZONTA,” said Maree.
“ZONTA’s ideals are about empowering women and young females. 
Through my love and passion for STEM and VEX Robotics I have seen a 
real growth and been able to create opportunities for our female stu-
dents to engage and thrive in this area. To gain this recognition is truly 
amazing and humbling.”
“To also be presented the award at ZONTA’s Centenary Celebrations in 
front of a large audience of fabulous ZONTA Women and their husbands 
and partners made it extra special.”  Well done to Maree, a very worthy 
recipient!

Zonta Wangaratta Woman of the Year

Above: Lyndsay Fiddes, Madalynn Baumanis, Maree 
Timms, Cathryn Carboon and Christine Haddrick.

Maddy pictured 
with VEX Worlds 
Volunteer 
Coordinator 
Taunya Weber.
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For student absences, phone: 5721 6322
Or email: absences@galen.vic.edu.au

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 9am - 5pm
Thursday: 8am - 4pm
Phone: 03 5723 8320

Email: galen@midford.com.au

Secondhand Uniform Shop
Wednesday: 1pm - 5pm

Uniform Shop - 30% off Galen Sports Jackets!
Current stock of the Sports Jacket is selling at a discounted price of $56.00 (30% 
off). If you require one, visit the shop now for a great price! Uniform items can also 
be purchased online. Please go to the following link for details: www.galen.vic.edu.au/
uniform-shop. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to make contact with the 
shop on: 5723 8320 or email: galen@midford.com.au

2/24 Battalion
Association Awards

Congratulations to Lachlan 
Carboon (second from left) for 
his citizenship award from 
Wangaratta’s Own 2/24 Battalion 
Association. It was a great privilege 
for the recipients to meet 101 year 
old veteran Hautrie Crick at their 
award presentation.

Hannah to represent at 
Championships USA

With a passion for speed, year 8 student Hannah Phillips has 
secured a spot to compete and represent Australia at the 2020 
NBHA Junior World Championship in Perry, Georgia USA.
Hannah competes on her horse Dallas across Victoria and NSW 
and recently at the ABHA finals at Tamworth. Congratulations 
and all the best Hannah!

Thank you!
St. Bernard's would like to thank the 
Year 11 Galen Community Service 
students who visited our school each 
fortnight, this year. These students 
helped our students and staff in a 
variety of ways, including gardening, 
sorting library books, reading with 
children and much more! We really 
appreciated their time, energy and 
enthusiasm!

From the Staff and Students at 
St. Bernard's Primary

Year 8 Girls Tennis Hume Champions!

Congratulations to Jasmine Scott, Lauren 
McInnes, Ruby Rigoni, Tori Sampson and 
Sophie Paton who will be contesting the 
state finals in Melbourne on Thursday 21st 
November. Good luck girls!
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Year 9 Humanities students 
were treated to an immersive 
history experience. As part of the 
study of Australia in World War 1, 
Shane Blackman from WW1 
Living History delivered a 
powerful glimpse into what 
life may have been like on the 
Western Front. Students were 
able to interact with many 
artefacts from the battlefield 
including bullet cases, artillery 
shells, shrapnel, a replica trench 
and uniforms. Each class had 
students pick items that were 
of interest to them, with the 
use and history of the source 
then being explored. Shane was 
engaging and able to highlight 
to students the huge sacrifices 
made by young men and women 
during the Great War.

Year 9 Humanities gain World War 1 insight



7    |    www.galen.vic.edu.au

Year 7 Boys Volleyball
On the 31st of October the year 7 boys and year 7 and 8 
girls we went down to Wodonga to play volleyball. The first 
game we played was but they didn’t come so we won the 
next game we played was agents Tallangatta it was hard at 
the start because we hadn’t played for a wail we ended up 
winning both sets. The last game was agents Nome dame 
that was the hardest game and most stressful game be-
cause we had to win to go through to state in Melbourne, 
we lost the first set but came back strong in the second set 
and won. Last set first one to fifteen goes to Melbourne the 
year 7 and 8 girls had made it to Melbourne. We won yes 
but only by abit the score was 15-11 1it was so close but we 
are going to Melbourne.

