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Choosing a vocational pathway 
 
A young person’s learning between the ages of 15 and 18 is of great importance in 
preparing them for life and work. Year 9 students are now at the point where they 
need to choose the subjects and pathway they want to take in the Senior School. 
 
They also need to start thinking about what they will do after Year 11 or 12. This will 
influence their subject choices now and learning options later. Career development 
is based on the notion that our careers are journeys. We move in a direction rather 
than towards a target. Hopefully, we can help students see their careers as journeys. 
They need to see that any decision will reflect their values, interests and beliefs. 
Their journeys involve striving to find an ongoing balance between their dreams and 
reality.  
 
We aim to provide information and tips about how to help students make choices. 
The advice of parents is highly rated and their influence and support are key to  
students’ future careers. A broad outline of all the elective subjects is included, as is 
a brief description of each core subject. 
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Core subjects and elective subjects 
 
All students study core subjects and have a choice of elective subjects at Year 10 
level. All students study a core consisting of two semesters of English or Foundation 
English, Advanced Maths or Core Maths or Numeracy, Health and Physical 
Education and one semester of Religious Education. 
  
Students study up to 7 elective units over the year, depending on the program they 
choose and timetabling constraints.They will select three electives in one semester 
and four in the other. Over the year students are required to complete at least one 
unit of Science and one unit of Humanities. Students selecting Italian or Indonesian 
must complete both semesters as these units are year long and will take the place of 
two elective units in a student program. 
 
In 2019 it will be possible for Year 10 students to elect to study Vocational Education 
and Training (VET) or Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) subjects at Unit 1 and 2 
level if desired, following consideration of prerequisites, student aptitude and 
attitude and a formal process of approval. As these units are year long they will take 
the place of two elective units in a student program. There are a number of VET and 
VCE offerings which are listed on page 38. 
 
A School Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship Program (SBAT) is also an option. 
Subjects offered at Year 10 prepare students for a number of options at Year 11, 
including VCE Unit 1/2 subjects, VCE Unit 3/4 subjects, VET courses, School Based 
Apprenticeships and Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) courses.  
 
When choosing electives, students are reminded to follow their interests and do 
subjects they enjoy and find engaging. They should only choose a VCE or VET 
subject if very good results are being achieved and they are prepared for a more 
demanding workload. It is wise to choose a variety of units from a number of 
different Learning Areas in order to keep Year 11 options open. Language, VCE and 
VET electives need to be done as a sequence in both Semester 1 & 2. 
 
Students at Galen who choose to do a straight VCE course in Years 11 & 12 
generally study 6 subjects and Religious Education (RE) in Year 11 and study five 
unit 3/4 subjects and Religious Education at Year 12. The ATAR (Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank) score is calculated by adding the scores of one subject from the 
English group and the best three unit 3/4 subjects, together with 10% of the 5th and 
6th subject. The ATAR is used as the primary source of selection in almost 50% of 
tertiary courses. 
 
Other options include VET, SBAT or VCAL. 
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Religious Education Diversity & Identity 
 
The Religious Education Program is developed from the Source of Life Curriculum 
Guidelines approved by the Sandhurst Diocese. At Year 10 students complete 
outcomes at level 6.  
Students undertake the course ‘Diversity & Identity’, units covered include: Who is 
Jesus? Celebrating Religious Diversity, Making Christian Decisions and Death and 
New Life.  
Alternatively, students will have an opportunity in Year 10 to complete Units 1 & 2 in 
Religion & Society.  
All Source of Life topics in the Year 10 course are a segue to Religious Education in 
Years 11 and 12. As with all core subjects, students will sit an examination in this 
subject at the end of the semester.  
 
This subject leads directly to studying VCE Units 1 & 2 Religion & Society in 
Year 11 and Units 3 & 4 Religion & Society in Years 11 or 12 or alternatively, 
VCE Units 3 & 4 Text & Traditions in Years 11 or 12.   

 

Religious Education Elective - Youth Ministry 
 
Live out your faith!  
Youth Ministry is an opportunity for students to explore their faith deeply through 
prayer, games, discussions, drama, liturgies, testimony, dance and music. Youth 
Ministry is an opportunity for leaders to express their faith as a lived experience and 
to share with the wider community.  
 
This subject is a unique opportunity to put your Catholic faith into action. 
Students who select this elective will have Leadership opportunities within the 
school and wider Parish community.  
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English 
 
Students are involved in extending their language skills through speaking and 
listening activities, writing effectively for a range of purposes and audiences and 
reading a variety of texts.  
Oral/listening skills are developed through small and large group discussions, formal 
presentations, role plays and text readings. Students analyse, explore and use 
different writing styles such as expository, imaginative and persuasive forms. They 
respond to a range of texts for enjoyment and comprehension, and respond orally 
and in writing.  
Students are required to keep a clearly organised workbook, including all drafts, 
class notes, handouts and finished work. Exams are held in both semesters. 
 
This subject leads directly to Units 1 & 2 VCE English in Year 11. Students can 
then continue this study through to Units 3 & 4 English in Year 12. 

 

English Literature 
The study of literature develops knowledge and enjoyment of a wide range of literary 
texts. This study shares with English a general focus on the skilled use of the 
resources of language, but has a particular focus: texts that are valued for their use 
of language to re-create and interpret experience imaginatively. 
Literature enables students to develop effective reading strategies, to examine the 
ideas and views of life which are presented in the literature studied and relate what 
they read to their own lives and social contexts.  
Students develop an understanding of, and a critical response to, contemporary 
literature, and analyse and interpret literary texts for a variety of purposes.  
The unit covers various kinds of literature with a particular focus on texts produced  
since 1950.  
 
This subject leads directly to Units 1 & 2 VCE Literature in Year 11. Students 
can then continue this study through to Units 3 & 4 Literature in Year 12. 

 

 
Foundation English  
The Foundation English course is designed for students who may require a more 
vocationally-oriented approach to English or may be aiming to directly enter the 
workforce upon completing their post-compulsory secondary studies. It draws on 
and strengthens the skills gained and the knowledge students have acquired about 
texts and language. Foundation English also integrates speaking, listening, reading, 
viewing and writing across all areas of study to enhance students’ knowledge about 
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the structures and functions of written and oral language. The course allows 
students to improve their skills in comprehending and responding to a variety of 
texts, and to enhance their communication skills.  
 
Foundation English may be viewed as providing an opportunity for students to 
move into VCAL Literacy. 

 

 
 
Mathematics 
 
Students in Year 10 are enrolled in a Maths course most suited to their individual 
skill levels and potential future pathways. Previous results, work ethic and NAPLAN 
data, combined with individual teacher recommendations, are used to assist 
students to decide which course of mathematics is most appropriate for them to 
undertake in Yr 10. 

 

 
Year 10 Core Maths  
Yr 10 Core Maths involves studies in algebra, trigonometry, statistics and probability, 
measurement, linear and quadratic functions and their graphs, geometry, indices 
and surds. Students are required to learn and practise mathematical routines and 
processes and use them to find solutions to problems. Students are expected to be 
able to to use CAS technology to assist with the completion of basic exercises. They 
are required to undertake projects, assignments and topic tests. Exams are held in 
both semesters. 
 
