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Some wonderful, inspiring writing 
has been created by Galen stu-
dents over the last semester. Firstly, 
please join me in congratulating 
Grace Jenkins of 8.4 (pictured), who 
won the Wangaratta Lit Fest Young 
Writer’s Award in the poetry 
section with her exquisite poem 
“Just a Grain of Sand”. Jamieson 
Hunter also blew me away with her 
book themed poem submitted as 
part of her Koorie Country Integrated Studies.

There has also been a group of students and staff engaging with 
the Galen Virtual Library GoogleClassroom page over the remote 
learning period. These students have been engaging in book and 
writing related challenges over the last term. Paris McLaruin’s ‘mag-
netic poetry’ Tanka, inspired by winter, was voted as the winner of 
the recent poetry competition held on this page.

Sara Korman – Head of Library

Galen Author Showcase

Paris McLaurin Year 10: Winter themed Tanka

Grace Jenkins 8.4

Jamieson Hunter 8.4
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VCAL students have been working to establish the Galen 
vineyard. They have undertaken soil testing, and as a result 
have spread gypsum, lime and fertilizer in readiness for the 
installation of the posts and wires. Planting is expected to 
begin in early to mid-spring.
 
Year 8 Integrated Studies students have researched local 
vineyards. They have created designs of the Galen vineyard, 

including the calculation of materials such as the number 
of posts and vines and the length of wire and irrigation 
line required.
 
Year 9 Integrated Studies students have been learning 
about sustainable food production and the importance of 
supporting local growers. They are also learning how to 
propagate vines.

Galen proud to be supporting our 
students in Agriculture, Integrated 

Studies and VCAL projects
Development of the Galen vineyard is well underway

Year 8 Integrated Studies students are working with local 
volunteers to continue the restoration of the Mullinmur 
Wetland near Galen. They have collected water samples and 
conducted tests on the health of the Ovens River, billabong 

and nearby filtration ponds. Students have monitored and 
built nesting boxes and planted indigenous species to 
improve wildlife habitat. Marshmallows around the campfire 
are a welcome treat too!

Mullinmur Wetland progress

The first row is ripped!

L-R FRONT: Mr Gerard Kelly, 
Fraser McKenzie (VCAL), 
Tayah Martens (Yr 8), Edyn 
Hill (Yr 8). L-R BACK: Tom 
Bannon (VCAL), Haylee 
Newman (VCAL), Eleanor 
Baldwin (VCAL), Mrs Kylie 
Girolami, Ms Kelly Smith
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Away
By Samuel Willoughby 

Luke was a young boy of only sixteen, and his heart seldom conformed 
to its maturing body. His mind crawled with an unfathomable fascination 
for a world outside of his own. A fantastical world where he, and only he, 

belonged. And that world was not inside the classroom he would come to 
exist in for his known life.

