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Hairspray the Musical!

Galen’s Hairspray 2018, what a show! Not only was it the final 
performance out of four shows on Saturday 2nd June, but 
it was also the final show for Galen’s amazing set designer, 
Paul Walker who is retiring after 35 years. Comments from 
students, parents, staff and community members about this 
year’s production have all been glowing, some even com-
menting that it’s the most polished school production they 
have ever seen. “I experience a great sense of joy seeing stu-
dents come alive, work together and form new friendships. I 
cherish seeing students try something new and thrive,” stated 

Galen teacher and production director Julie Nolan.
Well done to all students involved in Hairpsray 2018, you were 
all truly outstanding. From those working behind the scenes 
to students bringing Baltimore 1962 to life on-stage, what a 
sensational group of young people! This of course wouldn’t 
be possible without the hard-work and dedication of the staff 
who organize Galen’s productions and ‘lead the way’ in their 
many and varied roles and responsibilities. 
Well done everyone!

Photo gallery online:
www.galen.vic.edu.au/2018/06/05/hairspray-the-musical-photo-gallery
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In 1983, we were very fortunate that Maryann Dowling an 
English Teacher at Galen approached Paul and asked him 
to create a set for a Shakespeare production. According to 
Paul this set was constructed out of cardboard fridge boxes 
and were pretty minimalistic. Since 1983 Paul has been very 
actively involved in over 90 school shows, has committed 
to over 7000 volunteer hours and worked with at least 1000 
students behind the scenes. This is all quite an amazing 
achievement when you consider that this has always been 
a volunteer role with much of the work completed after 
school, school holidays and on the weekends. Paul’s very calm 
demeanour has ensured that all of the students who have 
worked under him have not only learnt new construction 
skills, but have developed a great sense of pride in their work. 
Over the years we have had many great Paul moments such 

as the 1950’s hot rod that he sourced for Grease Lightning, the 
moving boat complete with lights for Peter Pan and the dou-
ble storied house for Legally Blonde. But the best has always 
been the ‘Bangs’ of the show. In the later years Paul has always 
tried to include a pyrotechnic special effect in the show. We 
all wait with great anticipation as to what trick he will have up 
his sleeve. So very fittingly we have finished Paul’s volunteer 
career with us with a show that enables him to go out with 
a bang. We wish you all the best Paul in your retirement and 
will be checking in to see that hopefully boredom means you 
want to come and build a set or two next year. You will be 
greatly missed by all involved.

Julie Nolan - Production Director

Thank you!
  Paul Walker – 35 years

Peter Pan - 2012 Legally Blonde - 2016
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For student absences, phone: 5721 6322

Or email: absences@galen.vic.edu.au

Upcoming Events
View Galen events online at
www.galen.vic.edu.au 

and scroll down to  ‘Upcoming Events’.

To view the monthly calendar, go to 
‘Calendar’ on the homepage menu.

www.galen.vic.edu.au/events

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours

Tuesday: 9am - 5pm
Thursday: 8am - 4pm

Direct Line: 03 5723 8320
Email: uniform.shop@galen.vic.edu.au

Secondhand Uniform Shop
Wednesday: 1pm - 5pm

Next Parents’ Association Meeting
Our next meeting will be held on June 19th at 6.30pm. It will be a short meeting 
followed by dinner at the Milawa Pub. New comers are welcome, particularly 
those from out of town (Snow Road area and Surround).
Please RSVP to the school or via: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Camps, Sports & Excursions 
Fund (CSEF)

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to 
cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster par-
ent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The allowance will be paid to the school to use 
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions, or sporting activities for the 
benefit of your child. The application form for this has been attached in this issue 
of the newsletter. You should lodge a CSEF application form at the school by 
22nd of June 2018.

On the 29th of May, 5 galen 
students and 3 teachers attended 
the reconciliation mass at Our 
Lady's church, along with many 
other catholic schools from 
around the area. This year the 
topic for national reconciliation 
week was “Don't keep history 
a mystery - learn share grow, 
because of her we can” . National 
reconciliation week is a time for 
all Australians to act on being an 
inclusive community. It is also 
a time for us to learn about our 
history and culture, and to think 
about how we can help turn 
around the disadvantage expe-
rienced by many Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people. This 
year we celebrate the aboriginal 
women in our community and all 
that they have contributed. 