This subject leads to Units 1&2 General Maths and then Units 3&4 Further 
Maths in Year 12, Units 1&2 Foundation Maths at Year 11, or VCAL Numeracy 
Modules.  NB. Year 11 Units 1&2 in Foundation Maths do not provide any 
access to Year 12 Maths subjects. 

 
 

Maths 10A - Advanced Mathematics 
The Advanced Mathematics course involves the study of algebra, trigonometry, 
statistics and probability, measurement, linear and quadratic functions and their 
graphs, geometry, indices and surds. Students are expected to learn and practise 
mathematical routines and processes and use them to explore solutions in extended 
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problems. They are required to undertake projects, assignments and topic tests. The 
use and application of CAS technology is compulsory. Exams are held in both 
semesters and students are required to maintain a pace of work appropriate for pre 
VCE coursework.  
 
This subject leads directly to Units 1-4 Maths Methods, Units 1-4 Specialist 
Maths ( in conjunction with Maths Methods) or to Units 1&2 General Maths, and 
then Units 3&4 Further Maths in Year 12. 

 

 
Year 10 Numeracy  
This applied numeracy course involves the study of consumer maths, financial 
numeracy, percentages, fractions, and measurement and design. It is specifically 
designed for students who will gain most benefit from everyday basic numeracy 
experiences and who will not be attempting any Year 12 VCE mathematics units. 
Students are required to learn and practise mathematical routines and processes 
and apply them to solve real life or work related problems. They will undertake 
projects and assignments using both mathematical concepts and basic numeracy 
skills, as well as completing topic tests as appropriate.  
 
This subject can lead to Units 1&2 Foundation Maths in Year 11 or VCAL 
Numeracy in both Years 11 and 12.  
NB. Year 10 Numeracy does not provide access to Year 11 Units 1&2 General 
Maths or any Year 12 VCE Maths subjects. 
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Science 
 
Students are required to undertake a minimum of one Science elective or VCE 
Science unit of study during year 10. It is not recommended to complete the 
combination of Core Science and Biology/Psychology or Core science and 
Chemistry/Physics as some content will be repeated. If students are to choose 
two Science subjects, the most suitable combination is Biology/Psychology 
and Chemistry/Physics.  

 
Applied Science 
In this unit, students can experience the enjoyment of scientific discovery in a 
practical and inquiry based approach to learning. Students will discover the science 
behind motion, electricity, genetics and chemistry through hands-on practical tasks 
and problem solving activities. Students will complete an array of tasks and 
challenges focusing on practical application of science in the real world.  
 
This unit would suit students who plan to go into a trade or are considering 
doing VCAL. 
 

 
 
 

Biology/Psychology 
This unit provides an in depth study of the biological and psychological aspects of 
scientific understanding and inquiry. Students will investigate the transmission of 
heritable characteristics from one generation to the next. Using twin studies, 
students will investigate the effects of nature (genetics) vs nurture (environment) on 
development. They will also explore the coordinated function of the nervous system 
in sensation, perception and in response to environmental stimuli. Students will 
consider the theory of evolution by natural selection in explaining the diversity of 
living things, including the evolution of humans. Students will also develop the skills 
required for research in VCE Science.  
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Units 1 & 2 Biology and Psychology, students 
can then continue these studies through to Units 3 & 4 in Year 12.  
 

 
 
 

Chemistry/Physics  
This unit provides an in depth study of the physical and chemical aspects of 
scientific understanding and inquiry. In chemical reactions, students will focus on 
atomic structure, chemical equations and radioactive decay. In motion, students will 
explore the motion of objects, interaction of forces and exchange of energy using 
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the laws of physics. Students will also gather data to analyse everyday motion 
produced by forces, for example, measurements of distance and time, velocity, 
mass, acceleration and force. In chemistry in action, students will investigate 
electroplating, acids and bases, plastics and pharmaceuticals. A topic on electricity 
will focus on parallel and series circuits by comparing circuit design to household 
wiring, including alarms and thermostats.  
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Units 1 & 2 Chemistry and Physics, students 
can then continue these studies through to Units 3 & 4 in Year 12.  
 

 
 
Core Science  
In this unit, students will be provided with a broad spectrum of topics relevant to the 
current year 10 curriculum that provides the basic prerequisite understanding 
required for VCE Biology, Psychology, Physics and Chemistry. In chemistry, students 
will explore chemical reactions involving the rearrangement of atoms to form new 
substances. In biology, students will investigate the transmission of heritable 
characteristics from one generation to the next and the theory of evolution by natural 
selection. In physics, students will gather data to analyse everyday motion produced 
by forces, for example, measurements of distance and time, velocity, mass, 
acceleration and force.  

This subject leads directly to VCE Units 1 & 2 Biology, Psychology, Chemistry 
and Physics, students can then continue these studies through to Units 3 & 4 in 
Year 12.  
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Languages 
 

Italian 
Italian is a sequential subject and must be chosen for both semesters. In Year 10 
Italian, students continue to develop their competencies in speaking, writing and 
reading and listening comprehension in Italian. Students communicate in Italian 
using everyday topics such as food, family, home, sport, pastimes and school life. 
Students are encouraged to use Italian through dialogues, scripts and role plays, 
short written texts, video clips, games and songs. Online interactive activities greatly 
enhance the student's ability to understand and communicate in Italian. The topic of 
‘Migration’ will be the main cultural topic studied and the excursion to Lygon st 
Carlton and the Italian Museum will form part of the required research. Students also 
have the opportunity to attend the annual 3 day Italian immersion camp.  
 
This course leads directly to Units 1 & 2 VCE Italian in Year 11. Students can 
then continue this study through to Units 3 & 4 Italian in Year 12.  

 
 
Indonesian 
Indonesian is also a sequential subject and must be chosen for both semesters. 
Students of Year 10 Indonesian will develop their competence with everyday 
language and build their ability to communicate in Indonesian. Students will cover 
the topics of: music, the weather and natural disasters, a virtual tour of Yogyakarta, 
as well as poverty and wealth in Indonesia. 
Each semester, students produce a cultural assignment on topics related to 
Indonesia and the Indonesian people. Students will have an opportunity to attend an 
Indonesian Immersion Camp in Melbourne. This camp features an intensive 
language study and varied and interesting cultural tours that contribute  significantly 
to the development of their ability to communicate in Indonesian.   
 
This course leads directly to Units 1 & 2 VCE Indonesian in Year 11. Students 
can then continue this study through to Units 3 & 4 Indonesian in Year 12.  
 