“Paper,” came the dull and sudden voice of the teacher, drifting 
steadily past him. 
Luke startled awake, his face marked bright red with where his 
hands had been pressed hard against his skin. His eyes found the 
grey classroom window in which he had been staring through for 
the past ten minutes, wondering if he’d ever escape it in time. In 
front of him lay the crinkled test paper, finished at the final moment 
before the test examiners had called time. 
Luke pulled the paper closer to him and turned it over unenthusi-
astically. The red and bold capital letter C bled into the paper like a 
wax seal. The rest of the paper gleamed at him, nudging him further 
down where only a sea of red markings greeted him unpleasantly. 
He slipped it inside his Trapper Keeper where it would likely remain 
until the end of the school semester like the rest of his poorly 
graded papers. 
An overwhelming dread poured over Luke. This wasn’t the right 
place for him and he knew it. He yearned to be somewhere else. 
The heavy temptation of sleep returned, inviting an escape he too 
often accepted. He examined the room before him, considering the 
chance. The classroom was commonplace for the body of lifeless 
souls reflected in all their hollow and dimly-lit faces in which he 
glimpsed at, including the teacher who now sat at his desk, his eyes 
deep in a book by Sigmund Freud.
Luke stared endlessly out of the classroom window, hoping that, if 
he looked hard enough, his soul would leap out of him and straight 
through the window to euphoric freedom. But after countless min-
utes of doing this, the fondness of the thought soon faded. Sleep 
now entered the equation. 
His eyes and mind drifted shut until something caught his atten-
tion. A pale light came dancing across his vision. Blinking once, 
blinking twice, he still saw it. Except for this time, it had occurred to 
him that this light was, in fact, beyond the curtain of fog surround-
ing his mind and instead, outside the very window in front of him. 
The light grew wide and bright, forming the outline of a figure. A 
twirling and bouncing figure. As if it was dancing on thin air, the 
radiant silhouette rose higher and closer into view. Its feet drifted 
faintly like feathers above the green carpeted field that lay outside 
the classroom. 
The figure became clearer to Luke as it finally revealed itself to be a 
beautiful, dazzling and quite a fantastical dancer. The dress was of 
diamond white, sparkling extensively in the bright afternoon sun. 
Her eyes were closed shut and the rest of her features remained 
solemn but in a state of focus as she completed her rotations. Her 
long and golden hair sat neatly curled around her shoulders as if 
the strongest of winds couldn’t even disturb its elegant complexity. 
Her slight, translucent figure brushed delicately through the sun’s 

rays as if she was about to enter upon a stage through a curtain. 
He pondered whether there was music guiding her steps or she 
merely moved despite it, but either way, she moved with remedying 
rhythm. She looked, Luke concluded, beyond heavenly, to say the 
least.
What he was witnessing bewildered him but enthralled him at the 
same time, as it’s bizarre and wondrous nature appealed to him. It 
was as though he was locked in a blissful state, transfixed on this 
strange occurrence. Why this was happening, of all places, he did 
not know and nor did he care. Her movements placed him under an 
enchantment that he refused to break. Whatever he was whimsi-
cally observing, held a strong influence over him. He dared not 
blink in case this beautiful girl would vanish as suddenly as she had 
appeared.
The girl turned again, crossing over the field as if coming to the end 
of the stage. Her feet tapped the ground repetitively this time, and 
with each tap of her downturned toes, a small wave emitted out-
wards like the waves created when a stone hits open water. These 
waves, however, moved continuously outwards and around, giving 
off the effect that she was indeed dancing on a body of water and 
not a field of grass. 
It was at this stage that Luke realised the fantastic and exotic scene 
to be too unnatural and too extraordinary to be really happening. 
But it didn’t deter him from returning from this simulated reality. 
To his astonishment, droplets of water began to fall from the clear 
blue sky around the dancer, with each drop producing its own series 
of waves upon the stage. A thick blanket of rain formed in front of 
the girl as she continued to dance to the rhythm of the rain, which 
remained silent to Luke’s ears. This abnormal happening only pulled 
him deeper into the fantasy. 
The dancer continued her show but now, it seemed, with a hid-
den weight pressing down on her. Her movements became slow 
and heavy with each sway. Her solemn expression faded and 
with it came a manner of exertion and tiredness. Her hair became 
drenched and dishevelled. Her steps were haphazard and each 
bound became more listless with each attempt. But she persisted 
in her dance without the hint of stopping. Her bright light began to 
dull and to Luke, she was much less heavenly than before, and now 
remained a dim blur of rapid movement upon a flooding stage. 
An urge to leave this transfixed state came over Luke. He wanted 
to help her, pull her in from the rain and comfort her, and possibly 
even to confront her as to why she was out there. Luke acted on his 
urge, leaping to his feet and sliding the window open. He called for 
her to stop. To come and see him. But the feeble light of the dancer 
faded along with her stage. The rain stopped. She was gone. 
Luke awoke from his deep spell to an empty classroom. 

