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Remote Learning at Galen
Teacher  Perspect ives

Remote learning has been a very different experience for 
our students and it has also been an equally intense one 
for teachers too. During the last few days of Term 1 teach-
ing and support staff were involved in an array of online 
meetings and collaborative sessions to try and prepare for 
the unknown. 
While the school break we’ve just had was unlike any we’re 
used to, for teachers, the break was largely consumed by 
working out how they could teach their classes effectively 
online, or work out how courses could be entirely reworked 
from scratch to ensure learning was uninterrupted and as 
seamless as possible for their students. 

Understandably, the start of Term 2 was an anxious one 
for some students, and many teachers were just as anxious 
too! Thankfully, their preparation paid off and both 
teachers and support staff breathed a collective sigh of 
relief at the end of the week! 
Teachers are really impressed with how their students 
have embraced a very new learning experience, and are 
grateful for the parents, carers and guardians who’ve 
assisted in supporting them. In the snippets below, 
teachers share what their students have been up to 
since beginning Term 2 remotely:

Year 8 Art
This week my year 8 Art 
classes are getting away 
from their screens and 
outside in the garden to 
draw native plants from 
observation. These drawings 
will be developed further to 
create a Botanical Wallpaper 
design.

Year 10 Maths A
Students are currently working on Trigonometry and revising 
Algebra in readiness for an online test. We’ve had a couple 
of Google Meets, some with the whole class and some with 
smaller groups to go through particular concepts more 
thoroughly. I’ve made a few short videos to show logical 
procedures for doing specific Maths problems and 
responded to questions via email.

Year 8 English
We are working on 
unpacking The Outsiders 
and writing about the novel 
and the characters. More 
impotantly, we are also still 
reading together at the 
beginning of our lessons 
(like we did at school), and 
on Friday we did this via 
GoogleMeet and shared 
what we are currently reading and recommended books 
to others!

CLIL Ancient Rome – Integrated Studies
We begin this week with a lesson on Roman numerals. 
Parents, be ready to learn a song with your children!
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7.7 Science
Students have been testing out a new app – Flip Grid where 
students are giving a quick video grab of what they have 
learnt so far on the topic of ‘Ecosystems’. Each student can 
see, like and comment on each other’s little presentation.

Year 11 Maths Methods 
We are learning about polynomial equations. As a team we 
developed videos using screen cast and Powerpoint. These 
videos have been saved to our Galen Google Drive so all 
teachers can access them. When we want to use the videos 
for our classes we share the video in Google Classroom. The 
students enjoy the videos as they can pause, rewind and 
even speed us up to make us sound like chipmunks!

Year 7 Italian
In week 1, we worked on a research task about Italian geog-
raphy. Students learned about Italian regions, main cities and 
attractions. It was also a good way to practice online research 
skills and learn the importance of referencing sources. 

Year 7 Religious Education
This week the students were given a Treasure Hunt to find 
items that symbolize parts of the Holy Week and Easter story. 
It’s been great to get them away from the screens and take 
the opportunity to think creatively. The written component 
of the task demonstrated that they were not only building 
their understandings about the events of Easter but also it’s 
significance in our Sacramental life.

Year 8 Italian
Week 1 was a short week. We completed our grammar topic 
about two important Italian verbs (to have and to be). This 
week, students will start producing a video in which they 
introduce their family (a real one or an imaginary one). In 
Italian, of course.
 
Year 11 Visual Communication Design
Students are enjoying some time away from their screens to 
draw and scribble ideas as they start Generating Ideas for a 
redesigned version of an album cover for one of their 
favourite music performers or a band they like.

Year 9 Italian
We are completing our unit about daily routines, with a mix 
of speaking, writing and cultural activities. In particular, in 
week one we worked on a reflection task in which students 
had to compare their routine to that of a teenager in Italy. 
Did you know that Italian students go back home for lunch? 
And that the majority of them have school on Saturday?
 