Going to the mass was a great way to pay our respects as 
a part of the reconciliation week and celebrate the abo-
riginals and Torre Strait islanders of Australia. Throughout 
the mass, both catholic readings, and indigenous cer-
emonies took place. These included smoking ceremonies, 

carrying of the message sticks, as well as music and dance 
performed by Our Lady’s primary school. We strongly en-
courage others to attend the mass in other years to come, 
or to participate in some school based activities to show 
your support and recognition for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait islander people. 

Written by Sara Cope and Charlotte Morris

Reconciliation Mass 



4    |    Reflections Newsletter

James Lee Australian 
Scouting Medallion

Congratulations to James Lee who was recently 
awarded the Australian Scouting Medallion. James 
is a member of the 1st Yarrunga Scout Troop and 
worked hard to achieve this prestigious award given 
to only a small percentage of scouts who reach this 
level.

To attain the top award in each of the five sections in 
Scouting reflects initiative in tackling this sustained 
challenge. It requires sustained effort over many 
months and years in addition to self-discipline, team 
work and leadership.

James is currently working towards his Queen’s 
Scout Award. This award requires hundreds of 
hours of effort, persistence and determination and 
includes; training courses, service to others and out-
door adventures including major expeditions.

Congratulations James on this exceptional achieve-
ment and good luck with the next challenge you 
have set for yourself.

Wendy Chuck 
Head of Junior School

National Sorry Day
 
National Sorry Day is held on 26th  May each year to acknowledge 
and recognise members of the Stolen Generations. National Sorry 
Day is important to us because we use it to remember and recognise 
our Stolen Generations.
 
As part of The National Sorry Day, Galen Social Justice students came 
together last Monday and drew the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
flags on the asphalt area in front of the office.  Students worked hard 
during their lunchtime and came together as a group and worked 
well together to help support and pass on this important message 
to staff and students.  Students have been made aware that is 10 
years since Kevin Rudd has made his Apology Speech in parliament.   
Thank you to all the students who participated in this activity passing 
on this very important message to our school community.

Year 10 Ancient History 
'Clash of Board Games'

Year 10 Ancient History students recently researched their unit on 
the Roman invasion of Ancient Britain in 43 A.D then as groups had 
to create and construct their very own games for a peer review and 
a ‘Clash of the Ancient Board Games’ play off. The students really 
enjoyed this challenge and two games in particular were very clever 
in their structure and detail. There was a mix of Druids, Celtic tribes, 
bog challenges and Roman soldiers.

This unit encourages active participation and direct engagement 
with learning, while incorporating communication and processing 
skills. Conversations were ranging from, “the Druid would have a 
knife” to “I am going to move to the Roman Baths to rejuvenate!”
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From the Library: 
Encouraging adolescent reading

Reading for pleasure is one of the easiest ways for students to continue developing literacy 
skills into adulthood and is associated with many benefits including 
achievement across all subjects, improved thinking stamina and 
development of empathy.

How can you encourage reading at home?

1. Set aside time for the whole family to read and discuss the different books 
 that are being read by family members.
2. Assist your child in finding books that relate to their interests and passions. 
 The books they read don’t need to be literary masterpieces, but they must 
 be engaging.
3. Encourage them to speak to the school librarian who can assist them in finding 
 a book that is just right for them.
4. Reading should be enjoyable; if your child is not enjoying a book they have chosen, 
 encourage them to put it aside and try again to find something they do like.  
5. Resist the urge to insist your child reads books that you enjoy. Research indicates that 
 teens are more engaged with books they choose for themselves. Also, try not to criticise  
 what they are reading; everyone has their unique reading preferences. 