Young writers recognised
UP-and-coming local authors have used the isolation period to pen successful entries in this year's Young Writers Award.
Held in recent years as part of the Wang Lit Fest, in conjunction with the Rotary Club of Wangaratta Book Fair, the writing 
competition ran solo this year due to the COVID-19-related cancellation of the literature festival. Year 12 student Ebony 
Grant took second place with 'Reject'. Grace Jenkins (Year 8) won the poetry category with her piece 'Just a Grain of Sand'. 
In the prose section, Year 12 student, Samuel Willoughby placed second with his piece 'Away'.
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I know you can’t stand it
When boys look at you in total awe.
That makes it really hard for me
Not to look at you like that at all.

Cause God help me if I gave a hint
That I might feel the way they do
But by the looks and sounds of it
I think you already knew.

Because lately you’ve not looked
At me the same
When I smile at you
You can’t help but look away.

You tell me “I’m sorry
But I don’t swing that way.”
Then you laugh at me with your friends
And I am left ashamed.

The moment that the morning hits,
Closet doors open to rage
“I thought you trusted us more than 
this.”
“Why do you swing that way?”

Can already see the articles:
“This Dyke has gone insane.
Had one taste of rejection
But only has herself to blame.”
Because lately no-one’s looked
At me the same.

When I try and greet them,
They can’t help but look away.

They tell me “I’m sorry
But you can’t swing that way.
Then they laugh at me with their friends,
And I am left disgraced.

You know it’s not their fault
You know it’s not their fault deep down.

They know it’s not your fault
They know it’s not your fault deep down.

You know it’s not your fault
You have nothing to be ashamed of

You know it’s not your fault
You have nothing to be ashamed of.

Because lately I don’t see 
The world the same.
Then he asks me for help.
I smile and look him in the face.

He asks me, “I sorry,
But how did you know you’re gay?”
I’ve been asking the same question
I guess I’ll figure it out one day. 

REJECT   
by Ebony Grant

Galen Canteen
Order Online now through the Qkr! App

Due to COVID-19 health restrictions, there 
are no over the counter food sales or cash 
handling. EFTPOS Payments only or online 
through the Qkr! App. Full menu is avail-
able at recess and lunchtime but must be 
pre-ordered using the Qkr! App.
Drinks and packaged chips can be sold 
over the counter.
Orders can be made through the Qkr! App 
any time, but will close at 9.00am daily. 
Qkr! App instructions are included in this 
newsletter - It’s simple, secure and quick to use!
Our food is fantastic, always fresh and care is being taken to ensure that all 
food safety and sanitation requirements are being met, so please continue 
to support the canteen and make sure you order your recess and lunch in 
advance.

Thank you,
Sue’s Soul Foods Canteen Team

FINANCE - Camps, 
Sports & Excursions 
Fund (CSEF) and Job 

Seeker
CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Govern-
ment to assist eligible families to cover the 
costs of school trips, camps and sporting 
activities. If you hold a valid means-tested 
concession card or are a temporary foster 
parent, you may be eligible for CSEF.
If you have recently applied for the Govern-
ment’s Job Seeker support due to COVID-19 
and now hold a Health Care Card, please check 
the card start date. If it is before 14th April 
2020, then you may also be eligible for CSEF.
 
Please contact the school office to obtain a 
CSEF application form or complete the 
attached form in this newsletter and return to 
the school with a copy of your card.
Closing Date
You should lodge a CSEF application form at 
the school by 24th July 2020.
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The Sandpiper
Online

The May-June edition of The 
Sandpiper highlights their long 
tradition of reaching out to the 
community amid turbulent times. 
Read it online at:
www.sandhurst.catholic.org.
au/sandpiper/latest/36

Mietta Habets (Year 10)
I thoroughly enjoyed the In2science program this semester because 
I had the opportunity to speak with Poojan my mentor about astro-
physics, something I am very interested in. We had so many interest-
ing conversations that stemmed out from questions I had and about 
the topic of her PhD. Chatting with KBR Engineer, Ish Chopra, an 
environmental/chemical engineer during one of the sessions was 
very helpful as well. We spoke about the areas of STEM that I knew 
very little about and it helped me see a clearer path forward for my 
future career. 
 