Kade Micheli

Year 8 Girls Volleyball 
The year 8 girls' first game was against the Alexandria. 
We were all a bit nervous but we came through with a win. 
We then played against Yarrawonga p12 college, we went 
down 8 nill in the first set but came through to win both 
sets. Our final game was against Notre Dame college from 
shepparton, we were all struggling with the pressure but 
we stuck together and came through to win. We now move 
onto the next level in Melbourne. Our team consisted of 
Sienna Sims, Jennifer Taylor, Olivia Cheeseman, Tara Willet, 
Ruby Cook, Charli Rispin, Ashley Shallue, Makai Eames. 
Thanks to Mrs. Orton for taking us and Tommy for umpiring 
us. We had a great day. 

Jennifer Taylor

Trivia Night 2019
The Galen Parents' Association Trivia Night was a huge success. 75 
people attended the night with their thinking hats on, winning prizes 
and enjoying a great night! We would like to thank all the businesses 
(attached in this issue of Reflections) who donated prizes on the night, 
your support is much appreciated.

Galen Parents’ Association
Next meeting - Mon 25th Nov

Come along to our end of year get 
together!

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday 25th 
November 6.30pm, this is our end of year social 
get together at Café Martini, please RSVP to 
gpa@galen.vic.edu.au if you would like 
to attend.
We always welcome new parents/guardians 
to our meetings, so please come along and be 
involved in discussions on relevant issues that 
will benefit the education and wellbeing of 
your student. 

I look forward to seeing you there!

Kind regards

Kim Saunders
President
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Cows Create Careers
21 Year 7 students attended Cows Create Careers in Wodonga 
on the 6th of November. Students came from as far afield 
as Tumbarumba, as well as Corowa, Beechworth and Galen 
Catholic College. 

This was a follow up to our nurturing of two young dairy 
calves which students in 7.4 and 7.8 fed, monitored and 
looked after for 3 weeks in August. The calves were kindly 
supplied by Greg and Joy Johnson from Oxley Flats and we 
also had Simon Billings from Saputo come and talk to stu-
dents about the dairy industry at the start of the Unit. A big 
thankyou to Maree Timms, Stephen Rossica, Giles Eslam, Carla 
Murphy and Heather Crowhurst  who all helped in making 
sure calves were fed and locked up each night.

At the Cows Create Careers day students received awards for 
their presentations about what they had learnt about various 
aspects of the dairy industry. Eden Hill from 7.4 won the re-
gional award from the area around Shepparton to as far afield 
as Tumbarumba for her model and presentation. She received 
a $30 voucher from Dairy Australia. Well done to Eden for her  
Model of the 5th food group. 

There were lots of activities and our fist winners were Victoria 
Broady and Lily Schubert who won a block of chocolate each 
for answering all the quiz questions correctly. This was fol-
lowed by lunch and our bus trip home.

Robert Findlay - Year 7 Science Teacher

Galen Catholic College participated in a minute’s silence 
to mark the 101st anniversary of the end of World War 1. 
A wreath was laid by students at both at school and at 
the cenotaph in town. Students relevantly honored the 
sacrifices made by our service men and women.
 
Lauren Sykes
Learning Area Leader - Humanities

Remembrance Day Team Timor car wash 
for a cause

The Timor Leste 2020 Immersion group kicked off their 
fundraising efforts with a lunchtime bake sale last Friday 15th 
November. The group will also be holding a car wash at 
Bunnings this coming Sunday the 24th November from 10am 
till 2pm. Galen has been involved in fundraising to rebuild a 
school at Abafala, an isolated community in Timor since 2013. 
During that time great progress has been made and the com-
munity is incredibly grateful for Galen’s continued support and 
connection through our immersion experiences. Make sure you 
come along to Bunnings Wangaratta on Sunday and drive away 
with a sparkling car, all for an excellent cause!
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Galen Catholic College is delighted to inform you of the 
school’s new initiative to provide parents/guardians and 
students with the ability to trade second-hand textbooks 
via an online Sustainable School Shop website.
 
Second-hand textbooks from 2020 booklists will no longer 
be available through the Second Hand Uniform shop which 
operates on a Wednesday and will continue to support 
families with uniform only. This new service is available 
online 24hrs, a very convenient method of 
buying or selling items.
 