There are also some great websites that you and your teen can use to keep up to 
date with new Young Adult fiction; www.insideadog.com.au - Sounds strange, but 
is actually the State Library of Victoria’s website for teen readers, including teen 
reviews of new fiction. Their Inky award list recognises the best in YA fiction each year.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-lists - Contains parent and teen reviews 
of current fiction. Common sense media also rates books on age suitability and has a 
fantastic quick glance rating feature to assist parents in judging the suitability of books 
for their teens.
https://cbca.org.au - Short listed and award winning Australian fiction for kids and teens.
www.education.vic.edu.au/prc - The Premier’s Reading Challenge website contains 
lists of quality books for school year groups 7-10.

Happy reading!              

Sara Korman – Head of Library

Congratulations to past Galen student (2016 Gradu-
ate) Ella James, who has just returned from the 
WorldSkills National Championships in Sydney. 
Currently employed as a Beauty Therapist at The 
Silken Dragonfly in Rutherglen, Ella was one of 12 
GOTAFE students who headed to Sydney for the 
National competition. Selected students represented 
Team Victoria, GOTAFE, their employers and the 
GV/North East regions as they took on the best at 
Australia’s ‘Tradie Olympics’. They joined over 500 
Australians competing in 60 trades and skills catego-
ries. This would have been a great experience for Ella 
and she has been noted as one of the top twelve up 
and coming beauty therapists in Australia. 
An excellent achievement!

Old Collegians
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A squad of 14 boys was selected to represent Galen at the 
Upper Hume soccer competition held at LaTrobe University 
Wodonga on Tuesday 5th June.
 
In game one Galen easily defeated WMYC Felltimber 7-0. Luca 
Campagna 3 goals and Luke Simian 2 goals had a constant 
supply of quality balls delivered to them by a dominant mid 
field led by Jai DalZotto, Cooper Patterson, Max Mullavey, 
Jonah Lewis and Oscar O’Keefe.  The defenders didn’t have a 
lot to do in this match, but anything that came their way was 
efficiently rebounded by Henry McInnes, Xavier Laverty, Tom 
Lindsey and keeper Jack Finlayson.
 
Goals-Luca Campagna 3, Luke Simian 2, Jai DalZotto 1, Will 
Ashton 1.
Best- Cooper Patterson, Henry McInnes, Luke Simian, Jonah 
Lewis, Luca Campagna.
 
In game two Galen played Victory College Wodonga. Galen 
absolutely dominated the first half with the ball spending 
99% of the time in Galen’s attacking 18yard box. Despite 
countless chances to score, the Galen strikers couldn’t find 
the back of the net and with 10 seconds left in the half, and in 
their only attacking move, Victory scored a goal. This deflated 
the Galen boys who knew they should have been well ahead 
at half time. Galen continued to control play in the second 
half, but some outstanding goal keeping by the Victory glove 
man kept his team in front. Midway through the half, Galen 
equalized through Oscar O’Keefe. Galen pressed hard to 
score the winner but were held to a 1-1 draw. This result was 

enough to put them through to the grand final on goal differ-
ence. Darcy Wilson played well in a wide midfield role while 
Jonathon Impink and Will Aston came off the bench and had 
an impact for their team.
 
Goals-Oscar O’Keefe 1
Best-Henry McInnes, Jai DalZotto, Luke Simian, Oscar O’Keefe.
 
The third and final game was the grand final against Catholic 
College Wodonga. This was a very even contest in the first 
half with both teams creating chances and putting pressure 
on their opponents. A well taken shot from Cooper Patterson 
saw Galen lead 1-0 at half time. A bigger and faster CCW took 
control in the second half, scoring 3 unanswered goals to run 
out deserved winners 3-1.
 
Goals-Cooper Patterson 1.
Best-Henry McInnes, Xavier Laverty, Jai Dalzotto, Oscar 
O’Keefe.
 
A big thank to year 10 student, Harry Lindsey who did a great 
job as our linesman and assistant coach. Thanks also to Mrs 
Lewis (parent) for coming along to support the team.
 
All of the Galen boys were well mannered, supportive of their 
team mates and showed good sportsmanship. It was a pleas-
ure to spend the day at the soccer with them.
 
Peter Hill (coach)

Year 7 Boys Soccer
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Year 11 (2019) Info Night 
for current Year 10 students
• Date: Wednesday 25th July
• Time: 6.30pm-8.00pm
• Venue: Stadium

Attention Year 
9 & 10 parents

& students!