Patrick Comer (Year 9)
The In2Science program was a great program as it helped me learn 
about subjects that I didn't even know interested me, as well as 
helping me with my future. I was a little unsure about it first because 
I thought there were only a few select subjects, but actually there 
are so many subjects that involve science and the possibilities are 
seemingly endless. Meeting the engineer was definitely a highlight 
and it really opened my eyes to the many possibilities that I didn't 
even know existed. Overall, I really enjoyed the program and don't 
regret signing up.

Finding career paths through In2science
Patrick Comer and Mietta Habets were recently featured in an In2science article online through the 
program they’ve both been involved in. They’ve both gained lots from the program and have shared 
some their thoughts below.

For more info about getting involved in the In2science program, email Mr Price or Ms Timms, and 
keep an eye out on the bulletin, as they will be taking Semester 2 applications very soon.

Read the original article online: https://bit.ly/2Y5M9gO

THANK
Catholic Education Sandhurst

would like to thank staff, students, 
parents & guardians

for your support, hard work & commitment 
to remote learning during 

COVID-19 restrictionsYOU

Request: 
Keyboard, piano books

Would someone in the community have a keyboard 
and or beginners piano books  (preferably Bastien) 
that would be happy to donate or loan it to a student 
please contact Therese.Rodway@galen.vic.edu.au  
with details. Thank you for your help at this time.

Student Absences
Reminder for all parents/carers please contact the main office prior 
to your child leaving the school during school hours. All students 
require to collect a leave pass from the main office. Contact for 
absences or leave passes can be made via telephone 5721 6322 or 
email absences@galen.vic.edu.au
If your child is unwell at school, please advise them to attend the 
first aid office and the school will notify parents/carers. Mobile 
phones are not to be accessed during class times. Thank you for 
your assistance.
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Headspace Survey
Young people aged 12-25: Let us know what headspace 
can bring to you that will help with yours and your 
communities recovery from the 2019-2020 bushfire 
season! We have a brief survey for you https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/headspace_bushfires 
Your input will help us to develop the right support for 
your needs.
 
Family, friends, and organisations supporting young 
people in your area:
We also have a short survey for bushfire affected fami-
lies, friends and communities. Let us know what you 
think we could do to help young people find their way 
through recovery:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/headspaceBForganisations

Winter Appeal St Vinnies
The Galen Social Justice Group invites you to join with us in 
contributing non-perishable items and donations to those 
in need in the Wangaratta area. Every year The St Vincent de 
Paul Society amongst many other charitable organisations 
clothe, feed and accommodate the people most vulnerable 
in our community. 
This year we are running the Winter Appeal through Monday 
June 22nd through to Friday 24th July.
Things to donate: Packet food rice, pasta, dried noodles, 
dried or sweet biscuits canned food soup, tomatoes, tinned 
fruit, tuna, spaghetti, blankets or even a small donation of $2. 
Donation of money can be given to Jackie in the office and 
there is also a box in the office to drop of any goods. 
Staff: Toiletries and any of the above.
These items will then be forwarded to the Wangaratta St. 
Vincent de Paul Society to support those in our local 
community.
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Galen Catholic College Uniform Shop will close for the school holidays on 
Thursday 25th June at 4.00 pm.

Term 3 - Week 1 - Opening Hours 
 
Monday 13th July   8.00 am - 12.00 pm
Tuesday 14th July   9.00 am - 5.00 pm
Thursday 16th July   8.00 am - 4.00 pm

The uniform shop will return to normal hours on Tuesday 14th July.
 