 
 

CLIL Unit Italian 
HEROES, VILLAINS AND INNOVATORS OF ITALY 
Science geniuses, extraordinary artists and men and women who changed the 
course of history. In this course, students will follow the steps of famous Italians and 
explore their life, talents, adventures and discoveries. Students will assist Leonardo 
Da Vinci while he is painting the Mona Lisa. They will accompany Cristoforo Colombo 
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in his discovery of America. They will study the use of light with Caravaggio and 
leave on a spaceship with the female astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti. Other 
personalities on the list could be studied depending on interest and time. This course 
will be delivered in the target language, Italian, using the CLIL  (Content Language 
Integrated Learning) total immersion approach. This approach allows students to 
develop higher order thinking skills and attain a more advanced proficiency in Italian. 
The CLIL approach also supports students in developing more effective learning 
strategies for their VCE studies. 
 
This semester course significantly enhances the preparation for and leads 
directly to Units 1 & 2 VCE Italian in Year 11. Students can then continue this 
study through to Units 3 & 4 Italian in Year 12.  
 

 
 

CLIL Unit Indonesian 
HEROES and VILLAINS of INDONESIA 
Indonesia has a rich history of many courageous and outspoken heroes who have 
shaped the nation of Indonesia today. In this course students will learn about one of 
the most influential women in Indonesian history, Kartini as well as studying the lives 
of Indonesian president Sukarno, as well as the controversial presidential leader 
Suharto who dictated Indonesia for 30 years and created a corrupt governing body in 
Indonesia.  
This course will be delivered in the target language using the CLIL (Content 
Language Integrated Learning) approach, to allow students to develop higher order 
thinking skills and a more advanced proficiency in Indonesian.  The CLIL approach 
also supports students in developing more effective learning strategies for VCE 
studies. 
 
This semester course significantly enhances the preparation for and leads 
directly to Units 1 & 2 VCE Indonesian in Year 11. Students can then continue 
this study through to Units 3 & 4 Italian in Year 12. 
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Humanities 
 
The Humanities elective subjects provide students with an awareness and 
understanding of their world. The five Year 10 Humanities elective offerings are: 

● Option A -Money and Power: A study of Economics & Global Politics 
● Option B -Legal Studies 
● Option C- Geography 
● Option D -Modern History 
● Option E -Ancient History: Myth and Conquest in the Ancient World 

  
Students are required to undertake a minimum of one Humanities elective or 
VCE Humanities unit of study during year 10.  
 

 
 

Money and Power: A study of Economics & Global 
Politics  
Money and Power: A study of economic and global politics will give students the 
background they need to undertake VCE Accounting, Business Management, and 
Australian & Global Politics. Students are introduced to economic concepts, the 
impact of economics on business, globalisation, and politics.  While investigating 
enterprising behaviours and capabilities, and the changing work environment 
students will be introduced to the implications these have on individuals, businesses 
and the economy. Students will analyse the intended and unintended effects of 
economic and business decisions and the potential consequences of alternative 
actions. By evaluating features of Australia’s political system, and identifying and 
analysing the influences on people’s electoral choices, students will compare and 
evaluate the key features and values of systems of government, and analyse 
Australia’s global roles and responsibilities.  
 
This subject leads directly to Units 1 & 2 (VCE) Business Management, VCE 
Accounting, and VCE Australian & Global Politics. These subjects then lead 
onto Unit 3 & 4 VCE Business Management, VCE Accounting, and VCE Global 
Politics.  
 

 
 
Legal Studies 
During this semester long elective, students are introduced to units in Legal Studies 
that will lead directly to VCE Units 1 & 2 Legal Studies. Students study the key 
principles of justice in relation to the role of courts and parliament as well 
investigating the changing nature of prisons. Students also analyse the role of the 
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High Court and explain how Australia’s international legal obligations influence law 
and policy. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Units 1 & 2 Legal Studies and then onto Unit 
3 & 4 VCE Legal Studies. 
 

 
 

Geography 
In this Geography unit students will develop their geographical concepts, skills, and 
knowledge while investigating and predicting changes in the characteristics of 
places over time and identifying implications of change for the future.  They will 
evaluate alternative views on geographical challenge and alternative strategies to 
address this challenge, using environmental, social and economic criteria explaining 
the predicted outcomes and further consequences and drawing reasoned 
conclusions.  Students will participate in a number of out of classroom activities and 
undertake fieldwork to gather their own data in order to identify changes and 
patterns. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Units 1 & 2  Geography and then onto Unit 3 
& 4 VCE Geography. 
 

 
 

Modern History  
Nazis. World War II. The Televised War in Vietnam. Popular culture in the 1960s. 
This subject will investigate the development of extreme governments and the 
influence of the media through the lens of the 20th century. Throughout this course, 
students will be exposed to an in-depth study of World War II, the Vietnam War, and 
popular culture in the 1960s. This subject will incorporate many historical skills and 
use film, music and TV to look at history in an interesting and unique way. 
  

This subject leads directly to Unit 1 & 2 (VCE) Twentieth Century History. It is 
strongly recommended that students interested in Twentieth Century 
undertake this subject as the content is linked. This subject then leads onto 
Unit 3 & 4 VCE Australian History and/or VCE Revolutions 
  

 
 

Ancient History: Myth and Conquest in the Ancient 
World 
This Ancient History subject offers our Year 10 students the opportunity to explore 
and evaluate a fascinating range of ancient societies, their peoples, belief systems 
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and brutal conquests. If you have a curious mind, Ancient History will provide you 
with many intriguing case studies, archaeological investigations and a broad range 
of ancient civilisations. Students will be challenged and engaged in active research 
of ancient texts, archaeological sources, architecture, art and historians 
interpretations to structure their own historical understandings. Academically 
rigorous, this subject also provides students the opportunity to improve and perfect 
their research, reading, processing and writing skills. Using primary sources and 
historical interpretations as evidence, students will gather and organize 
chronological and detailed information. Analytical skills are developed by active and 
authentic research with considered organisation. Formal writing skills are 
strengthened in preparation for further studies in Ancient History, VCE in general and 
a range of career paths. 
  
This subject leads directly to Unit 1 & 2 (VCE) Ancient History. Students can 
also continue this study through to VCE Units 3 & 4 Ancient History. 
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Health and Physical Education 
 

Year 10 CORE Health and Physical Education 
All students in Year 10 are required to complete this compulsory subject. It runs for 
Semester 1 and 2.  
In CORE Health & Physical Education students will critically analyse contextual 
factors that influence their identities, relationships, decisions and behaviours. They 
analyse the impact of attitudes and beliefs about diversity on community connection 
and wellbeing. They evaluate the outcomes of emotional responses to different 
situations. Students access, synthesise and apply health information from credible 
sources to propose and justify responses to situations in the home, in the school 
and the community. Students propose and evaluate interventions to improve fitness 
and physical activity levels in their communities. They examine the role physical 
activity has played historically in defining cultures and cultural identities. 
Students identify and analyse factors that contribute to respectful relationships. 
They explain the importance of cooperation, leadership and fair play across a range 
of health and movement contexts. They compare and contrast a range of actions 
that could be undertaken to enhance their own and others’ health, safety and 
wellbeing. They apply and transfer movement concepts and strategies to new and 
challenging movement situations. They apply criteria to make judgments about and 
refine their own and others’ specialised movement skills and movement 
performances. They work collaboratively to design and apply solutions to movement 
challenges. 
Specific areas that will be focused upon in this course are: CPR skills, lifelong 
physical activity, sexuality, relationships, drug education and health promotion. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Health and Human Development, VCE 
Physical Education and VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies. 
 