Please follow the steps below to Register an account:
1. Visit the website:  

https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au
2. Click on Register – enter details to create an account 

and select Galen Catholic College as your school
3. Upon Registration you will then receive an email with 

password to activate your account
4. Log In – start selling or buying second-hand books
 
The school is providing this free subscription to all our families to access, please find the introductory letter attached in this 
newsletter for further information.
 
If you require any further clarification, please contact the Main Office on (03) 5721 6322.

Secondhand Textbooks

The Magic Lamp Junior Production
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At the recent Hume Table Tennis Tournament, 5 Table tennis 
teams were successful and will now go through to the State 
Finals.  The Year 7, Year 8 and Year9 & 10 Girls will now play 
down at MSAC in Melbourne on Wednesday 20th November 
and the Year 8 and Year 9 & 10 teams will play at MSAC in 
Melbourne on Friday 29th November.  The Year 8 boys were 
runners up. The reports for the day are below.
 
Year 9 & 10 Girls Table Tennis
On Tuesday the 29th of October Emma Hughes, Caitlin 
Sommerville, Beth Cope, Yasmin Budic, Hannah Snowden and 
Emily Keys participated in the Hume regional finals for Table 
Tennis. The girls played some excellent table tennis and
as a team, we played extremely well winning all of our 
matches, which helped us make it to the state championships. 
We are now looking forward to the State Championships in 
Melbourne.
 

Year 8 Girls Table Tennis
On the 29th of October Year 7 girls comprising Jasmine Scott, 
Ruby Rigoni, Hannah Gillies, and Holly Vincent competed in 
the Hume table tennis championships in Wangaratta.  The 
girls played extremely well winning all of their 3 matches 
convincingly without dropping a set.  The girls were very hap-
py with their end result finishing 1st which makes them go 
through State Championships to be held on Wednesday 20th 
of November in Melbourne at MSAC. All girls are very excited 
to be competing at State level in the next couple of weeks.
 

Year 7 Girls Table Tennis
 On Tuesday the 29th October the year 7 girls team went 
to the table tennis centre to compete in Upper Hume table 
tennis competition. The team consisted of Maddy Walker, 
Eva Kelly, Summer Norton, Jessica McInnes, Ellie Miller and 
Rose Henry. The girls played very well and combined well as a 
team.  They were successful in every game winning the whole 
competition. They will now continue to compete at the State 
Championships in Melbourne. We had a lovey time and it was 
a great experience that we are all thankful for.  

 

Year 7 Boys Table Tennis
On Thursday the 31st of October, the Year 7 boys went down 
to the “Wangaratta Table Tennis Centre” to compete in the 
Regionals for Table Tennis. The team consisted of Jez Rigoni, 
Deacon Cleal, Bay Pellegrino and Will Phillips. We played three 
matches against Mansfield Secondary College, Wanganui Park 
Secondary College and Yarrawonga P-12. Everyone played 
extremely well and we won all of our matches convincingly; 
six sets to love. Now we will head off to the state finals in Mel-
bourne. Thank you you to Mr. Burt and Tommy Young for tak-
ing us down and coaching/scoring us on the day.   Jez Rigoni

 

Year 8 Boys Table Tennis
The Year 8 team comprising Aaron Prentice, Matthew Lugg, 
Logan Box and Adam Asla came up against the state 
champions in Yarrawonga and although putting up a gallant 
performance they came out runners up on the day.  They had 
2 very good wins against other schools.  We really enjoyed 
the experience and look forward to next year now.

 

Year 9 &10 Boys Table Tennis
The Year 9/10 boys team played extremely well and were 
successful in all of their games and played some exciting 
tabletennis.  Alex McCarthy, Rhys Rigoni, Joe Allen and Tom 
Johnstone were 
the boys that 
represented this 
team and will now 
represent Galen 
at the State 
Championships 
in Melborne.