Tuesday    9.00 am - 5.00 pm
Thursday    8.00 am - 4.00 pm

You are welcome to purchase from the online uniform shop at your convenience  
and your order will be filled when the store is next open.

Midford is a division of Georges Apparel Pty Limited 
75 Ashford Avenue, Milperra NSW 2214 
P: Toll Free 1800 TEL MID (835 643) W: www.midford.com.au E: retail.info@midford.com.au

Holiday  
   Trading Hours

Please contact the uniform shop:

Phone:   03 5723 8320
Email:   galen@midford.com.au
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Galen Catholic College
College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Principal: Bernard Neal
Email: principal@galen.vic.edu.au
Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

For newsletter enquiries please contact the Publications & Promotions Officer: malcolm.webster@galen.vic.edu.au

Who’s Who at Galen
Leadership Team
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal—Staff & Students
• Dale Gleeson: Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning
• Jim Samon: Deputy Principal – Catholic Identity
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Anthony Batters: Head of Senior School
• Wendy Chuck: Head of Junior School
• Daniel Armitage: Professional Learning Leader
• Debra Doyle: Staff Representative 
• Zoe Tait: Human Resources Advisor
• Sara Korman: Staff Representative
• Tess Barnard: Executive Assistant to the Principal

School Board
• Fr Mike Pullar: Parish Priest
• Colin McClounan: Board Chair
• Bernard Neal: Principal
• Patrick Arcuri: Deputy Principal  
• Emily Hordern: Business Manager
• Lyndel Annett: Staff Representative
• Chris Dwyer: Parent Representative
• Leah Waring: Parent Representative
• Matt Chadban: GPA Representative

Parents Association Executive 
• Kim Saunders: President
• Matt Chadban: Vice President
• Cathryn Carboon: Secretary
• Carolyn Hicks: Treasurer  

The Parents Association can be contacted via 
email: gpa@galen.vic.edu.au

Members of the Board can be contacted 
via the office on 03 5721 6322 or email: 
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au

The best way to contact Galen staff members direct is by email. All staff have email addresses which follow the formula: 
firstname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au

Beyond Blue: beyondblue.org.au
1300 22 4636

Gateway Health: (03) 5723 2000

Headspace: headspace.org.au
eheadspace.org.au
1800 650 890

Kids Helpline: kidshelp.com.au
1800 55 1800

Australian Centre for Grief 
and Bereavement: grief.org.au
 
GriefLine Community and Family 
Services: griefline.org.au

Black Dog: blackdoginstitute.org.au

Lifeline: lifeline.org.au

MensLine: mensline.org.au
1300 78 99 78

Head to Health: headtohealth.gov.au

Mindspot: mindspot.org.au
1800 61 44 34

SANE Australia: sane.org
1800 18 7263

Email: wellbeing@galen.vic.edu.au    Phone: 0357216322

Wellbeing Links

20
20

“Creating one new humanity”
Eph 2:15

What is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?



 
                                   Wellbeing 

If we’ve learnt anything from this pandemic it’s that 
we truly are all in this together, and it’s that 
communal response that we need to make the next 
step a successful one. For most of us it probably feels 
like we have just gotten the hang of working and 
learning from home, only to be told we are now 
commencing the transition back again. The anxieties 
that have just been quelled now begin to swell again. 
So, here are we are again with a few more helpful tips 
to make that transition a little less stressful. 
Basically you want to gradually expose your kids to all 
things school related. 
 
 

• Start your normal morning routine a week before 
school starts. 

• Visit school before it starts.  

• Start using language such as “when you go to 
school” rather than “if you go to school” 
• Use visual aids such as calendars to count down to 
school starting. 
• If you know what safety procedures your school will 
be implementing discuss them a few times before 
school starts. 
 