Year 10 Italian
Students are learning to talk and write about movies. We 
will be working on vocabulary and text types to write a film 
review in Italian. Be ready to switch your Netflix language 
settings into Italian!
 
Year 11 Italian
We are learning to talk and write about school in Australia 
and in Italy, in preparation for Outcome 2. Students have 
been looking at the Italian school system, and preparing their 
conversation scripts about their school life.
 
Year 12 Italian
The topic for this unit is “Donne d’Italia”, Italian women and 
feminism. We are looking at the life and achievements of 
important Italian women who made a difference with their 
contribution to their society, and left an important legacy. 
One example is Maria Montessori, but this week students will 
be researching other important women who worked in sci-
ence, arts, politics, etc.
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Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF)
CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be 
eligible for CSEF. The allowance will be paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions, or 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or com-
plete the attached form and return to the school. You should lodge a CSEF application form at the school by 20th of 
June 2020.

Uniform Shop – Re-opening Tues 28th April
The Midford Uniform Shop will be operating with minimum hours every Tuesday 9am-1pm COVID-19 Guidelines of 
social distancing will be in store to protect staff and customers at all times. We would encourage appointments for 
attendance to the shop by emailing galen@midford.com.au. Thank you and stay safe.

Beyond Blue: beyondblue.org.au
1300 22 4636

Gateway Health: (03) 5723 2000

Headspace: headspace.org.au
eheadspace.org.au
1800 650 890

Kids Helpline: kidshelp.com.au
1800 55 1800

Australian Centre for Grief 
and Bereavement: grief.org.au
 
GriefLine Community and Family 
Services: griefline.org.au

Black Dog: blackdoginstitute.org.au

Lifeline: lifeline.org.au

MensLine: mensline.org.au
1300 78 99 78

Head to Health: headtohealth.gov.au

Mindspot: mindspot.org.au
1800 61 44 34

SANE Australia: sane.org
1800 18 7263

Email: wellbeing@galen.vic.edu.au    Phone: 0357216322

Wellbeing Links

20
20“Creating one new humanity”

Eph 2:15

What is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?
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Galen Catholic College
College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Principal: Bernard Neal
Email: principal@galen.vic.edu.au
Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

For newsletter enquiries please contact the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
• Dale Gleeson: Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
• Jim Samon: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Anthony Batters: Head of Senior School
• Wendy Chuck: Head of Junior School
• Daniel Armitage: Professional Learning Leader
• Debra Doyle: Staff Representative 
• Zoe Tait: Human Resources Advisor
• Sara Korman: Staff Representative
• Tess Barnard: Executive Assistant to the Principal

School Board
• Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
• Colin McClounan: Board Chair
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Lyndel Annett: Staff Representative
• Chris Dwyer: Parent Representative
• Leah Waring: Parent Representative
• Matt Chadban: GPA Representative

Parents Association Executive 
• Kim Saunders: President
• Matt Chadban: Vice President
• Cathryn Carboon: Secretary
• Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer  

The Parents Association can be contacted via 
email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Members of the Board can be contacted 
via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email: 
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au

Saturday 25th April 2020
ANZAC Day

- The Ode -
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

The Ode comes from For the Fallen, a poem by the English poet and writer Laurence 
Binyon and was published in London in The Winnowing Fan: Poems of the Great War 
in 1914. This verse, which became the Ode for the Returned and Services League, has 
been used in association with commemoration services in Australia since 1921.



