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Wrap Up
202 students across all year levels from 26  

feeder schools, have been warmly welcomed 
into our Galen community since the beginning 
of the school year.  

I sincerely thank all staff, in particular the 
Homeroom Mentors and House Leaders for 
helping to make the introduction to Galen as 
smooth as it can be for all our new students.

Last week saw a big week of after school 
events, enabling us to welcome families into 
our school.  The first of these was the successful 
House Family Night, seeing approximately 300 
parents, grandparents, students and siblings 
come along and meet staff, catch up with friends 
and meet some new families.  The BBQ and cold 
drinks were welcomed by all in attendance and 
I appreciate the effort of all involved to make 
the evening such a success.

The following evening in the Resource Centre, 
year 12 students excitedly received their year 12 
jumpers, proudly watched on by their parents.  
This is always an event eagerly anticipated by 
the students as it marks a significant period 
in their education.  As I mentioned in my 
principal’s address on the night, in years to 
come, this jumper will invoke many memories 
of the students’ time at Galen and the journey 
they were on, and continued to be on, after 
they completed their secondary education.  I 
wish the cohort all the best for a successful year.

The Awards Evening celebrating the 2022 
VCE academic achievements of our students 
was also well attended.  The LKC Bursary was 
awarded to Brodie Watson.  

Dates To Remember
*whole school event in red

Click on each logo to follow us and keep up 
to date with news and announcements!

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
As part of Galen’s Child Safe Policy, we keep active 
vigilance over student attendance. Please click here to 
find out more. (galen.vic.edu.au/child-safe/)

http://https://www.facebook.com/GalenCatholicCollege
http://https://www.instagram.com/galencatholiccollege/
https://www.galen.vic.edu.au/child-safe/
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This bursary has been made available by a 
grateful parent of former Galen students who 
wishes to remain anonymous.

The Bursary is awarded by a panel of Galen 
representatives chosen by the donor who 
are guided by a set of criteria established by 
the donor. There is no application process, 
as it is not something for which students or 
families apply.  Since its’ inception, through 
the generosity of the donor, $50,000 has been 
provided to students embarking on the next 
phase of their educational journey.  We, and 
the recipients, are truly grateful for the donor’s 
incredible generosity each year.

Just a reminder about the Swimming Carnival on 
Friday.  It is a compulsory school event at the 
Barr Reserve which includes lots of fun activities 
providing plenty of 
opportunities for 
students to contribute 
points for their House.

Happy Days

Catholic Identity 
~ Jim Samon

ASH WEDNESDAY

This Wednesday we acknowledge Ash Wednesday in 
House groups. This is a traditional prayer of the Catholic 
Church that marks the beginning of the season of Lent. 
It is open to all students and staff and is not exclusively 
for catholics. The ashes remind us of our mortality and 
encourage us to be more reflective and live more simply 
for the next 40 days. Students will participate in the 
liturgy in House groups.

SHROVE TUESDAY

Shrove Tuesday marks the day before Ash Wednesday and 
also is our launch of Project Compassion for Lent. The Vm 
classes made pancakes that were sold at recess.

OPENING MASS 1 MARCH

Bishop Shane MAckinlay will be presiding over the 
OPening Mass on Wednesday 1st March at 11:10 am. He will 
be joined by Fr Nathan, Monsignor Cris and Fr Shibu. This 
will be our first opportunity to celebrate a whole school 
Mass with parents, carers and special guests present. We 
will welcome new students and families, especially Year 
7s. It will be under the covered area and hopefully the 
weather will be kind to us. The theme for 2023 is “Created 
and Called-Living With Grace and Respect’.

OPENING MASS 2023
led by Bishop Shane Mackinlay 

Wednesday 1st of March at 11.10am
Galen Catholic College undercover area

Galen Catholic College

All Welcome

Callum wins the 
Library Competition
Galen Library celebrated Valentine’s Day last 
week with a competition called “Library Lovers”. 
To enter the competition, students were 
required to nominate a book title with the word 
love in the title and were given an additional 
entry if they could 
locate the book 
on the library 
shelf.

All entries were 
placed into the 
spinning wheel 
and Callum 
Dowdle- Bailey 
was the lucky 
winner of a 
$10 Booktique 
voucher. 
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Breakfast Club
When Cheryl Taylor saw an opportunity in 2019 
to start serving the students of Galen a free 
breakfast, she took the idea and ran with it. 