 
 
 

Outdoor Education Elective 
This course will broaden student’s skills in selected adventure activities. This will 
enable personal and social development through communal living and 
self-reflection. There will been an emphasis on strengthening their understandings 
and feelings for the natural environment. The following topics will been covered: 
- Knowledge of a range of outdoor recreational pursuits: techniques, equipment, 
venues and issues. 
- Outdoor living skills: camping, cooking, weather-reading, navigation, trip-planning, 
first aid, leadership and group. 
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- Environmental understandings: Indigenous, early European and contemporary 
understandings of land use and conservation. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Units in Outdoor and Environmental Studies, 
Geography, Biology or Environmental Science. Furthermore, students can 
develop interest in the following career areas: Surveying, Park Ranger, 
Hydrographer, Environmental Science, Marine Biology, Recreation Officer, 
Adventure Guide, Urban Planning and Outdoor Education Teacher. 
 

 
 
 

Health & Wellbeing Elective 
This course offers a pathway to VCE Health and Human Development with the aim 
of developing health literacy. Students learn to apply health and physical activity 
information to devise and implement personalised plans for maintaining healthy and 
active habits. The physical, social, emotional, mental and spiritual dimensions of 
health and wellbeing are considered. The health status of various population groups 
will be investigated. They will look at the importance of nutrition, healthy food 
choices and physical activity in achieving a healthy lifestyle. This subject will include 
regular practical activities. Students who have an interest in health, wellbeing and 
physical activity would enjoy and benefit from this elective. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Health and Human Development Units 1 and 
2 and health related occupations such as Nursing, Health Promotion, Teaching 
and Dietetics.  
 

 
 
 

Sport Science Elective 
The Sport Science course aims to prepare students to better understand the subject 
matter and concepts that are covered in the VCE Physical Education course. 
The Year 10 PE Pathway elective focuses on two main units: 

● Basic Anatomy and Physiology: The Skeletal, Muscular, Respiratory and 
Cardiovascular Systems, Acute Responses to Exercise, and an Introduction 
to Energy Systems. 

● Biomechanics – Force Summation, Impulse, Levers, Newton’s 3 Laws of 
Motion, Projectile Motion, Friction, Balance and Stability, and Elasticity. 

This elective would suit those with an interest in sport, and in particular, those 
wanting to learn how the body works to produce energy for muscle contraction, and 
how the correct application of biomechanical principles can lead to greater 
efficiency and accuracy in movement skills. 
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The course combines theory with regular practical sessions designed to apply 
principles learned in class. It is not designed for those wishing to participate in 
practical activities only. 
 
This subject leads directly to Unit 1 and 2 Physical Education, or even allow 
higher performing students to successfully study Units 3 and 4 Physical 
Education whilst in Year 11. It can lead to occupations such as Fitness training, 
Sports Medicine, Exercise Physiology, Physiotherapy and Physical Education 
teaching. 
 

 
 

Physical Education for Boys Elective 
In Year 10 Physical Education for Boys, students are given the opportunity to 
explore a range of knowledge, skills and tactics used in a variety of sports and 
fitness/health-related activities in a fun and supportive class environment. The 
Sports unit focuses on comparisons in a variety of sports, where similar tactics are 
required (e.g. European handball and Basketball, Tennis and Racquetball). 
Students will also complete an extended Personal Training unit in which they learn 
about safe training and effective practices through the development of an individual 
training program. From this, students will transfer these skills into practice, acting as 
a Personal Trainer for their peers. 
The health component of this course will also give students further insight into 
sports recovery practices and performance enhancing supplements. Units covered 
throughout this component include; dynamic vs static stretching, hot vs cold 
therapies, recovery equipment used by professional & non-professional athletes and 
the different types of ergogenic aids, both legal and illegal. All units highlighting the 
importance of physical activity, in a healthy lifestyle. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Physical Education Units 1 and 2 and Health 
& Human Development Units 1 and 2. It would be suited to students who enjoy 
physical activity and have an interest in health. 
 

 
 

Physical Education for Girls Elective 
In Year 10 Physical Education for Girls, students are given the opportunity to explore 
a range of knowledge, skills and the tactics used in a variety of sports and 
fitness/health-related activities in a fun and supportive class environment. The 
Sports unit focuses on comparisons in a variety of sports that require similar tactics. 
Furthermore, students are able to gain an insight into other learning experiences via 
the use of a Disability Sports unit (sports include vision impaired basketball, soccer 
& cricket). Students will analyse the rules, court/field space and understanding of 
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fine and gross motor skills required for each sport. They utilize this information to 
coach their peers in a sport of their choosing. Students will also complete an 
extended personal training unit in which they learn about effective and safe training 
practices through the development of an individual training program. They transfer 
these skills by working with peers as a Personal Trainer. 
The health component of this course focuses on women’s health. Students will 
cover information on safe and healthy relationships; wellbeing and mindset; 
empowerment of self; as well as the general health and wellbeing of women. 
Students will be provided with the opportunity to hear from a range of guest 
speakers. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Physical Education Units 1 and 2 and Health 
& Human Development Units 1 and 2. It would be suited to students who enjoy 
physical activity and have an interest in health. 
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Performing Arts 
 
 

Drama  
Students learn to make, perform and appreciate dramatic and theatrical works. They 
devise and enact dramas using scripted and unscripted material and use acting and 
performance techniques to convey meaning to an audience. They learn to respond 
to, reflect on and analyse their own work and the work of others and evaluate the 
contribution of drama and theatre to enriching society. Students also learn about the 
elements of drama, various roles in the theatre, the visual impact of design, 
production elements and the importance of the audience in any performance.  
 
This subject leads directly to VCE units 1-4 of Drama and Theatre Studies or 
even allow higher performing students to successfully study Units 3 and 4 
whilst in Year 11.  
 

 
 
 

Musical Theatre and Dance 
This course will enable students to explore all areas of specialization relating to 
Musical Theatre.  This subject will cater for all abilities, from no experience to those 
with developed skills. No experience is needed in dancing, singing or musical 
theatre to be part of this subject, you just need a love of performing. The 
students will work with both their teacher and out of school specialists to create a 
number of musical theatre routines.  They will learn to respond creatively to scripts 
and songs. They learn to respond to, reflect on and analyse their own work and the 
work of others. They will also view a live musical theatre production in Melbourne to 
review all areas of stagecraft linked to live performances. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE units 1-4 of Drama and Theatre Studies or 
even allow higher performing students to successfully study Units 3 and 4 
whilst in Year 11.   
 

 

 
 
Music 
Music performance, focussing on expressive and interpretative skills, is developed 
through a range of activities. These include practical music performance, 
composition, and learning to write and rehearse simple arrangements that are 
learned and performed by students in class. Software allows students to print high 
quality copies of their own compositions or arrangements. Students learn to 
respond to and evaluate their own and other people’s performances through solo 
and group performance work. Aural and theory work supports the learning of music 
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notation and students undertake assignments in responding critically to musical 
styles from different cultures. The unit is aimed to provide the basic minimum skills 
suitable for selecting music at VCE level. 
 