Make sure you pencil in the following dates:

JULY

25

JULY

26

Both Info Nights will showcase VCE,VCAL & VET at Galen 
Also look out for: ATEL, GOTafe, CSU, La Trobe and more!

Year 10 (2019) Info Night
for current Year 9 students
• Date: Thursday 26th July
• Time: 6.30pm-8.00pm
• Venue: Stadium
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VCAL News

On Wednesday the 23rd of May, the three CREW Schools 
attended the sports themed Disco hosted by the Year 12 VCAL 
class in the Galen Auditorium. We raised a total of $450 for the 
Santa Teresa immersion which will go towards school 
supplies for the children of the Primary School. The night was 
a big success, the kids had a ball and we hope that they made 
some new friends. There was a DJ present who did an amaz-
ing job. It was great so see so many students taking the dress 
code into account and supporting their favourite sports or 
sports clubs.

We held a dance competition and some of the moves that we 
saw were out of this world. The limbo was the biggest hit out 
of all the events, the line included everyone including one or 
two Galen students. The preparation was extensive and well 
researched to cater to the attendees, lollies, sausages and 
cordial were available to the students and the games and 
competitions were a thrill. Overall the Galen students made 
great hosts and the event was an accomplishment for all.

Over the last six weeks the Year 11 VCAL Work Related Skills 
classes have been busy planning and constructing three 
cubby houses, which will form part of their hands on learn-
ing. Students have developed a great understanding of all 
OH&S issues associated with the construction process, as well 

as learning how to safely use hand tools. After completion of 
the cubbies, students will be will be selling two and will be 
raffling off the third. If you are interested or wish to see the 
progress, please feel free to head over to the VET shed. 

Grade 5/6 CREW Disco - A convivial night to remember!
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Year 12 VCAL Personal Development class joined the Wan-
garatta Library knitting project to knit a single bed blanket 
to donate to CAREVAN. The students undertook the task 
during term one classes. They learnt how to knit a small 
square. Each student was required to knit at least one square, 
some students completed several squares. We also received 
donations of squares from some of the adult knitters at 

Galen. This project was part of the learning outcome which 
demonstrates that students can be involved with a commu-
nity based activity. Once the students had knitted enough 
squares they sewed up the blanket. The students were invited 
to visit the library and hand over the blanket to the CAREVAN 
coordinators. 

VCAL stitch for a cause

Veggie Gardens
We have been preparing five veggie gardens, we have 
designed and produced a watering system that has improved 
the way the garden is watered and therefore we do not need 
to spend hours standing over at the garden watering. Some 
of the plants that we have planted are snow peas, mint, 
strawberries, lettuces, rocket, spinach, and kale. We have 
put a lot of time and 
effort into our gardens 
making sure that, our 
produce is top grade 
and flourishing so that 
we can use it for future 
cooking activities. Part 
of our garden is going 
to be designated to 
bush tucker, allowing 
us to produce condi-
ments with the hope 
that later down the 
track we could value 
add to this project.

Coffee 
Mrs. Falla and Mrs. Hernandez has been teaching us how 
to use the coffee machine, the correct procedures to use 
when you are preparing a coffee. She has taught us milk 
frothing techniques and what the base of the coffee is and 
how much it measures. We have been developing our skills 
with pouring 
the milk and 
working on the 
presentation 
of the coffees, 
building up to 
making them 
for staff whilst 
giving us skills 
that we are able 
to take out into 
the real world 
when we leave 
school. 
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Galen Catholic College
College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Principal: Bernard Neal
Email: principal@galen.vic.edu.au
Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

For newsletter enquiries please contact the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
• Dale Gleeson: Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
• Jim Samon: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
• Dom Giannone: Business Manager
• Anthony Batters: Head of Senior School
• Wendy Chuck: Head of Junior School
• Rob Walker: Director of Staffing
• Daniel Armitage: Professional Learning Leader
• Debra Doyle: Staff Representative 
• Nicole Nixon: Staff Representative

School Board
• Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
• Colin McClounan: Board Chair
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
• Dom Giannone: Business Manager
• Cheryl Impink: Parents’ Assoc. Representative
• Chris Dwyer: Parent Representative
• Leah Waring: Parent Representative
• Matthew Fraser: Parent Representative

Parents Association Executive 
• Jodie Sutton: President
• Julie Dart: Vice President
• Louine Robinson: Secretary
• Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer  

The Parents Association can be contacted via 
email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Members of the Board can be contacted 
via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email: 
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au



 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist 

beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student 

will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun 

activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s 

commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes. 