Hume Table Tennis Tournament
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Several of Galen's budding young writers offered their work 
up for judging as part of the recent Young Writers Award.
Held to coincide with the Rotary Club of Wangaratta Book 
Fair and Wang Lit Fest, the writing competition attracted a 
strong field of entries across the prose, and poetry/song lyrics 

categories for young people aged between grade five and 
year 12. Prize winners received cash awards for their efforts, 
and their work was displayed at the two day book fair at St 
Patrick's Hall. Some of the winning entries from Galen 
students are published in this issue of Reflections.

Young Writers Awarded

Lullaby worth hearing
By Ebony Grant (Year 11)

Sail away on a cartoon tugboat
Not even it could stop me from staying afloat
Catching a ride on the next rocketship out
Not even burning planets could make me turn back now

It’s a lullaby worth hearing
But the pain might leave you teary
It’s a novel that’s worth reading
But keep it locked up for safekeeping

Lock it away
When you’re through
Make sure it can
No longer hurt you

Keep it safe
Never know
When it may
Prove useful

I threw it away into the void
Thought that it was truly destroyed
Gotta say, I’m glad it’s back though
Now I know when I’m being attacked
Oh, no, no

Thought it was a lullaby worth hearing
But the pain, oh, it was searing.
Thought it was a novel that’s worth reading
But it needs more than just safekeeping

Lock it away
When you’re through
Don’t let it even begin
To hurt you

If it breaks
Then you know
You don’t need to
Think it’s useful

I’m away
I’m awake
I’m away
I’m awake

It’s no lullaby worth hearing
The pain is nothing if not searing
Not a novel that’s worth reading
No, it is not worth keeping

Ebony with Rural City of Wangaratta 
mayor Dean Rees at the Wang Lit Fest launch.

Tradgedies
By Clodagh Duffy (Year 7)

If my pain were an ocean,
There would never be land.
If my love were a desert,
There would only be sand.
If my loyalties were a fire,
There would be only flood.
If my desires were stars,
they would shine the brightest.
If my heart was a tragedy,
No one could survive.
If my happiness were to grow wings,
I would be grasping for the sky.
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Shelter from the Storm
Samuel Willoughby (Year 11)

My eyes were still fixed on my half-eaten sandwich when I felt 
the ball fly past the back of my head. 
I spun around in response, dropping my sandwich. The ball 
was now pinned to the brick wall behind me. On second 
glance the ball was, in fact, a soaking wet mixture of toilet 
paper now a flattened pancake against the wall. A popular 
weapon of choice within a school environment. Another 
paper ball had now suddenly stuck itself to the wall, breaking 
me into a startled panic. 
I squinted my eyes and scanned the space around me, even 
looking up towards the tree line overlooking the school fence. 
I was almost expecting a Viet-cong sniper to be perched up in 
one of the trees preparing for another attack. 
‘You’re dead four-eyes!’ The voice had come from behind me 
just out of sight but the loud threat was enough to replace my 
curiosity with excitement. 
Oh no, it’s him, I think to myself, sweat already crawling down 
my forehead. 
That voice belonged to Aidan; highschool bully extraordi-
naire. Every now and then you could hear similar threats 
being thrown out across the football oval to some unlucky 
kid, who had probably spilt apple juice on Aidan’s new Nikes 
earlier in the day. If he wasn’t ditching class, doing pushups 
against his locker or trying to get high in the toilets, he was 
beating on some poor kid out behind the school library. To 
him, and many others like him, it was a game. Find a small and 
skinny kid who probably couldn’t knock out a fly, and beat 
him until he was nearly dead. That was his mentality. That’s 
how you know your really tough. 
In that moment, I assumed that the reason he was throwing 
paper mache balls at me had something to do with me 
dobbing on him to his mother; my sports teacher. I had seen 
him exchanging what seemed to be zip-lock bags of weed 
behind the school car park with junior students. I do admit, 
dobbing on him wasn’t the brightest thing to do but nor did 
I expect his mother to name the messenger, and now Aidan 
had come to shoot the messenger. 
His burly figure soon appeared from around the corner now 
charging directly towards me like a bull pursuing its next tar-
get. I quickly readjusted my glasses before I jerked myself out 
of his path at the last second. His outstretched hand narrowly 
missing my collar before coming to rest on the wall I had been 
seated against. I could tell by the fire in his eyes and how hard 
he was trying to squash me, that he was mad.