This subject leads directly to units 1-4 VCE Music.  
 

 
 
 

Visual Arts 
 
Art: 2D – Painting, Drawing and Printmaking 
This course aims to further develop students’ creativity, craftsmanship and 
knowledge in Two-Dimensional Media such as drawing, painting and printmaking. 
Students use a wide range of different drawing materials and sketching techniques 
to improve their observation skills to produce realistic drawings. They explore 
watercolour painting and further improve their acrylic painting skills. They explore a 
printmaking techniques to further develop their range of skills. Students are required 
to produce a folio of drawings, paintings and prints while researching artworks made 
by Australian and overseas artists. 
 
This subject leads directly to  Units 1 and 2 of Art, Studio and  VCD. Higher 
performing students may successfully study Units 3 and 4 Art whilst in Year 11. 
 

 
 
Studio Arts Photography 
Studio art Photography includes the traditional analogue photography and the use 
of Digital Photography it provides students with a range of skills in digital imaging 
and darkroom process and techniques. Students use digital cameras and scanners 
to capture images, then manipulate and enhance these images in Adobe Photoshop. 
Students learn the language of digital photography and how visual literacy/images 
play a vital role in communicating in today’s global world, both as an art form and a 
tool for communication. 
Black and white film photography develops student’s skills in practical workshops 
and topics include: 35mm camera operation; B/W film developing; lighting 
techniques light metering; print production and darkroom procedures; print finishing 
and presentation. 
This subject leads directly to units 1-4, VCE Studio Arts and VCE Art. Higher 
performing students may successfully study Units 3 and 4 Studio Arts whilst in 
Year 11. 
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Studio Arts, 2D and 3D (painting, drawing and 
sculpture/ceramics) 
This course aims to develop students’ creativity, imagination, skills and knowledge 
of the arts through creating and exploring art works. Students will be researching 
artists that will inspire and inform their practical tasks. Students will improve how to 
interpret artworks and gain an understanding of the art periods from 1945 to present 
day. Students will be studying observation drawing skills and learn new techniques 
to produce artworks. They will explore materials used to make artwork from 2D 
painting and drawing to 3D ceramics. Students are required to produce a folio of 
drawings and paintings that will document the creative process used to make 
artwork. Students will complete finished art works to a high standard and learn 
presentation and exhibition skills. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Studio Arts and VCE Art. Higher performing 
students may successfully study Units 3 and 4 Studio Arts whilst in Year 11. 
 

 
 

Visual Communication Design (VCD) 
This unit allows students to explore the field of Visual Communication, from 
Communication Design to Industrial Design and Environmental Design. Students will 
develop freehand and technical drawing skills, explore a range of media and 
undertake research of the development of an existing product. This unit prepares 
students for VCD at VCE by emphasising the Design Process in all its aspects. 
 
This subject leads directly to Units 1 and 2 VCE Visual Communication Design. 
Higher performing students may successfully study Units 3 and 4 VCD whilst in 
Year 11. 

 

VCD: Interior/Architecture 
In this Visual Communication Design unit, students focus on the area of 
Environmental Design through exploring Interior design and Architecture. Specific 
skills you’ll learn include freehand drawing and rendering, the creation of floor plans, 
perspective drawing and 3D concept development.  

This subject leads directly to Units 1 and 2 VCE Visual Communication Design. 
Higher performing students may successfully study Units 3 and 4 VCD whilst in 
Year 11. 
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Media - Film 
This unit is designed to take students through all the stages of the film planning and 
production process, from concept development to product evaluation. Students 
develop knowledge of the use of production story elements used in a commercially 
produced feature film. Students then complete a number of practical exercises with 
video cameras and editing software. They develop their own ideas for original short 
films, which are presented to the class as “film packages”. They then plan, shoot 
and evaluate a short video. 

This subject leads directly to VCE units 1-4 of Media. 
 

 
 

Media - Journalism 
The news is presented as authoritative, but suffers from bias, interpretation, human 
error and representation. This unit is designed to introduce students to the world of 
news gathering and reporting. They learn how to write news reports for print and 
television and are assessed on their own TV and print reports. Students complete a 
range of practical  exercises. They develop a wide range of skills. There is an 
emphasis on practical experience with real news reporting. 

This subject leads directly to VCE units 1-4 of Media. 
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Technology 

 
Material and Technology Furniture Design 
Materials Technology Furniture Design involves the purposeful application of 
knowledge, skills and equipment to design and create functional furniture from a 
range of materials including wood and metal. In Furniture Design, students 
investigate and develop their own ideas from an initial ‘Design Brief. From this, 
students produce and evaluate a finished furniture piece. Students are encouraged 
to independently increase their awareness of the key workplace skills required for 
employment in technology occupations. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Product Design and Technology 
 

 
 
 

Material and Technology Jewellery and Fine Metal 
  
In Jewellery and Fine Metal students develop their creativity, imagination and 
craftsmanship as they design and create functional pieces of jewellery. Students 
complete a folio of practical work consisting of pewter castings that form pendants 
for necklaces, chain making that culminate in a silver bracelet and they explore 
metal properties in the making of a brass and silver ring. From specific design briefs, 
students investigate, design, produce and evaluate all their work. Activities are 
mainly practical in nature. Students investigate a specific body adornment for their 
major research task. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Product Design and Technology 
 

 

 
Textiles 
 
In this Unit students design production items around a theme and may produce 
garments or ‘art’ pieces of their choice. Embellishments and enhancement of work is 
encouraged with students exploring new areas such as airbrushing, computer 
scanning and recycling.  Students learn a variety of fashion illustration techniques, 
and complete a storyboard and mounted drawings. Students use and understanding 
of the sewing machine is enhanced from previous years. However, knowledge of the 
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sewing machine is not a prerequisite for this subject and some students may not 
need to use the sewing machine for their chosen pieces. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Studio Art, or VCE Product Design and 
Technology 
  

 
 

Systems Technology 
This unit looks at how human and technical elements work together to achieve a 
result. For example: electronic alarms, bicycles, combustion engines and 
communication networks are all developed by humans to achieve a purpose. 
Students learn about existing mechanical systems involving gears, hydraulics, 
pneumatics, electronics and alternative energy sources. 
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Product Design and Technology 
  
 

 
 

Food Preparation and Technology 
Students develop skills in the preparation and serving of a wide range of foods. They 
will become familiar with different methods of cookery and have the opportunity to 
design menus and products using a range of familiar and unfamiliar ingredients. The 
emphasis will be on developing informed food choices based on the student’s own 
health and wellbeing needs.  
 
This subject leads directly to VCE Food Studies. 
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School Based Apprenticeship & 
Traineeship Program (SBAT) 
 
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBATs) were introduced as a 
pathway within Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VET). They are 
available to secondary school students over 15 years of age who are enrolled in the 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or the Victorian Certificate of Applied 
Learning (VCAL). 

