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Congratulations to the VEX Robotics Team who won the ‘Service Award’ as voted by their peers in their division! 
We look forward to sharing more of their experience in the USA when they return.

VEX Robotics Team

Outdoor Ed explore Phillip Island - page 5

Tickets on sale now at Wangaratta 
Performing Arts Centre!
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Upcoming Events
View Galen events online at
www.galen.vic.edu.au 

and scroll down to  ‘Upcoming Events’.

To view the monthly calendar, go to 
‘Calendar’ on the homepage menu.

www.galen.vic.edu.au/events

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 10.00am - 6.00pm
Thursday: 1.00pm - 5.00pm

Direct Line: 03 5723 8320
uniform.shop@galen.vic.edu.au

Student Absences

Phone: 5721 6322 or email:
absences@galen.vic.edu.au

Homework HUB
Every Wednesday
3:30pm - 4:45pm

at the Resource Centre

Galen Prayer Group
The parents association are continuing the practice of a regular morning prayer 
group on a Tuesday. Parents, Staff and Students are welcome and it is another 
initiative to strengthen the connection between the school and the community.
The format is: 8.00 am begin the Chapel with a short prayer.
Following the prayer, we move to the Soul Food Café for a coffee and then 
people can move off to work and classes. It will be an informal gathering run 
by the parents.

Parents and Friends Association
Our next meeting will be held on June 19th at 6.30pm. It will be a short meeting 
followed by dinner at the Milawa Pub. New comers are welcome, particularly 
those from out of town (Snow Road area and Surround).
Please RSVP to the school or via: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Galen students lead the 2018 
Wangaratta Anzac March

Nine Senior Concert Band students along with Lucy Lee, Beth Code and David 
Ashfield joined the Wangaratta Concert Band to lead the Wangaratta Parade on 
Anzac Day. All members then provided the music for the official service at the 
Wangaratta Cenotaph. A huge well done and thank you to Nick Richards, Ebony 
Watson, Talia McLaurin, Emma Gillies, Kie Sunderland, Jacques Simian, Nathan 
Chadban, Noah Barling and Katelyn Papakostas.

Parent drop off and pick up zones
 
Could parents who drop-off or pick-up their children by car please use the areas 
in Phillipson Street and Park Crescent designated for this purpose. We have a 
developing problem with a number of parents using the main driveway and 
sometimes the car park off Park Crescent for this purpose. This is creating dan-
gerous congestion and hazardous conditions for both pedestrians and vehicles. 
So, please, no student pick-ups or drop-offs that involve driving onto school 
property before or after school.
Thank you for your assistance.

Making School Fee 
Payments

 
This message is for the attention of any 
parents making fee payments in per-
son at a bank branch or fee payments 
online. Galen has a number of unidenti-
fied transactions that we are unable to 
process due to invalid reference codes. 
Please check your Fee Statements to 
ensure you do not have any transactions 
missing from your payment history. This 
is also a friendly reminder to ensure that 
you are including your four digit fee 
account number as your reference when 
making direct credit payment.



www.galen.vic.edu.au    |    3

TICKETS ON SALE NOW: http://wangarattapac.com.au/show/galen-catholic-college-hairspray
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Review of minimum standards 
of senior secondary literacy and 
numeracy - your chance to have 

your say

Catholic School Parents Victoria (CSPV) and the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is inter-
ested in hearing the voice and perspective of parents of 
children in Catholic schools across Victoria. Parents of 
children in primary or secondary level schooling have 
the opportunity to submit feedback for a review of the 
minimum standards of senior secondary literacy and nu-
meracy at the request of the Minister for Education, The 
Hon James Merlino MP.

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority will 
be presenting the review to the Victorian Minister for 
Education in August of 2018.

There are two options to have your say as a parent of 
a child or children in a Catholic primary or secondary 
school:

Option 1:
Download the consultation paper (https://bit.
ly/2I16ydw) to be more informed about the review and 
what is required and email your submission directly to 
vcaa.consultation@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Submissions sent directly to VCAA are due by Friday 18 
May at 5.00pm.