I had made the mistake of sitting alone that day, completely 
isolated from the rest of the school; totally captured by my 
own deep thoughts bouncing around my head. Some days I 
would sit alone here and elsewhere, where I would typically 
be reading a book. I had no desire to make friends in the real 
world, except the ones I could read about and understand on 
a deeper level. At least with fictional friends, I couldn’t directly 
speak with them and make mistakes, only watch from above. 
Aidan had quickly regained his balance and was now gear-
ing up for another charge. His fiery eyes now locked to mine. 
Whatever punishment his mother dealt out must have really 
impacted him because, for a moment, I thought he’d just 
about kill me if he really wanted to. 
I should've kept my mouth shut. No getting out of this.
‘So the only words to come out of your stupid mouth is to call 
me out!’ he spits.
Yup, I’m definitely not getting out of this alive.
Something changed in his appearance. He was beast-like 
now. There was even drool dripping down his bottom lip 
which made me question his sanity at that moment. 
‘Maybe I should keep that mouth of yours shut for good,’ he 
threatened, stepping closer.
He now had me cornered. I had chosen my lunch-time sitting 
spot poorly, cramped around the corner of the school study 
centre just waiting to be snatched up in the claws of a hungry 
beast like Aidan. 
‘I’m sorry, alright,’ I nearly choked on my words, ‘I wasn’t 
thinking’. 
He was now rolling his sleeves back like a chef ready to rip 
open a lobster. I shuffled my feet back slowly, reaching my 
hand behind, ready to touch the brick wall that I imagined my 
head would soon be up against. Then I heard it. A whisper: 
‘Psst, over here.’
To my right was a corrugated fence twice my height with a 
set of eyes peering over. It was a brown-haired boy about the 
same age as me. I recognised him from my Literature class, 
although I couldn’t put a name to him. 
‘Psst!’ he whispered again sounding more desperate than 
before. 
Without even thinking, I knew what I had to do. 
Time to get out of here, I told myself. 
Adian had seen the boy too, now stepping into a full-on 
sprint, fist reeled back into a hook. With my copy of Boy Swal-
lows Universe now tucked away inside my jacket, adrenaline 
now coursing through my veins and the combined faith of 
the Spartan army, I launched myself at the fence, scaling it in 
one go. I dived headfirst down towards the shrub on the other 
side. I quickly wrapped my arms over my face preparing for 
impact, while also trying to protect my expensive glasses that 
my mother had distinctly said to ‘look after them like your life 
depended on it’. I landed on my chest, pain roaring through 
me like fire. It was like landing on a cactus; the sticks and 
twigs tearing into my shirt and flesh. I struggled to stand up, 
letting out a wheeze. I was now in a narrow alley between the 
back of the school classrooms and the neighbourhood fences. 
It was full of shrub, rusted metal sheets and a few loose bricks 
piled along the side. This place looked like it had not been 
touched in a long time. Actually, this was still on school prop-
erty, however I doubt under school policy students were ever 
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allowed in a place like this. It’s completely tucked out of sight. 
Looking ahead I could see the boy from my Literature class 
darting through the bushes ahead of me as if leading me 
into Narnia. There was a loud thump from behind me. Aidan 
was attempting to heave his behemoth of a body over the 
fence letting out beastly grunts. I hobbled through the debris 
almost tripping on every immovable object in my path. I 
cautiously peeked over my shoulder looking back at the 
fence, and just like Hercules from The Sandlot, Aidan soared 
over the fence landing on both feet with an earth shattering 
thump. 
‘I’m coming for you little pig,’ he says in the most unsettling 
and sinister way imaginable.
I was now on my hands and knees crawling through the 
sharp debris and thick vegetation as fast as I could. My 
breaths were quickening and I felt the downwards spiral of 
my adrenaline. My legs and arms now significantly weaker. 
Anxious thoughts crossed through my mind knocking away 
any pain I was feeling in my hands as I ripped through the 
branches of the shrub around me. 
I hadn’t felt this anxious since church camp. I can still 
remember battling with my parents, refusing to leave our 
old Toyota Land Cruiser, tearing at the car door. To be placed 
completely surrounded by unknown faces in an unknown 
land while religious school teachers tried reciting the book 
of Psalms until I would calm down. Growing up I never found 
comfort in being around others. I would almost cringe at the 
sight of children my age running around playing tiggy or 
football laughing like drunks. But in that moment of torment, 
I would give anything for that boy to come running back 
from Narnia and rescue me.
A clearing in the shrub appeared just before me, and with-
out hesitation, I burst through it with whatever adrenaline I 
had left. I could still hear Aidan a few metres behind me, still 
rummaging through the jungle after his prey. He sounded 
frustrated. But I wasn’t planning on checking his progress 
and wasting any more time. Ahead of me was a slightly wider 
alleyway, opening into what appeared to be an overgrown 
garden, all still hidden away from the whole school. I just kept 
on running for another few seconds before finally coming to 
rest behind an old shed only twice my height. My legs were 
shaking and I could taste the sweat on my tongue. I felt sick 
but I knew that whatever Aidan had planned for me, was 
going to leave me with more than a sore stomach. 
‘Psst, up here.’ The whisper had reappeared as if a mysterious 
being was guiding me through this maze.
I looked up towards the side of the brick wall that covered 
the back of most of the classrooms I had passed. This section 
of the building was much taller than the rest and much taller 
than the neighborhood fence opposite it. Two large wooden 
doors, with no ledge visible below them, were attached to 
the brick building about four feet above me. One of the doors 
slowly opened allowing a hand to emerge. It belonged to 
the boy.
‘Where are you little pig!’ Aidan’s voice echoed out through 
the alleyway. He was probably only a few metres away now, 
searching through the shrub.
The hand was stretched out further now, encouraging me to 
jump up and grab it. I did. With great strength, the hand lifted 