 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS       
FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great 
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the 
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families 
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary 
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration 
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The 
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to 
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is: 

• $125 for primary school students 

• $225 for secondary school students 

 
 

  

  

MORE INFORMATION 

For more information about the CSEF visit 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application 
form or download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  

NEW FOR 2018! 

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 
2017, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2018 unless there has been a change in your 
family circumstances.  

You only need to complete an application form if any 
of the following changes have occurred: 

 new student enrolments; your child has 
started or changed schools in 2018 or you 
did not apply in 2017. 

 changed family circumstances; such as a 
change of custody, change of name, 
concession card number, or new siblings 
commencing at the school in 2018. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure. 

 

 

 



  

  

 
 

 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  APPLICATION FORM 

 

 
 
School Name      School REF ID 

 

Parent/legal guardian details 
 

Surname         

First name         

Address        
 

Town/suburb    State   Postcode               
 

Contact number        

Centrelink pensioner concession OR  Health care card number (CRN) 

– – – OR 
 

Foster parent*  OR Veterans affairs pensioner 
 

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 

 

Student details 
 

Child’s surname   Child’s first name Student ID 
Date of birth 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Year level 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink 

customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also 

authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET. 
 

I understand that: 
 

• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET 

personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status. 
 

• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school. 
 

• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund can be determined. 
 

• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and   
Excursions Fund provided by DET. 
 
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and 
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance. 

 

You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your 

child’s school. 

 
Signature of applicant                                                                                    Date        /         /        



  

  

 

 
 

 

 

CSEF ELIGIBILITY 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 
 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility 

To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-

government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or; 

• on the first day of Term two; 
 

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of 

Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession 

Card (PCC) holder, OR 

b) Be a temporary foster parent, and; 

c) Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  
 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 

Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

 
 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive. 
 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or 

secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive. 
 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 
 

Eligibility Date 

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being 
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (29 January 2018) or term two (16 April 2018). 

 

 

PAYMENT AMOUNTS 

CSEF payment amount 

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the 

benefit of the eligible student. 

• Primary school student rate: $125 per year. 

• Secondary school student rate: $225 per year. 
 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or 

excursion costs for your child. 

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary 

schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.  

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM 

NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN 
 

1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section. 

Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your 

concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 

If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of 

documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner 

Gold card to the school. 

2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school. 

3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2018 closes on 
29 June, 2018. 

 
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 

 

Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school. 

 
© 2017 Department of Education and Training 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef


Nationally	  Consistent	  Collection	  of	  Data	  
Schools	  must	  now	  complete	  the	  Nationally	  Consistent	  Collection	  of	  Data	  on	  School	  Students	  
with	  Disability	  (NCCD)	  every	  year.	  It	  counts	  the	  number	  of	  students	  who	  receive	  additional	  
adjustments	  or	  ‘help’	  at	  school	  because	  of	  a	  disability.	  The	  NCCD	  helps	  governments	  plan	  
for	  the	  needs	  of	  students	  with	  disability.	   

Changes	  have	  been	  made	  to	  the	  Law,	  The	  Australian	  Education	  Act	  2013	  and	  The	  Australian	  
Education	  Regulation.	  	  To	  ensure	  that	  we	  comply	  with	  this	  new	  legislation	  we	  must	  
participate	  in	  this	  data	  collection	  each	  year.	  	  Both	  Federal	  and	  State	  governments	  have	  
indicated	  that	  the	  Nationally	  Consistent	  Collection	  of	  Data	  on	  School	  Students	  with	  
Disability	  (NCCD)	  will	  be	  used	  to	  inform	  funding	  for	  school	  students	  with	  disability	  from	  
2019.	  