 

 

• Give emotions names. Validate any fears and 
correct any misconceptions. 
• Problem solve with kids- if something is a particular 
worry, work with kids to help come up with a few 
solutions. Include kids in this problem solving. 
• Use your own feelings as a model. 
• Stay calm ourselves. 

• Communicate with your school, and think outside 
the box. 
Source: Chaos to calm consultancies by: TOT: HOT OR NOT 

Victorian Parents Council 

 

 
 

  

Contact Wellbeing                 Phone: 5721 6322                                Email: wellbeing@galen.vic.edu.au 

This week’s Resources 

7 Questions answered on how to socialize safely as corona virus restrictions ease 

https://theconversation.com/7-questions-answered-on-how-to-socialise-safely-as-coronavirus-restrictions-ease-

139109?fbclid=IwAR00oPY4bKt8ALaSUaurGGixF6wVAJdl3GQdWiMh6ptBnSF_EeNk66XAFnQ 

9 Practical ways to support anxious kids return to school. 

https://www.raisingteenagers.com.au/9-ways-to-support-kids-who-are-anxious-about-returning-to-

school/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+com%2FqzyR+%28Raising+Teenagers

%29&fbclid=IwAR3GBnU5XT8Becz89hKCGSBiiQgJ4WWqUdwQAvUIPPVxGBZR1W4FvjJqgSA 



 



This project is funded by the Victorian Government 
through the Student Mentoring Grants Program.

in2science.org.au

Meet Zack.
Zack is studying science 
and maths at uni. He also 
volunteers his time to mentor 
students just like you.

Want to ask him a question?

You can with the In2science 
eMentoring program. 
We connect you online with a Uni student studying  
your kind of science – biology, engineering, robotics, 
even simple maths. Ask them about classwork, science 
breakthroughs, careers, or just what university is really like.

Want to know more? Speak to your science/maths 
teacher and register your interest today.

eMentoring



Meet Rach.
Rach is studying science  
and maths at uni. She also 
volunteers her time to mentor 
students just like you.

Want to ask her a question?

You can with the In2science 
eMentoring program. 
We connect you online with a Uni student studying  
your kind of science – biology, engineering, robotics, 
even simple maths. Ask them about classwork, science 
breakthroughs, careers, or just what university is really like.

Want to know more? Speak to your science/maths 
teacher and register your interest today.This project is funded by the Victorian Government 

through the Student Mentoring Grants Program.

in2science.org.au

eMentoring



  

  

 
 

 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  APPLICATION FORM 

 

 
 
School Name      School REF ID 

 

Parent/legal guardian details 
 

Surname         

First name         

Address        
 

Town/suburb    State   Postcode               
 

Contact number        

Centrelink pensioner concession OR  Health care card number (CRN) 

– – – OR 
 

Foster parent*  OR Veterans affairs pensioner 
 

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 

 

Student details 
 

Child’s surname   Child’s first name Student ID 
Date of birth 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Year level 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink 

customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also 

authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET. 
 

I understand that: 
 

• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET 

personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status. 
 

• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school. 
 

• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund can be determined. 
 

• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and   
Excursions Fund provided by DET. 
 
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and 
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance. 

 

You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your 

child’s school. 

 
Signature of applicant                                                                                    Date        /         /        



  

  

 

 
 

 

 

CSEF ELIGIBILITY 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 
 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility 

To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-

government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or; 

• on the first day of Term two; 
 

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of 

Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession 

Card (PCC) holder, OR 

b) Be a temporary foster parent, and; 

c) Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  
 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 

Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

 
 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive. 
 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or 

secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive. 
 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 
 

Eligibility Date 

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being 
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (28 January 2020) or term two (14 April 2020). 

 

 

PAYMENT AMOUNTS 

CSEF payment amount 

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the 

benefit of the eligible student. 

• Primary school student rate: $125 per year. 

• Secondary school student rate: $225 per year. 
 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or 

excursion costs for your child. 

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary 

schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.  