me higher up the brick wall, while I attempted to provide 
support with my other hand. It was eventually met with two 
more hands from another boy I had not seen until now. With 
one last heave from all three of us, I flopped onto my chest 
dragging my legs over the ledge and into the hard stone 
room. 
I scanned the room: three more boys were seated on a small 
couch at the back of the room, a scarred wooden table with 
what may be a Monopoly set and a deck of UNO cards, bags 
of chips and finally, a large thirty-six can box of fizzy drink. It 
was like a little hideout just lodged into the side of the school 
building. No clear continuance of passageways or exits. Just a 
stone room, full of boys I had never met until now. 
One of the four boys hurried past me to grab the door. Lifting 
my feet up, I crawled onto my knees, shuffling back further 
into the room. The room had a warmth to it. A comforting 
warmth.
‘That animal is still out there,’ I thought aloud. 
The doors quickly and silently closed behind me leaving the 
room in complete darkness except for the smallest string of 
sunlight peeking out from below the door. Silence. Then, the 
soft sound of hushes echoed suddenly around me. Another 
few gripping seconds of silence pass. Now, I could just make 
out the sound of footsteps approaching the outside space. 
Even though I was consumed in darkness, I closed my eyes. 
‘Where the…?’ Aidan’s voice could be heard just outside the 
doors now, getting ever-so-slightly louder. 
Don’t look up. Don’t look up. Please don’t look up. His heavy 
footsteps now sounded much nearer than before.
Will these boys protect me if he comes up here? The images 
of Aiden dragging me down from this ivy tower began to 
flood my mind. My imaginary screams now flooding into my 
ears. Why are they even helping me? The sound of rustling 
leaves right outside broke the silence. Someone’s hand was 
now on my shoulder gripping it firmly. A sense of comfort 
passed over me. I could sense a face advance towards my 
right ear. For a moment, I let out a breath of relief, letting 
those thoughts escape my mind for just a second. 
‘It’s okay. We’re here for you,’ the face whispered, ‘you’re safe 
here, with us’. 
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We would like to acknowledge the 
following businesses for their donations:	