Please	  read	  the	  documents	  attached	  for	  more	  information	  on	  the	  NCCD.	  
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on School 
Students with Disability 
 
What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data? 
Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability (NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments 
or ‘help’ at school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of 
students with disability.  
 
Who is counted in the data collection? 
To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions: 
 

1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same 
basis as other students? 

2. Is the help given because of a disability?  The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students. 

3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide? 
4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons 

that the student needs this help?  The school will need to keep copies of tests, student 
work, assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and 
information about how the student’s learning is moving along over time. 

 
Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a 
disability group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student. 
 
What does word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD? 
In the NCCD the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). There 
are four types of disability that the school can choose from: sensory, cognitive, social–emotional 
and physical. 
 
Many students who need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students with 
learning problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia), 
health problems (e.g. epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/hearing 
loss and social–emotional problems (e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).  
 
Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support 
students with their learning.  Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a 

 

NCCD Information Sheet for 
Parents, Carers and Guardians 

 

http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
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student in NCCD.  Teachers can use all that they know about the child’s learning and the records 
that they have collected over time to decide if a student can be counted in the NCCD. 
 
What sort of help does the school give students? 
Students need different types of help at school.  Some students need a little help sometimes while 
other students need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs 
of the student.  The help can include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or 
things like special desks or chairs), extra teacher help in classes, special learning programs, changes 
to the work they give the student or extra adult help.  
 
How will the NCCD be different in 2018? 
All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015.  The government will use the 
NCCD data as part of the funding to schools.  
 
What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD?  
Schools work together with families to understand the needs of each student.  It is helpful if 
families give their child’s teacher a copy of any letters or reports they have.  The letters or reports 
will help the school understand the student and the help that they might need.  Letters from 
doctors, psychologists, speech pathologists and occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for 
schools.  These reports, along with information that the teacher has (i.e. school based tests, your 
child’s work and learning plans), helps the school to understand and meet the student’s needs. 
 
What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information?  
Each school principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year.  The school will give the 
information to the Catholic Education Office.  The school will work with the Catholic Education 
Office to make sure that the NCCD data is OK before they give the data to the government.  The 
government will not be given the names of any students or any letters or records.  Please ask your 
school for their privacy policy if you need to know more. 
 
Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD? 
Changes were made to the law (Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation 
2013). Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD.  You cannot ask the 
school not to count your child. 
 
Where can I find out more? 
If you have questions, you can ask your child’s school for help.  You can find out more by looking at 
these links: 
 

● NCCD national website  
● Disability Standards for Education 2005  
● Australian Government Department of Education and Training–NCCD 
● 2019 Students with Disabilities (SWD) Information Sheet for Schools, Parents, Carers and 

Guardians. 
 

https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dse2005_v2.pdf
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589945115
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589945115
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CECV Students with Disabilities (SWD) Program 
The Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) Students with Disabilities (SWD) Program 

aimed to improve the learning outcomes of educationally disadvantaged students, especially in 

reading and writing ability and numeracy. Each year, schools could submit SWD applications in 

either Round 1 (October) or Round 2 (February). Eligibility for the program was then decided by the 

CECV SWD Committee. 
 

There were seven disability categories: physical disability, chronic health impairment, severe 

language disorder (including severe developmental verbal dyspraxia), intellectual disability 

(including global developmental delay), hearing impairment, vision impairment and social–
emotional disorders (including autism spectrum disorder). Each disability category had criteria and 

documentation requirements that had to be met. 
 

Disability funding for Victorian Catholic schools from Federal and State government sources was 

based on eligible SWD students flagged on the census.  

 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) is a process 

that all schools must do every year. It counts the number of students who receive extra 

adjustments or ‘help’ at school because of a disability, as defined by the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1992 (DDA).  

 

To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions: 

 

1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same 

basis as other students? 

2. Is the help given because of a disability?  The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students. 

3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide? 

4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons 

that the student needs this help?  The school will need to keep copies of tests, student 

work, assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and 

information about how the student’s learning is moving along over time. 