An SBAT offers students the option of combining part-time employment, school and 
training. The program is undertaken under a training contract with an employer, who 
has a Training Plan signed by the school and is formally registered with the Victorian 
Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) and leads to a nationally 
recognised qualification. 

An SBAT forms an integral part of the student’s school learning program and study 
timetable and a minimum of one day of the normal school week must be spent in 
employment and/or structured training as an apprentice or trainee. Schools should 
only endorse a Training Plan for a SBAT under these circumstances. 

Endorsement of the Training Plan by the school will indicate that it is undertaking 
responsibility to enrol the student on Victorian Assessment Software System (VASS) 
so that credit for the training within VCE or VCAL can be given to the student. 

Like other VET offerings, the vocational training components of SBATs also 
contribute credit towards a senior secondary certificate. Many school based 
apprentices and trainees move on to a full-time contract with their employer after 
leaving school, while others choose to continue their education and training at a 
Registered Training Organisation or university. 

Because there is a wide range of opportunities at Galen, we work with individual 
students to meet their skills, interests and career goals. 

For more information about the SBAT program, please visit the VCAA website at: 
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au  

Or speak to the CAFE Co-ordinator, Mr Peter Girolami. 
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Training Options: VET and SBAT 
 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) is a way of broadening the opportunities for 
our students. VET courses are very practical in nature and the curriculum takes a 
hands-on approach to learning. Through completing a VET course students will 
complement their VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education) or Victorian Certificate of 
Applied Learning (VCAL) Certificates by achieving a TAFE Qualification usually at the 
Certificate II level. 
 
VET IN SCHOOLS 
A VET in Schools program is completed at school, mostly in class time and involves 
a group of students working in class with a teacher to complete theory and practical 
work. At Year 10, Certificate II and III VET courses are an option. Some VET in 
School courses offer Scored Assessed Coursework in the second year of study. As 
with other VCE subjects students undertaking these VET courses will need to sit an 
end-of-year external exam. This allows the VET subject to be graded and used to 
calculate an ATAR score.  
 
SBAT  
A School Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship Program (SBAT) is completed in the 
workplace. Students need to work with an employer, on a training wage for at least 
one day per week. School Based Apprenticeship and Traineeship  
Programs can be completed in a wide variety of industry areas and cater for the 
needs and interests of an individual student. 
 
SOME IMPLICATIONS 
Any student who takes on a VET course not offered at Galen or a SBAT at Year 10 
level that is delivered off campus needs to be aware of the following: 
• These courses mean that students are away from Galen for one day per week. 
• Students miss class on this day and need to catch up on all work missed. 
• Special study classes will run to support students. 
• Students only do two electives for the year. 
 
Off campus VET courses and SBATs require a serious commitment, good 
organisation and a preparedness to follow up on classes missed.  
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What is VET? 
 
VET stands for Vocational Education and Training. Galen offers VET subjects to 
provide more options for senior students who wish to gain skills and experience and 
want to extend and complement their general education. 
 
What are the benefits of VET? 
 
Here are just a few: 
1. When you do a VET course or subject, it can count as credit towards your Year 12 
certificate, just like your other subjects. 
2. Through VET, you’re gaining skills and real-world experience that employers are 
looking for even before you’ve left school. 
3. VET is often a chance to learn subjects outside the classroom. Many  students 
enjoy these  subjects more than traditional subjects. 
4. The subjects and courses are nationally recognised by industry and can make you 
an attractive potential employee. 
5. Many post-school courses are delivered in a flexible way - part-time, even online - 
to suit your post-school life. 
6. Entry requirements for VET courses are less restrictive than university. VET 
courses are accessible to more people and are inexpensive compared to the rising 
costs of university. 
7. The door to university is always open - if you want further qualifications at a later 
date, university admissions are easier when you have a few years of experience and 
industry training.  
 
 
The costs of VET courses in 2019 
Galen College is the provider for most of the VET courses on offer. Please see the 
2019 costs on page 33. External providers also charge for their courses. Students 
selecting courses outside of Galen’s offerings will be charged at the full fee rate; 
these will usually be considerably higher. It is important to note that some VET 
subjects also have additional costs. VET Hospitality students, for example, are 
required to purchase their own chef’s uniform. Details of uniform costs and levies 
will be in the booklist. For off campus VET offerings refer to the GoTAFE & TEC 
websites. Please discuss your VET options with the VET Co-ordinator, Mrs Kim 
McLeod. 
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VET Courses at Galen 
 
 
VET Building and Construction - Pre Apprenticeship - Cert II  
The VET Building & Construction program offers students prevocational training in 
the building and construction industry. The program is designed to give students the 
opportunity to gain experience across the building trade, students will learn all 
facets of this industry from the safe use of hand and power tools to being able to 
construct sub floor and wall framing. Students will also have the opportunity to 
obtain the Construction Induction Card. The course is delivered over 2 years and will 
provide the students with a partial completion of the certificate. A third year of study 
providing the full certificate could be offered in year 12 depending on student 
numbers. 
 
 

 
 
 
VET Engineering - Cert II 
Certificate II in Engineering Studies provides pre-employment training and pathways 
into apprenticeships and traineeships in the metals and engineering industries. It 
enables participants to gain a recognised credential and make a more informed 
choice about vocational and career paths. The course covers OHS in the work 
environment, use of hand and power tools, career planning for the engineering 
industry, machining processes and fabrication techniques. The students will 
complete a number of items eg. Water Jug & Tool Box in their first year. All VCE VET 
courses require the satisfactory completion of a number of Units of Competence in 
order to attain the Certificate. This course is delivered over two years with Units 3 
and 4 offering scored assessment. Students can undertake an external exam in 
second year and therefore obtain an ATAR score along with the Nationally accredited 
VET Certificate. 
 

 
 
 
VET Hairdressing - Salon Assistant - Cert II -partial completion 
If you want to be a hairdresser, this is where you start! This hands-on learning 
experience can provide you with a head start to a career in hairdressing, and the 
training that you undertake will count towards your training requirements as an 
apprentice. The course covers essential aspects of the hairdressing industry such as 
basin services, braiding, products and services, drying hair to shape as well as 
customer service, head neck and shoulder massage and working safely in a salon 
environment. Galen VET Hairdressing students study the course at Borinya, which 
offers a simulated salon workplace environment. 
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VET Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) - Cert II 
The Kitchen Operations program provides cookery skills and knowledge using a 
range of cookery methods. It exposes students to news ideas, ingredients and 
presentation methods. The course encompasses both theory and practical 
components delivered in the college’s own commercial kitchen. Food excursions 
and customer orientated cookery will provided many opportunities in this exciting 
industry. This course is delivered over two years with Units 3 and 4 offering scored 
assessment. Students can undertake an external exam in second year and therefore 
obtain an ATAR score along with the Nationally accredited and recognised VET 
Certificate. 
 