It began in the library with a couple of 
sandwich presses and some extension cords, 
it’s now much bigger and a tightly run operation 
(serving a total of 10,555 toasties in 2022!) out 
of GCC’s hospitality kitchen. 

Breakfast Club relies on volunteers of both 
staff and students. It is also part of the 
Community Services component of the Year 12 
Social Justice curriculum.

Students can get free toasted sandwiches, 
muesli bars and fruit from the Soul Food Cafe, 
every Wednesday 8am - 8.40am.

Founder Cheryl Taylor 
(above) oversees the 
kitchen.

Students such as Ada 
(top right) and Alice 
(left) - who has been 
volunteering since 
its inception - and 
the wonderful staff 
volunteers are crutial 
to the operation of the 
Breakfast Club.

Principal Darta Hovey 
(above right) hands out 
the sangas with Gerard 
Kelly.

Free every 
Wed 8am
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Art Gallery on Ovens hosted the exhibition 
‘Emerge’ which showcases the year 12 Studio 
Arts and Visual Communication Design final 
presentations. The exhibition went from 
Wednesday 8th until Monday 13th of February. 
The Studio art students assisted in the hanging 
and presentation of their work, which was very 
challenging but rewarding in the professional 
space. They really appreciated the opportunity 
and the chance to present the work to their family 
and the general public of the community. 

Congratulations to our wonderful students who 
have studied subjects within the Arts Learning 
Areas in 2022. Similarly to the last two years, Visual 
Arts and Technology studies have continued 
to be a healthy creative outlet during times of 
uncertainty, providing an opportunity for quiet 
reflection and growth. As graduates, having the 
ability to communicate through visuals and think 
creatively will be a valuable skill in their toolkit as 
they continue to grow and adapt to further study, 
work, and emerging professions and career paths 
in the future.

~ Millicent Quin, Janet Leith and Mal Webster

Successful 
exhibition

2022 Year 12 VCE Awards 
On Friday 10th February we welcomed back the outstanding performers from 2022’s Year 12 cohort. 

It was fantastic to see so many of them back and receive recognition for their achievements. 
Congratulations! Click here for the awards list and photos from the evening.

A wonderful evening had by 
the 2023 Year 12 cohort, their 
family and friends. Accepting 
a symbol of their final year 
at Galen, it was an exciting 
and emotional evening! A 
special mention to Emma 
Vickery whose jumper design 
was chosen for this year.  
Video here.

Held on Thursday 9th February

YEAR 12 JUMPER PRESENTATION

https://www.facebook.com/GalenCatholicCollege/videos/525440286362303
https://www.facebook.com/GalenCatholicCollege/videos/525440286362303
https://www.facebook.com/GalenCatholicCollege/videos/571267195054172
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The Year 12 Retreat is a three day program, the 
beautiful, peaceful setting of Howman’s Gap. 

The Retreat has been designed to provide an 
opportunity for the students to develop and 
consolidate their relationships with both their peers, 
teachers and our Catholic story. 

The program is a combination of personal, social 
and spiritual activities aimed at building a capacity 
to take an active and positive place in the word. The 

Retreat program forms an integral part of fulling the 
Graduate outcomes for all students at the College.           

This  Retreat will  be remembered for the great 
enthusiasm and involvement of the all those 
Students who attended.  

The Staff who attended the Retreat could not have 
spoken more highly enough of the Year 12’s positive 
attitudes, friendliness, co-operation, courtesy and 
willingness to enter completely into the spirit of the 
Retreat. 

This particular group is a credit to their families and 
the College. 

Thank you to everyone from the College for their 
dedication to the Retreat program.

~ Liz Morrow (Senior School Leader)

Year 12
RETREAT

The Year 12 students boarded the buses ready for 
Retreat early on Monday 13th Feb. It was quite 

a change for the students at the beginning of their 
third week of school for 2023. This cohort of students 
have not experienced a year level camp since Year 8 
and some since Year 7, so it was a new experience for 
many. Fortunately we were able to run the 12 Retreat 
following the landslip on the Falls Creek road near 
Bogong Village.  (cont. next page)
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We were able to accommodate the whole group at 
Howman’s Gap which was an achievement and meant 
hat they could all have the same experience and be with 
all of their friends and classmates. Despite the long drive, 
students and staff showed tremendous resilience and 
patience and a willingness to try new things.