	
	

Wellbeing	Bulletin	

As	the	news	that	you	will	be	staying	at	home	for	an	
extended	period	of	time	sinks	in,	it’s	more	important	
than	ever	to	keep	on	top	of	your	mental	health.	While	
we	may	not	be	able	to	see	you	in	the	same	capacity	as	
before,	Galen	wellbeing	are	still	here	to	support	and	
assist	students	and	their	families	in	whatever	way	we	
can.	We	understand	that	for	many	of	our	families	the	
developing	changes	around	schooling	will	be	producing	
confusion	and	distress.	Wellbeing	have	put	together	a	
few	helpful	tips	and	resources	to	assist	with	navigating	
online	schooling	and	coping	with	the	rapid	changes	we	
are	all	facing.	Follow	the	link	below	where	you	will	find	
“your	weekly	personal	mental	health	check-in	during	the	
coronavirus”	(Black	Dog	Institute	2020),	as	well	as	other	
helpful	links	and	resources.	Wellbeing	continue	to	be	
available	for	support,	please	contact	us	for	any	
assistance.	

	Conversations	with	children	and	young	people	
During	this	time	families	and	caregivers	of	children	and	young	
people	are	encouraged	to	discuss	coronavirus	(COVID-19)	in	an	
open	and	honest	way	that	will	be	understood	by	the	child	or	
adolescent.	Talk	about	the	facts	without	causing	alarm.	Talk	in	a	
way	that	is	appropriate	for	their	age	and	temperament.	Listen	to	
any	questions	they	may	have,	to	let	them	know	that	they	are	safe	
and	that	it’s	normal	to	feel	worried	or	concerned.	If	the	media	or	
the	news	is	getting	too	much	for	them,	limit	exposure,	encourage	
teenagers	to	limit	their	exposure	or	turn	it	off	completely.	For	
further	tips	on	managing	stress	and	anxieties,	please	follow	the	link	
provided	from	Melbourne	University,	or	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	
us	at	wellbeing.	

https://services.unimelb.edu.au/counsel/resources/wellbeing/coro
navirus-covid-19-managing-stress-and-anxiety	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Contact Wellbeing 

Phone: 5721 6322 
Email: wellbeing@galen.vic.edu.au 

Resources		
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/news
/news-detail/2020/04/03/your-weekly-
personal-mental-health-check-in-during-
coronavirus?utm_medium=email&fbclid=IwA
R2izrQoI5IRCvUM-k5-
PwmiojiS53q7QHQsM9evclyEyNlgPsb137Gvv
KY	

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/pare
nts/learning/Pages/home-
learning.aspx.	



 



  

  

 
 

 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  APPLICATION FORM 

 

 
 
School Name      School REF ID 

 

Parent/legal guardian details 
 

Surname         

First name         

Address        
 

Town/suburb    State   Postcode               
 

Contact number        

Centrelink pensioner concession OR  Health care card number (CRN) 

– – – OR 
 

Foster parent*  OR Veterans affairs pensioner 
 

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 

 

Student details 
 

Child’s surname   Child’s first name Student ID 
Date of birth 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Year level 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink 

customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also 

authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET. 
 

I understand that: 
 

• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET 

personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status. 
 

• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school. 
 

• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund can be determined. 
 

• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and   
Excursions Fund provided by DET. 
 
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and 
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance. 

 

You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your 

child’s school. 

 
Signature of applicant                                                                                    Date        /         /        



  

  

 

 
 

 

 

CSEF ELIGIBILITY 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 
 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility 

To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-

government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or; 

• on the first day of Term two; 
 

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of 

Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession 

Card (PCC) holder, OR 

b) Be a temporary foster parent, and; 

c) Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  
 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 

Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

 
 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive. 
 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or 

secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive. 
 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 
 

Eligibility Date 

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being 
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (28 January 2020) or term two (14 April 2020). 

 

 

PAYMENT AMOUNTS 

CSEF payment amount 

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the 

benefit of the eligible student. 

• Primary school student rate: $125 per year. 

• Secondary school student rate: $225 per year. 
 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or 

excursion costs for your child. 

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary 

schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.  

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM 

NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN 
 

1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section. 

Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your 

concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 

If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of 

documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner 

Gold card to the school. 

2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school. 

3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2020 closes on 
26 June, 2020. 

 
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 

 

Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school. 
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