Option 2:
Download the consultation paper (https://bit.
ly/2I16ydw) to be more informed about the review and 
what is required. Email your feedback to Catholic School 
Parents Victoria at secretary@cspv.catholic.edu.au so that 
we can review your recommendations for possible inclu-
sion in the CSPV submission to the VCAA. 

This is an opportunity to contribute to a review of VCE/
VCAL announced by the Victorian Minister for Education 
this year. It has been 30 years since the VCE was piloted 
and it is timely that there is a review into this standard of 
qualification for students. 

Submissions sent to CSPV are due by Thursday 10 May at 
5.00pm.

We look forward to hearing your perspective and in pro-
viding further opportunities for Catholic school parents 
to contribute to education reform in Victoria.

Regards,
Rachel Saliba: Executive Officer - Catholic School Parents 
Victoria
PO Box 3, East Melbourne Victoria 8002

Victorian School Sport - 
Swimming Championships

Congratulations to Gabe Watson, Lucy Hughes and Shayla 
Leavett-Brown for progressing through from Upper Hume, 
to Hume and then to the Victorian Schools Championships. 
Only 8 students from across the state qualify for each 
of these swimming events, so their efforts are highly 
commendable.

• Gabe Watson – 4th in 50m Breaststroke, 5th in 200m 
Individual Medley, 7th in 100m Butterfly

• Lucy Hughes – 5th in 200m Freestyle, 5th in 400m  
Freestyle

• Shayla Leavett-Brown – 8th in 50m Backstroke

Separate to the above, Galen year 9 student Maggie Skewes 
qualified for the National Age Championships which ran 
over the last week in Sydney. She competed in 7 different 
events and had 5 PB’s. Two major highlights at this National 
level were a 3rd in the 100m Fly and also a 3rd in the 200m 
Freestyle.  

Sarah Lyons receives an 
Outstanding Award for VET 

Animal Studies 
Sarah was awarded the most outstanding student for Animal 
Studies at a recent Animal Sciences awards dinner. Sarah is 
undertaking her second year of the online course through 
GoTafe and she juggles her VCE studies to work independently 
to undertake Certificate II in Animal Studies. Some of the quoted 
comments from her teachers are noted below:

“Sarah is a very 
positive caring young 
lady that applies 
herself to her studies 
100%. Always willing 
to help others. Well 
deserved.”

 “Sarah has always 
impressed me with 
her ability to articu-
late, she is a talented 
student who is dedi-
cated to her studies 
in 2018 in the hope 
of achieving high 
success.”

Congratulations 
Sarah!
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UNIT 3 CAMP
DAY ONE
On Monday we departed Galen Catholic College at 6 o’clock and 
began making our way to Phillip island. Our journey was interrupted 
at Benalla by the pickup of Mr. Spencer and his surfboard and from 
there we ventured off towards Melbourne. Arriving in Phillip island at 
midday we dove straight into snorkeling at Kitty Miller Bay where we 
observed marine environment in its natural form.  After departing 
Kitty Miller Bay we headed to Cowes for lunch and to stock up for our 
upcoming meals for the week. After we set up camp in Newhaven, 
we headed to the beach nearby and participated in some beach 
games prior to the staff cooking us up a BBQ feast for dinner. At 
the end of the delicious feed everyone had a bit of free time before 
heading to bed.      

DAY TWO
We awoke to have breakfast, get ready and head to the Penguin 
Parade for a very informative morning learning about the history of 
the Summerland’s Peninsula and its resident penguin population. 
After our session at the parade we shuffled back to the bus before 
going straight to surfing where we got a number of totally tubular 
on the gnarly waves. Exhausted from surfing, we were treated once 
again to delicious chicken burgers and chips prepared by talented 
our talented teachers Mr. McLeod, Ms. Smith, Mr. Spencer and Mr. 
Perkins. That night we piled onto the buses and explored the Forrest 
caves before waiting for the Shearwater birds to arrive back from sea.
 