It is an important time for our Year 12 students to have 
that time to retreat from normal life, spend time in 
reflection on who they are and what they are wanting to 
achieve in the coming year. There are opportunities on 
retreat that assist them to bond as a group and to make 
a fresh start in preparation for the year ahead as the 
seniors of the college. The parent letters are an integral 
part of retreat and I hope your child has the opportunity 
to respond to the sentiments in your letter.

A big thankyou to those who prepared and organised the 
retreat, the student leaders and the staff who attended at 
short notice. We will follow up on the experience in early 
Term 3 to revisit the retreat experience, student’s receive 
the letter they wrote to themself and have a chance to 
re-evaluate their goals. 

~ Jim Samon (Head of Catholic Identity)
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CELEBRATING
SHROVE TUESDAY
The Year 11 Vocational Major students (as a part of 
their personal development course) cooked up a 
feast for their fellow students and staff at recess. 
Whilst acknowledging and celebrating Shrove 
Tuesday, they raised money for Caritas for each 
pancake sold. 

Shrove Tuesday was followed by the acknowledgement of 
Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of the season 
of Lent. In House grouped liturgy, students and staff  were 
marked with ash to encourage them to be more reflective 
and live more simply for the next 40 days. 

Ash Wednesday This year Galen will once again be 
taking part in Project Compassion. 

It is a whole school initiative where 
we raise funds and lean about those 
in need, and how they donations 
we make help those less fortunate. 
Countless people will turn Lent into 
a demonstration of faith, love and 
generosity. You can be a part of this 
incredible community, who believe that 
there are simple actions we can all take 
to ensure our world is better "for all 
future generations". 

We will be having collection boxes in 
homerooms and around the school, any 
donations would be greatly appreciated. 
The Social Justice students will also be 
organizing other activities during this time. 

Wednesday 22nd February – Monday  
3rd April 
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immunehero.health.vic.gov.au

For further information click here :

YEAR 7 & 10 IMMUNISATION

Year 7 – HPV dose 1 & BTX – Thursday 23rd February
Year 7 – HPV dose 2 – Thursday 7th September
Year 10 - Meningococcal W – Thursday 22nd June

*Please return consent forms to the front office

Food, Glorious FoodFood, Glorious Food
SKIP THE CANTEEN QUEUE! 
Use the QKR App to order delicious snacks and 
lunches from the Galen canteen run by “Sue’s Soul 
Food”. Scan this QR code or search QKR in your 
App store. Click here for instructions on how to set 
up an account.

Click here to Click here to 
see the menu!see the menu!

http://immunehero.health.vic.gov.au
https://www.galen.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Sues-Soul-Foods-Menu-Term-1-1.pdf
https://www.galen.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Qkr-Set-Up-Instructions.pdf
https://www.galen.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Sues-Soul-Foods-Menu-Term-1-1.pdf
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MATHS HOMEWORK CLUB Hi Year 10-12 students,

After popular demand we will be running the Maths 
Homework club after school most Wednesdays. 
This is a great opportunity to get help with your 
maths homework or study. 
It is also a good chance to start a positive study 
routine. We can also use this time to reflect on test/
assignment results. The sessions start directly after 
school and finishes at 4.30pm.

• Year 10 students will meet in room 2.3 
• Year 11 students will be in room 2.4 
• Year 12 students will have the study center.

CHESS ANYONE?CHESS ANYONE?
The Resource Centre has been abuzz this 
week with the Bobby Fischers of Galen 
gathering to face off in friendly games of 
chess as a precursor to the tournament 
that will take place in Term 2. If anyone 
would like to join or wants more 
information, contact Cheryl Taylor in the Resource Centre 
or come in recess and lunch times this week!

Agricultural experience
Students from the VET Agriculture 2nd Years 
class worked with Gary Baxter from Wodonga 
Tafe to complete some practical application in 
relation to their Apply Chemicals unit last Friday. 

Students were required to use hand held and small 
powered application equipment relevant to the 
industry sector using safe and environmentally 
responsible work practices, making sure 
equipment is cleaned and decontaminated 
where necessary, secured and stored according 
to enterprise and OHS requirements. It was great 
to see the students learning about chemical 
application, nozzle selection and calibration, 
spraying a consistent line on the ground as you 
would if you were spraying under a fence line. 
Students finished off the session by recording 
a possible incident that might have happened 
while handling chemicals and also maintain a 
record of the spraying activity.



10

THIS WEEK!