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM 

NOTE: ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN 
 

1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section. 

Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your 

concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 

If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of 

documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner 

Gold card to the school. 

2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school. 

3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible. The CSEF program for 2020 closes on 
26 June, 2020. 

 
CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 

 

Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school. 

 
© 2017 Department of Education and Training 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
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Features
Virtual Robotics - learning to program in a virtual world
Maree Timms & Brett Webber, VEX Robotics teachers, Galen Catholic College, Wangaratta

VEX Robotics Competitions and 
school robotics programs, like 

many things, have been turned on 
their head due to COVID19.  

Our students and students from 
all around Australia, have been 
gaining fabulous STEM and 21st 
Century skills, by engaging in 
the VEX Robotics Program, the 
competitions are fabulous. The 
Australian Nationals in Adelaide 
in December 2019, saw 1000 plus 
students, of all ages battling it out 
to gain the chance to represent 
Australia at the VEX Robotics 
World Championships in the 
USA in April 2020. Once again 
disappointment for all those 
teams that qualified, as COVID19 
took hold, and international travel 
stopped. See highlights of the 
Australian VEXNationals here: 
https://youtu.be/otYvBAqhqXY

VEX robotics organisers at 
HQ in Dallas Texas, knew the 
disappointment of everyone, 

how could robotics continue with 
schools being closed.  

Bring on VEXcode VR. 
https://www.vexrobotics.com/
vexcode-vr

VEXcode VR is FREE : Students 
and teachers can go through step 
by step tutorials, to learn how 
to code a Virtual robot, using a 
block based coding environment 
powered by Scratch Blocks. 

As you get more confident 
at programming your virtual 
robot, there are “3D virtual 
playgrounds” where you can test 
your programming skills with a 
variety of challenges: Mazes, an 
art canvas, grid world plus more 
being added all the time. Now 
STEM learning can continue while 
at home for students, teachers 
and mentors no matter if they 
have access to their robots or not. 
Our students are now working 
remotely and engaged using the 

VEXcode VR and the even though 
it is not the same as using the 
robots themselves, it has been an 
extremely smooth transition for 
us. 

The best thing about VEXcode 
VR is that anyone can do it, you 
do not have to have any prior 
involvement in VEX Robotics. It is 
such a great easy to use and fun 
platform for remote learning to 
engage students with STEM skills 
and programming.

So why get involved, why start 
coding a virtual robot, why get 
involved in VEX robotics at all?  
We have had the most amazing 
journey with our students, 
from the regional town of 
Wangaratta to seeing our 
students shine on the world 
stage at the VEXRobotics World 
Championships in 2018, 2019 and 
yes, we were one of the teams 
whose dreams were dashed by 
the COVID19 as we had qualified 
again for the 2020 VEX Worlds. 
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Our journey began with a small 
group of handpicked students, as 
we had no idea what VEX robotics 
would be like, but had done 
enough research to know that it 
would provide an opportunity for 
our students to learn STEM skills. 
We now have an extra curricula 
program of multi-age groups 
and the VEX robotics program 
is also embedded into our yr 7 
curriculum. Little did we know just 
how many skills they would gain - 
teamwork, networking, leadership, 
communication, public speaking 
and most of all confidence to take 
on the most daunting challenges. 
We couldn’t be prouder, especially 
to be recognised world wide by 
winning the VEX Robotics 2020 
Community Award. This video 
is about how our students have 
been sharing their love of STEM 
to the wider community. https://
youtu.be/i07-_ve-ELE

If you want to know more 
about VEX Robotics please 
do not hesitate to contact us, 
or Jessica McGaffin, at VEX 
Australia HQ:  jessica_mcgaffin@
roboticseducation.org

Contact the teachers

Maree Timms

maree.timms@galen.vic.edu.au

Brett Webber

brett.webber@galen.vic.edu.au

■

Virtual Robotics - learning to program in a virtual world (continued)