DAY THREE
We headed back to the YCW beach to have our last chance to catch a 
mad wave and improve upon the surfing skills we had learnt during 
the lesson prior. We then heading back to the Big 4 park to pack up 
all our belonging sadly jump on to the bus back to Wangaratta.
 
Harry Skewes and Zac Northey

 UNIT 1 CAMP
 
On Wednesday we arrived in Phillip Island at around 11am, our first 
activity was a surfing lesson at YCW beach. With our first surfing 
lesson the waves were pretty small but it was good conditions for 
first learning to surf. We surfed for 2 hours and it was pretty tiring but 
definitely fun. After that we went back to camp and had dinner. Just 
as the sun was starting to set we jumped in the busses and drove to 
the Forest Caves. We explored the beach a bit before going to stand 
on the boardwalk to watch the Sheer Water birds flock into their 
nests, there were 1000’s of birds all just flying to the beach from out 
in the water.
 
On the Thursday, we went to the Rhyll Inlet Phillip Island Nature Park 
where we had a guide who taught us about the environments found 
there such as woodland, scrub land, swamp paperbark, salt marsh, 
mangroves and mudflats. We had a sheet to fill out called a vegeta-
tion profile this showing all plants as well as animals found in the 
park.
We then went to the Cowes beach and looked at the environment 
there and to assess whether it is to be considered to be in good 
health. We then travelled to the Nobbies where we saw Seal Island, a 
major blowhole and a number of penguins. Following this we then 
went back to YCW beach and had our second surfing lesson where 
we got the chance to improve on our surfing skills from the day 
before.
 
On the Friday we woke up early and left to go back to Forest caves 
during the low tide to have a explore through the rock pools. We 
found lots of little creatures such as starfish, crabs and even a puff-
erfish. After that we went back to camp, packed everything up and 
sadly started our long trip back to Wangaratta.
 
Gemma Ryan and Chelsea Currie

Unit 1 & 3 Outdoor Ed Camp to Phillip Island

Make sure you also view awesome footage from the trip in Henry McCormick’s excellent short film piece:
http://www.galen.vic.edu.au/2018/04/26/outdoor-ed-at-phillip-island
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VEX Robotics Team

Galen 2018 House 
Leaderboard

Swimming
1st Chisholm   472
2nd Champagnat 430
3rd Delany   390
4th MacKillop   389

Athletics
1st MacKillop  899
2nd Champagnat 698
3rd Chisholm  671
4th Delany  578

Totals (Combined results)
1st MacKillop  1288
2nd Chisholm  1143
3rd Champagnat 1128
4th Delany  968

From Galen’s VEX Team

Thank you Wangaratta!

Galen Catholic College VEX Robotics Team would like to thank the following organisations for their assistance 
and support, in allowing us to reach our dream of going to the VEX World Championships USA. It has been an 

unbelievable journey so far, and it is only the beginning! The next two weeks in the USA will see the team learn, 
grow and develop many more skills. This could not have occurred without your help. 

PROGRAM PARTNERS

LOCAL MEDIA

PLATINUM DONATIONS GOLD DONATIONS

SILVER DONATIONS

Galen Parents’ Association

• St Patrick’s Primary Wangaratta
• Horizontal Boring 

• Rangeview Nursing Home
• Fallon’s Bus Service Wangaratta

• Special thanks to Mario, Prasana and KSC

Wangaratta Lions Club

Wangaratta Regional Study Centre

PLATINUM: Ashley Furniture, Oxley Estate Wines, Avon, Bunnings

GOLD: Jubilee Golf Club, Harvey Normal – Electrical, Goodison Dental, 
Goodyear Autocare Wangaratta, North East Fasteners, Partylite, 
Gabby Handmade Resin Jewellery, La Bella Rocca Fruit, McEvoy Tavern,
Gas Honda Motorcycles & Power Equipment, Lego Farmer (Aimee 
Snowdon)