 

Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a 

disability group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student. 

 

There are four disability categories: physical, cognitive, sensory and social–emotional. There are 

four levels of adjustments: quality differentiated teaching practice (QDTP), supplementary, 

substantial and extensive adjustments. 

 
 

 

2019 Students with Disabilities (SWD)  
Information Sheet for Schools, Parents, Carers and 
Guardians 
 

http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
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Changes to Funding 
Both Federal and State governments have indicated that the NCCD will now be used to inform 

funding. From 2019 onwards, schools will receive funding based on students counted in the NCCD 

at supplementary, substantial and extensive adjustments levels. Therefore, the CECV SWD Program 
will transition to the NCCD for the 2019 program year.  
 

What does this mean for students currently on the CECV SWD Program? 
 

NCCD Eligibility 
Specialist documentation (e.g. paediatrician, speech pathology, psychology, GP) that was used for 

the CECV SWD Program can be used as ‘evidence’ for NCCD. The NCCD does not currently have 

specific documentation requirements (e.g. documentation from specific specialists or date 

requirements). Where available, information and advice from specialists combined with school- 

based evidence will continue to provide rich information to inform educational programming (i.e. 

adjustments). 

 

Evidence of the help given can be seen in documents such as teacher work plans, monitoring 

sheets, specialist support timetables, Program Support Group (PSG) minutes and Personalised 

Learning Plans (PLPs). It is highly likely that students on the CECV SWD Program have already been, 

and will continue to be counted in the school’s NCCD. 
 

Review Assessments 

NCCD does not currently have specific documentation requirements. Where students may have 

needed updated review assessments for the CECV SWD Program, they are now not necessary for 

NCCD. Where available, information and advice from specialists combined with school-based 

evidence will continue to provide rich information to inform educational programming (i.e. 

adjustments). 
 

NCCD Submissions 
Schools must submit their NCCD in August every year and cannot change their NCCD after the due 

date. The Australian Government will apply post enumeration processes (census audit) to a random 

sample of the school’s NCCD submission.  
 

Parental Consent 
Changes were made to the law (Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation 
2013). Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD.  You cannot ask the 

school not to count your child. 

 

Where can I access more information? 
Please contact your child’s school if you have further questions about the NCCD. You may also find 

these links helpful: 

x CECV NCCD Information Sheet for Parents, Carers and Guardians 

● NCCD national website  

● Disability Standards for Education 2005  

● Australian Government Department of Education and Training–NCCD. 

https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
http://cevn.cecv.catholic.edu.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=8589945114
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dse2005_v2.pdf
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability


CAKE	  DECORATORS	  
The	  Wangaratta	  Branch	  of	  the	  Cake	  Decorators	  Association,	  Victoria	  
is	  a	  local	  group	  who	  have	  been	  meeting	  for	  over	  25	  years	  to	  learn	  
new	  cake	  decorating	  skills	  and	  techniques.	  

There	  are	  currently	  about	  20	  members	  whose	  ages	  range	  from	  12	  to	  
about	  80.	  	  

Anyone	  who	  is	  interested	  in	  learning	  about	  cake	  decorating	  
(regardless	  of	  their	  skill	  level)	  is	  very	  welcome	  to	  come	  along.	  	  
Children	  must	  be	  accompanied	  by	  an	  adult.	  

Galen	  College	  allow	  the	  group	  to	  use	  their	  Food	  Technology	  facilities	  
for	  meetings	  and	  workshops.	  

The	  next	  meeting	  and	  workshop	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Saturday	  16th	  June,	  
commencing	  at	  10	  am.	  	  The	  workshop	  will	  consist	  of	  working	  with	  
Isomalt	  and	  making	  individual	  own	  edible	  Geodes	  (See	  photo).	  	  

Future	  meetings	  and	  workshops	  for	  this	  year	  will	  be	  held	  on	  18th	  
August,	  20th	  October	  and	  17th	  November.	  

If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  attending,	  or	  would	  like	  more	  information,	  
please	  contact	  Jeanie	  Holt	  on	  0439	  087	  630.	  

	  

	  