 

 
 
 
VET IT - Information, Digital Media and Technology - Cert III 
Can you play games, use social media, are you interested in building websites or 
building games? So why not learn how to make them while completing a national 
accredited VCE/VET course? Start the course in Year 10 and develop handy skills in 
Apps that you will use for the rest of your time at school and beyond. In your second 
year of study you will learn to master a programing language. VCE VET IDMT 
combines industry standard programming and technologies to develop games 
through coding. Working with c# and the .NET Framework you will develop custom 
‘shoot ‘em up’ games along with other game projects. As you develop core 
programming skills you will also cover key topics such as building a custom web 
server, system maintenance, security and OHS. This course is delivered over two 
years with Units 3 and 4 offering scored assessment. Students can undertake an 
external exam in second year and therefore obtain an ATAR score along with the 
Nationally accredited VET Certificate. 
 
 

 
 
 
VET Sport and Recreation - Cert III 
Competent completion of this course will give students their Cert III in Sport and 
Recreation. As part of this course students will experience hands on coaching at 
local primary schools, fitness activities, sports administration, work health safety, 
first aid, and will develop personal organisation skills to prepare them for work in the 
sport and recreation field. Students who complete this course will have a nationally 
recognized qualification, up to 20 hours of fieldwork experience and their Level 2 
First Aid certificate. Skills developed would prepare those looking at careers in the 
sports, recreation, coaching and sports administration areas. This course is 
delivered over two years with Units 3 and 4 offering scored assessment. Students 
can undertake an external exam in second year and therefore obtain an ATAR score 
along with the Nationally accredited VET Certificate. 
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VET Business - Cert II 
Certificate II in Business is a two year course which provides students with the 
knowledge and skills needed to undertake administrative roles in a business 
environment.The units covered provide an understanding of business fundamentals 
including communication in the workplace, business technology, customer service 
and the production of workplace documents.The course will enable students to 
meet the current and future industry requirements to work effectively within a 
business environment across a range of industry sectors. In the second year of 
study students gain further knowledge and practical applications in being money 
smart, workplace innovation, how to participate in environmentally sustainable work 
practices and provide service to customers. 
 
VET Music Industry (Performance) - Cert III 
This qualification is for those students who have an interest in music and are keen to 
develop skills as a musician with the aim to perform and compose music. Music 
Performance Specialisation provides students with the opportunity to apply a broad 
range of knowledge and skills in varied work contexts in the music industry. 
Depending on the electives chosen, students will work towards composing simple 
songs or musical pieces and preparing for performances, whilst developing 
improvisation skills, applying knowledge of genre to music making and performing 
music as part of a group or as a soloist. Students will gain competencies that will 
enhance their employment opportunities within the music industry and a recognised 
qualification that will assist them in making a more informed choice when 
considering vocational/career pathways. This course is delivered over two years with 
Units 3 and 4 offering scored assessment. Students can undertake an external exam 
in second year and therefore obtain an ATAR score along with the Nationally 
accredited VET Certificate. 
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2019 VET Program Summary 
 

COURSE  UNITS – 
over 2 
years 

EXAM  ATAR  COST  -  
Prices are 

indicative for 
2019 

 
Certificate II in Building 

and Construction 
Pre-apprenticeship 
Partial completion 

 
 

Units 1 - 4 
 
 

 
 

No 

Recognition of up to five units 
at Units 1 and 2 level and a 
Units 3 and 4 sequence. 
Increments for VCE VET 
programs will be calculated 
using 10% of the lowest study 
score of the primary four. 

 
 

$450.00 per year 

 
Certificate III in 

Information, Digital Media 
and Technology 

 

 
 

Units 1 - 4 

 
 

Yes 

Can be one of primary 4 
subjects contributing to the 
ATAR score 
Scored Assessment 

 
 

$160.00 per year 

 
Certificate II in 

Engineering Studies 

 
 

Units 1 - 4 

 
 

Yes 

Can be one of primary 4 
subjects contributing to the 
ATAR score 
Scored Assessment 

 
 

$450.00 per year 

 
Certificate II in Salon 

Assistant/Hairdressing 
Partial completion 

 

 
Units 1 -2 

only 

 
 

No 

 
Recognition of up to four units 
at Units 1 and 2 level 

 

 
 

$350.00 per year 

 
Certificate III in Sport and 

Recreation 

 
 

Units 1 - 4 

 
 

Yes  

Can be one of primary 4 
subjects contributing to the 
ATAR score 
Scored Assessment 

 
 

$160.00 per year 

 
Certificate II Business 

 
 

 
Units 1 - 2 

only 
 No  Recognition of up to four units 

of credit at Units 1 and 2 level. 
 

$160.00 per year 

 
Certificate II in Hospitality 

(Kitchen Operations) 
 

 
 

Units 1 - 4 

 
 

Yes 

Can be one of primary 4 
subjects contributing to the 
ATAR score 
Scored Assessment 

 
 

$350.00 per year 

 
Certificate III in Music 

Industry (Performance) 

 
 

Units 1 - 4 

 
 

Yes 

Can be one of primary 4 
subjects contributing to the 
ATAR score 
Scored Assessment 

 
 

$200.00 per year 
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Year 10 Subjects for 2019 
 
All Year 10 students need to complete subjects from these Learning Areas: 
• English 
• Maths 
• Health & Physical Education 
• Religious Education (one semester) 
• Science (one semester) 
• Humanities (one semester) 
 
Year 10 Electives  
Arts 
Media: Film 
Media: Journalism 
Drama 
Musical Theatre and Dance 
Studio Arts 
Art 
Studio Art Photography 
Studio Art 3D 
Music 
Just Vocals 
Visual Communication Design 
VCD: Interior/Architecture 
  
English 
English Literature 
  
Languages 
Indonesian 
Italian 
CLIL unit “Italian/Indonesian rebels, 
villains and innovators” 
  
Science 
Core Science 
Physics/Chemistry 
Biology/Psychology 
Applied Science 
 

  
Humanities 
Ancient History: Myth and Conquest in the 
Ancient World 
Modern History 
Legal Studies  
Geography 
Money and Power: A study of Economics 
& Global Politics 
  
Health and PE 
Outdoor Education Elective 
Sport Science Elective 
Health & Wellbeing Elective 
PE for Boys Elective 
PE for Girls Elective 
  
Religious Education 
Youth Ministry 
  
Technology 
Food Preparation and Technology 
Systems and Engineering 
Jewellery and Fine Metals 
Material and Technology – Wood 
Material and Technology- Textiles 
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Year 10 Advancement at Galen 
  
What is advancement?  
Allows students who have demonstrated a high level of achievement to complete 
studies intended for a higher Year Level. For example: Year 10 student completing a 
Unit 1/2 (Year 11) study. 
  
Students who have been consistently conscientious and who have achieved 
success in their Year 9 studies are encouraged to consider this opportunity. 
 
 
Purpose?  
Different students will apply for advancement for a variety of reasons. It is important 
to note that advancement does not always result in a better study score. Maturity 
and academic readiness means that improved outcomes usually occur for Year 11 
students in Unit 1/2 studies.  
 