SILVER: Man with Tools, Gapstead Walnuts, Pizzini Wines, Panda Hair 
Design, Campbells Wines, Wangaratta Cinema, Beautopia, Inside Living, 
John Gehrig Wines, Vine Hotel, Woolworths Wangaratta

BRONZE: Wangaratta Caravans, Walkabout Apiaries, Coles Wangaratta, 
Edgar’s Newsagency, Your Everyday Gourmet, Milawa Cheese Factory, 
Super Cheap Auto, Where’s my Coffee, Wood Park Wines, Kuzzahz, 
Yurrunga Newsagency

Thanks to the following organisations for generous donations of prizes for our Monster Raffle 

To the people of Wangaratta and surrounding districts, a huge thank you for supporting us through 
our Fundraising BBQ’s, Monster Raffle and other events. Your generous contributions are all part of 

our amazing journey to the VEX World Championships USA. Thank you!

Wangaratta

Thank you to: Warby Street Butchers, Rotary Club of Appin Park Wangaratta, Mal Webster Design, Shanley Signs, 
Event Screenprinting Eldorado and ThinkPrint Wangaratta.

Proud to be Galen!
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Special invited guests at Galen’s ANZAC Day Assembly, from Wangaratta RSL Sub-Branch: Lieutenant General Ash 
Power (second from left) AO, SCS (Retd), Major. Arthur Bretherton (far right) OAM (Retd) Commemorative Events 
Coordinator, with Galen Principal Bernard Neal and senior student leaders.

ANZAC Day Assembly
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URGENT: Host families needed!
Hosting is a wonderful opportunity to give a young per-
son from another country an experience of a life time. Our 
international students are young people aged between 14 
and 18 years. They are each seeking an experience to develop 
their independence, self-confidence and maturity, make new 
friends, improve their English language skills and be enriched 
by the understanding of another culture. 

If you choose to host an international student you will find 
that the whole family will each gain something from the 
experience. By welcoming an international student into your 
home, you and your family will gain a broader perspective of 
the world; will learn more about geography, foreign language, 
traditions and cultures, and make a lifelong international 
friend. 

Galen is now asking any family who may be thinking of 
hosting an overseas student to register their interest by 
contacting Mr. F Cudini at Galen on 5721 6322 or by email  
franco.cudini@galen.vic.edu.au  

Italian Students 
• 8 Weeks: Arriving 14th July 2018 - Departing 8th September 
  2018 
• 10 Weeks: Arriving 14th July 2018 - Departing 22nd 
  September 2018 
• 12 Weeks: Arriving 14th July 2018 - Departing 6th October 
   2018 
• 12 Weeks: Arriving 21st July 2018 - Departing 13th October 
  2018 

Spanish Students 
• 10 Weeks: Arriving 18th July 2018 - Departing 28th 
  September 2018

Term 2 Staff Changes
Dear Parents,

Please be informed that the following changes are 
occurring throughout Term 2 and 3 as some of our teachers 
take advantage of our service leave arrangements. Replace-
ment teachers are recognised to allow you to know who 
will assume the teaching responsibilities of classes in the 
absence of those on leave.
 
Clare Whitten will be replacing Anne O’Dwyer on LSL for 
Terms 2 and 3
Paul Walker will be replacing Rob Parsons on LSL for Term 2
Melita Benedetti will be replacing Fiona Harmer on LSL for 
weeks 1-5 Term 2
Gerard Kelly will be replacing Beth Code for weeks 4-11 
Term 2 and Amanda White LSL Part Time Load Weeks 4-7 
Term 2
 
Should you have any questions around these arrangements 
please do not hesitate to contact the school.
 
Dale Gleeson
Deputy Principal - Learning and Teaching

Upcoming: 
Night of the Notables

Dear Discovery Parents and friends,
 
In Discovery, one of the big events of the semester is Night 
of the Notables, and we are very excited to say it is upon us. 
 
What: Discovery Night of the Notables
Where: Junior Building 3 (then moving to Galen 
Resource Centre for the presentation)
When: Tuesday 8th May @ 6 pm

Please note: this is a compulsory school event for Discovery 
students. 