	
W	B	Hunter	 	 	 De	Bortoli	Wines	

Jacob	Toyota	 	 	 Tint	a	Car	Wodonga	

Wangaratta	Paint	Place	 North	East	Bearings	

North	East	Fasteners	 	 Zambero	

Regional	Agriculture	and	Construction	 	

Bursons	 	 	 	 SportsPower	

Office	Works	 	 	 Alpine	Hotel	Bright	

Edgars	Books	&	News										Red	Feet	Wines	

Parker	Pies	Rutherglen	 Jacob	Hino		

Fletcher	Supplies	 	 Rapid	Hose	Repair	Wangaratta	

Body	Shop	–	Sarah	Snowden	 Gapsted	Wines	

Chemist	Warehouse	 	 La	Cantina	Winery	 	

Shelley’s	Country	Bakehouse	

BiRite	Electrical	 	 	 John	Gehrig	Wine	

Wangaratta	Kebabs	 	 Wangaratta	Bearings		

Tamara’s	Hairdressing	 Alpine	Motorcycles	

Flynn’s	Wangaratta		 	 Ramsay	Chemist	

Warby	Street	Butchers	 Booktopia	

Chrismont	Winery	 	 Wangaratta	Kebabs	

Thank you for your support! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
New Second-hand Textbook Trading 
   
Galen Catholic College is conscious of the need to provide an efficient process for families to be able to 
buy and sell second-hand textbooks and other student resources. 
   
I am delighted to inform you of the school’s new initiative to provide parents with the ability to trade 
these second-hand items via the Sustainable School Shop website. www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au  
 
Results from other schools have been excellent - families have enjoyed a very comprehensive and 
convenient method of buying and selling second-hand items.  
 
The new service is very accessible, it preferences our school first and then provides access to buy and sell 
items with families attending other schools - many schools use this service. Access to second-hand 
textbooks, calculators, stationery, musical equipment, etc is available all year.  
 
 
Details below to access this service: 

 Register on the Sustainable School Shop website  

 List your items for sale 

 List wanted ads for those items you are looking to buy 

 The college’s booklists are loaded into the system to make listing ads easy 

 The system matches the ads of buyers with sellers and notifies the buyer via email 

 Buyers contact sellers and arrange where and when to trade 

 Most trading will occur with other parents from the school 

 Parents are well supported via Sustainable School Shop’s telephone (0438 743 444) and email 
help lines 

 The system is simple and easy to use - If you don’t have a computer, internet access or an 
email address, please call the Sustainable School Shop for assistance  

 You can pre-arrange the transaction and then trade after the texts are not required. 
 
Galen Catholic College is providing this service to our community; when registering on the Sustainable 
School Shop you need to nominate the college to receive your subscription. It’s free for families to use. 

We are very excited about this new initiative being offered to parents and we hope you will make the 
most of the opportunity to annually recycle your student’s school items as this will help another family 
and student at our school. 

Any questions or clarification required please contact the main office on (03) 5721 6322. 

Kind Regards, 

Galen Catholic College 

http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
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Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
• Dale Gleeson: Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
• Jim Samon: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Anthony Batters: Head of Senior School
• Wendy Chuck: Head of Junior School
• Rob Walker: Director of Staffing
• Daniel Armitage: Professional Learning Leader
• Debra Doyle: Staff Representative 
• Matthew Turnbull: Staff Representative

School Board
• Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
• Colin McClounan: Board Chair
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Lyndel Annett: Staff Representative
• Chris Dwyer: Parent Representative
• Leah Waring: Parent Representative
• Jodie Sutton: GPA Representative

Parents Association Executive 
• Kim Saunders: President
• Matt Chadban: Vice President
• Cathryn Carboon: Secretary
• Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer  

The Parents Association can be contacted via 
email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Members of the Board can be contacted 
via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email: 
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au

The Brief:
The design needs to be 21 cm long and 5.5cm wide for a single side of a 
bookmark. You can create the design in Photoshop, Publisher, Canva online 
or you may create a hand drawn design. If you are looking for inspiration visit 
the Resource Centre to see example designs. You may submit more than one 
design if you like. We look forward to seeing your ideas!

Galen Bookmark 
Design Competition

Design a book mark that incorporates the 2020 CBCA book week theme: 

"CURIOUS CREATURES, WILD MINDS"
To enter: Email your completed design back to Ms Korman by the end of week 7 (November 22nd).

The prize: The winning entry will have their design professionally printed onto bookmarks that will be exclusively 
available through the Galen library during 2020 and a gift voucher.