 
Rules of advancement at Galen 
Selected VCE studies are open to early advancement except where: 

● The class is already full with students from its intended year level 
● The class will not fit with the student’s other core/compulsory subjects 
● Pre-requisites have not been met 
● The criteria below has not been met 

The advancement application must be approved by the parent/guardian, subject 
teacher or Domain Leader, the Homeroom Teacher and either the Year Level 
Learning Leader or Head of  School. 
  
Students undertaking an advancement subject are still required to complete a 
full program in year 11. 
  
 
Criteria for Advancement 
The student must: 

● Have achieved an At or Above Standard result in the subject area where 
advancement is being sought 

● Be able to explain the reason for undertaking the advancement 
● Have a recommendation from their Year 9 teacher in the subject area 

advancement is being sought and fromthe Year 9 Learning Leader. 
 
  
Those students advancing in a VCE Unit 1 and 2 study must attend the VCE 
Headstart Week in late November and make a commitment to complete any set 
holiday work to an acceptable standard.  
  
When the criteria has not been met, but extenuating circumstances exist, 
applications will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
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If you wish to undertake a Unit 1/2 subject in Year 10, you will need to complete the 
Year 10 Advancement Application Form: http://www.galen.vic.edu.au/schools/  and 
bring it with you to the Year 10 Interviews on August 2nd. The following is a sample: 
  
  

Sample 
Year 10 Advancement Application Form  

  

Student Details  

Student Name: 

Current Year Level: 

Homeroom:                                      H/R Teacher: 

  

Subject Details 

Early Advancement Subject: 

Explain reasons for requesting early advancement: 

Student Signature: 

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

Teacher Recommendations: (please circle)     Recommend     Not Recommended 

Teacher Comments: 

Teacher Signature:                                                        Date: 

H/R Recommendation: (please circle)     Recommend     Not Recommended 

H/R Optional Comments: 

H/R Teacher Signature:                                                 Date: 

Year 9 Learning Leader Recommendation: (please circle)      
  
Recommend     Not Recommended 
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Year 9 Learning Leader Optional Comments: 
 
 
 
 
YLL Signature:                                                 Date: 

  

  
Office Use Only                   

Approval Granted by Senior Team (please circle):        Yes          No        Date:   
If No, please give a brief explanation: 
 
 
 
 

Interview Required:       Yes          No 

Approval Granted by Advancement Panel:         Yes          No         Date: 
If No, give a brief explanation: 
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VCE Units 1 & 2 
  

● Accounting 
● Art 
● Biology 
● Business Management 
● Computing 
● English Language 
● Food Studies 
● Geography 
● Health & Human Development 
● Legal Studies 
● Languages 

- Indonesian 
- Italian 

● Media 
● Music Performance 
● Outdoor Ed 
● Physical Education 
● Product Design & Technology 
● Psychology 
● Religion & Society 
● Studio Arts 
● Texts & Traditions 
● Theatre Studies 
● Visual Communication Design 

 
 

VET  
 

● Certificate II in Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) 
● Certificate II in Engineering Studies 
● Certificate II in Pre- Apprenticeship in Building and Construction 
● Certificate II in Business 
● Certificate III in Information, Digital Media and Technology 
● Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 
● Certificate II in Salon Assistant/Hairdressing 
● Certificate III in Music Industry (Performance) 

 
 
Please note: Students interested in studying a Unit 1/2 or VET subject in 
Year 10 should download and read relevant course descriptions in the  
Senior Studies Guide. This can be downloaded from the Galen website:  
http://www.galen.vic.edu.au/schools 
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Where to get more information 
 
At Galen the Homeroom teachers, subject teachers and the Careers and Further 
Education Coordinator are able to help you and your son/daughter develop the 
knowledge and skills needed to make successful choices and manage the move into 
work or further education. There are many ways you can find out more about the 
jobs and careers that might interest you. 
 
• Look at Jobsearch: http://jobsearch.gov.au/joboutlook 
• Try My Future: http://www.myfuture.edu.au 
• Job Guide online: https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/careers-guide 
 
You could also look at The Career Key: www.careerkey.org and the Career Centre 
at: www.innovation.gov.au 
 
An introduction to apprenticeships and traineeships can be found at: 
www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au 
The Careers Office also has a collection of brochures and guides. All sorts of 
interesting information can be found there. 
The VCE Subject Summaries can be found on the Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (VCAA) website: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au  
Lots of other information about VCE and VET can be found there. 
 
Talk to subject teachers, other students and former students. Make time to talk with 
the Careers and Further Education Coordinator and other Senior School contacts 
listed on the following page. 
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Senior School contacts 
 

● Head of Senior School: Mr Anthony Batters Anthony.Batters@galen.vic.edu.au 

● Senior School Administrator: Mrs Kate Williams Kate.Williams@galen.vic.edu.au 

● Year 10 Learning Leader: Mrs Kylie Quin Kylie.Quin@galen.vic.edu.au 

● Year 11 Learning Leader: Ms Emma Hunter Emma.Hunter@galen.vic.edu.au 

● Year 12 Learning Leader: Mr Gary Watson Gary.Watson@galen.vic.edu.au 

● Senior School Pastoral Wellbeing Leaders  
Ms Ashlee Burke Ashlee.Burke@galen.vic.edu.au 

Mrs Liz Morrow Liz.Morrow@galen.vic.edu.au 

Mrs Julie Nolan Julie.Nolan@galen.vic.edu.au 

● VCAL Coordinator: Ms Kelly Smith Kelly.Smith@galen.vic.edu.au 

● VET Coordinator: Mrs Kim McLeod Kim.McLeod@galen.vic.edu.au 

● Careers and Further Education Coordinator: Mr Peter Girolami 

Peter.Girolami@galen.vic.edu.au 

 
 

Important dates 
 
There are several key dates in Galen’s subject selection timeline. 
 

● July 19th - Year 9 ‘Careers Focus’ sessions  
 

● July 26th – Year 10 (2019) Information Night (Web preferences open) 
 

● Aug 1st - Web preferences due.  
 

● Aug 2nd - Year 9 (going into Year 10) interviews: 
Students and parents will meet with a senior staff member to discuss 
pathways and options for Year 10 & 11.  The subject selections will be 
finalised at these interviews. 

 
Please complete and bring your Web Preferences receipt to 

recommitment interviews. 
 

● Term 4 - Headstart Program Week 8 & 9 (Nov 26th – Dec 7th). 
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Galen Catholic College

College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

Email: christianname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au

Galen Catholic College is strongly committed to the ideals 
of a Catholic education. Galen especially prides itself on the 
level of care and concern given to each student, including 
those with special needs. We endeavour to support young 
people who are well-equipped learners who have a sound 
value system on which to base their future lives.

Galen aims to: 
• Create a strong sense of Christian community, fostering 
 faith and personal development
• Cater for all students’ needs
• Take account of the requirements of parents, tertiary 
 bodies and employers in a changing society
• Guide students to the development of personal
 responsibility and self discipline
• Develop individual talents and education for leisure 
• Offer an educational program to extend each individual  
 student 
• Encourage a life-long approach to education.