The night usually goes for about an hour, with the final 
people leaving by 8pm.
Students are required to arrive at 5:40pm so they can bring 
in any last minute props, get into their homeroom groups 
and be prepared to parade in front the guests.
 
The students are very excited to be presenting to their 
family and friends. Please join us for a wonderful evening to 
celebrate our Night of the Notables.

Regards,
Elizabeth Holligan
Learning Area Leader - Integrated Studies
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DETOX YOUR HOME IS SAFE,  
FREE AND EASY-TO-USE. 

Use this service to dispose of common 
household chemicals without harming 
the health of you, your loved ones or 
the environment.

Simply turn up on the day with your 
unwanted items and we’ll do the rest. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

  
sustainability.vic.gov.au/
detoxyourhome

 
1300 363 744

WANGARATTA EVENT 

Saturday 12 May 2018 
10.00am to 2.00pm 
Council Works Depot 
51–69 Newman Street 
Wangaratta 3677

detox  
    home

YOUR

Detox your Home accepts:

Acids and alkalis

Aerosol cans (empty cans with household recycling)

Anti-freeze

Brake fluid

Car body filler

Car wax

Cleaners – ammonia based

Cooking oil

Coolant

Detergents, disinfectants and drain cleaners

Fertiliser

Fire extinguishers

Floor-care products and waxes

Fuels – petrol, diesel, kerosene, other

Glues – water-based and solvents

Herbicides and weed killers

Insect spray and pesticides

Nail polish and remover

Oven cleaner

Thinners, turps and paint stripper

Pool chemicals

Rat poison

Solvents

Transmission fluid

Wood preservatives and finishes (oils and varnish)

And other items found at home with these symbols:

Detox your Home does not accept:

Batteries – car and household varieties

Fluorescent tubes

Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs)

Paint

Ammunition or firearms

Asbestos

Chemicals used by businesses

Farm chemicals

Gas bottles

Motor oil

  
Household paint, batteries and CFLs can be disposed of at a 
permanent drop-off site.

Tips to safely transport chemicals

Check lids are on tight.

Put containers in a plastic tray or bucket.

Double wrap old containers to prevent leaks.

Pack powders and solids securely.

Travel with your car windows open if you have flammable 
material or chemicals that smell.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

On where to dispose of the above products, and a list 
of permanent drop-off sites, visit

  sustainability.vic.gov.au/detoxyourhome

or contact your local council

You can bring as many of the above items as you like, so 
long as each container is less than 20 litres or 20 kilograms. 
Decanting not permitted. If a Code Red Fire Warning is declared in your area, the  

Detox your Home collection will be cancelled and rescheduled.

Detox your Home is a free service for all Victorian householders. 
It is administered by Sustainability Victoria in partnership with 
local councils and is funded by the Victorian landfill levy.

DETOX YOUR HOME 

Do you have chemical products 
you no longer use? Some of these 
products could harm you, your 
children and your pets.

It’s also dangerous to throw chemical 
products out with your regular rubbish 
collection. The products could explode, 
ignite, leak or mix with other chemicals.

And pouring them down the drain 
would pollute our waterways, harming 
animals and vegetation, contaminating 
our drinking water supply and 
making rivers and beaches unsafe 
for swimming.

The good news is you can reduce 
the risk of poisoning, environmental 
pollution and bushfire hazards, as 
well as improve recycling rates, by 
dropping off unwanted chemicals 
at Wangaratta’s Detox your Home 
mobile collection.
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Community Notices
Zen Do Kai Freestyle Karate 
Club

Monday nights 6.30-7.30pm at the Galen 
Stadium

We specialise in basic, practical self defence, combined 
with boxing, kickboxing and ground applications – there 
is heavy emphasis, though, on only using our skills in life 
and death situations.

Martial Arts is excellent for building up confidence and 
self esteem. We promote a positive environment for stu-
dents, parents, teachers, aids, admin, staff etc.

Members can attend casually for fitness or to learn some 
self defence or we can get them ‘kitted up’ and grade 
through the Zen Do Kai system. (Classes are $10).

If you require further information, don’t hesitate to con-
tact me on 57219772 or 0417114124

Regards, Tim Jones, Wangaratta Street Defence.

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend

Invest in your most precious asset... Your Marriage!
Recharge your relationship batteries and explore the 
precious nature of your marriage, allowing you both to 
share your feelings, hopes and dreams with each other in 
ways that normal, daily living tends to inhibit.
There is no group sharing. Couples and a priest present 
the weekend. It is based around Catholic values but 
couples of all faiths are welcome.
2018 Melbourne weekend dates :  1-3 June, 17-19 August, 
and 9-11 November 2018
Starts 7pm on Friday. Ends 5pm Sunday. Accommodation 
and all meals provided. 
Information/Bookings: Andre and Maria 0411 225 992 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au 
Website:www.wwme.org.au

Women in Super Mother’s Day 
Classic – 13 May 2018

 
I am writing on behalf of the Wangaratta Division of the  
Women in Super  Mother’s Day Classic , now in its 4th 
year, which is on Sunday 13 May 2018, raising funds for 
Breast Cancer Research.
 
Our little committee  helped  to raise  $15,000.00 last 
year.  This year we are aiming to again raise close to this 
amount.  It’s truly a national event providing the commu-
nity with a great way to celebrate Mother’s Day and also 
support breast cancer research and the families in our 
community that have been effected by this disease.
 
Wangaratta’s event is held at Apex Park on Mother’s Day 
starting at 8.30am with a warm up and then a 4 or 8km 
run that follows the Rail Trail out over the Great Alpine 
Road heading towards North Wangaratta.  We also have 
a 4km walk that follows the walking track to the back of 
the showgrounds and back.  Last year we had over 300 
participants.

If you would like to enter you can do this by registering 
online at www.mothersdayclassic.com.au and follow the 
links to the Wangaratta registrations.  We also have a 
facebook page ‘Wangaratta mother’s day classic’
 
If there are any local businesses that would like to be 
involved or help with sponsorship please contact Caroline 
Stone on 0411634721

Do you have a community notice to publicise? 
Due to space constraints in our newsletter, and our main focus on Galen Catholic College news and events, please ensure 
that your notice is brief, and is submitted in plain, unformatted text. Please email notices for the Galen newsletter directly 
to: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au
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Galen Catholic College
College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Principal: Bernard Neal
Email: principal@galen.vic.edu.au
Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

For newsletter enquiries please contact the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
• Dale Gleeson: Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
• Jim Samon: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
• Dom Giannone: Business Manager
• Anthony Batters: Head of Senior School
• Wendy Chuck: Head of Junior School
• Rob Walker: Director of Staffing
• Daniel Armitage: Professional Learning Leader
• Debra Doyle: Staff Representative 
• Nicole Nixon: Staff Representative

School Board
• Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
• Colin McClounan: Board Chair
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
• Dom Giannone: Business Manager
• Cheryl Impink: Parents’ Assoc. Representative
• Chris Dwyer: Parent Representative
• Leah Waring: Parent Representative
• Matthew Fraser: Parent Representative

Parents Association Executive 
• Jodie Sutton: President
• Julie Dart: Vice President
• Louine Robinson: Secretary
• Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer  

The Parents Association can be contacted via 
email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Members of the Board can be contacted 
via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email: 
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au

AWARDS
Instrumentalist: Talia McLaurin
Junior Vocalist: Archie Gemmel
Senior Vocalist: Chloe Gibson
Variety Act: Fergus and Sam

Dancer: Xavier McKenzie
Group or Vocalist with Accompaniment: 

Georgia Allen & Miles Hunt

Anything Goes Talent Quest 2018

SEE MORE PHOTOS ONLINE: http://www.galen.vic.edu.au/2018/04/16/talent-quest-2018-photo-gallery