To Melbourne 
for Art’s Sake
Students from year 12 art class went to Melbourne 
to view how artists make artworks and the 
different ways an artist can exhibit their work. 

There are three different gallery options, the 
commercial gallery; focused on selling artworks 
for peoples houses, the gallery works on financial 
motivation. The Government run gallery; money 
comes from taxes to pay for the space for the 
betterment of the art community and cultural 
focus. The final space is funded by the artists 
working in the space, it is independent and gives 
the artists a lot of freedom to do as they please 
and sell artworks on their own accord.

Declan says it was inspiring seeing how different 
artist works in different work environment and 
and how they interact with different mediums.

Sienna says it was engaging and interesting to 
see how galleries and artists worked behind the 
scenes.

Aaron says Having been able to understand 
the work that goes into providing artists with a 
platform to start their careers and see the artists 
in these environments.

Grace says It was incredible to see first hand 
where my passion for art could potentially take 
me in the future, and was lovely meeting such a 
creative and likeminded community. 
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pangerang.org.au
 

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government.

Bringing people together

TEAM VIC AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL TRY OUTS

Nominations close soon, any interested players 
wanting to challenge themselves make sure they sign 

up before the entries close early March.  

www.ssv.vic.edu.
au/team-vic/Pages/
Australian-Football.

aspx
or click here

PROTECT YOUR BIKE 
AGAINST THEFT.
Wangaratta Police would like to remind bicycle 
owners of an increase in the thefts of bikes in the 
Wangaratta area recently, especially high quality 
mountain bikes. 

Bikes are stolen from garages, back yards, front 
yards, porches, railway stations, parks, schools 
– basically anywhere. LOOK AFTER YOUR BIKE.    
Listed are some simple steps to protect your bike 
from being stolen.

•  Always lock up your bike and keep it out of sight 
in the garage or shed.

•  Don’t leave it unlocked outside shops. Lock it to 
bike racks or a fixed object.

•  Reduce temptation. Remove accessories 
from the bike such as lights, pumps and bike 
computers.

•  Always secure your bike by placing a chain 
through the front wheel and frame or if possible 
through both wheels and then around a fixed 
object.

•  Always use a quality hardened chain and padlock 
or a purpose built bike lock.

•  Always secure your bike when on holidays 
particularly when at caravan parks, camping 
locations or other holiday destinations.

•  Engrave your bike with your parent’s driver’s 
licence preceded by the letter “V” to enable 
police to return it to you if recovered.

•  Record a good description of your bike including 
Serial numbers, colour, size, brand, type etc and 
provide it to police if your bike is stolen.

Majority of bikes stolen were left unsecured at 
home in sight of pedestrian traffic or in public areas, 
shops and fast food outlets.

pangerang.org.au
 

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government.

Bringing people together

Family Movie Night

FREE

More info:

pangerang.org.au
 

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government.

Bringing people together

Glenrowan 
Fri 3rd March Wang West P.S 

Sun 12th March

pangerang.org.au
 

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government.

Bringing people together

Family Movie Night

FREE

More info:

Click on the Movie 
to find out more!

https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic/Pages/Australian-Football.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/events/727807565552897/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.facebook.com/events/498995175513224/?ref=newsfeed
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Clean Up  
Australia Day 
Monday 6th March 2023
5.30pm - 7.00pm

Come along to learn more about the wonderful native wildlife that live around our 
waterways and help clean up along the One Mile Creek. 

Snacks will be provided but please bring your own water bottle. Please wear sturdy 

footwear and to protect yourself against mosquitoes cover up with long loose-fitting 

clothing .

Mitchell Avenue reserve, Wangaratta

Meet at the grassy area near the pump track car park (corner Mitchell & Brash Av). 

FREE EVENT - Bookings essential

Online events.humanitix.com/clean-up-australia-day-event

wangaratta.vic.gov.au/March-Into Sustainability-2023

RCoW  5722 0888 or environment@wangaratta.vic.gov.au

wangaratta.vic.gov.au/enviroevents

Thursday 2nd March 2023 
5:30pm-7:30pm

Come down to Mullinmur Wetland to meet our local turtle species with a presentation and live display 

from Turtles Australia. Join in a walk and talk with local experts to discover all the great environment, 

culture and education activities that happen at Mullinmur wetland.

Snacks will be provided but please bring your own water bottle. Please wear sturdy footwear and to 

protect yourself against mosquitoes cover up with long loose-fitting clothing. 

Parking is available in the Borinya carpark 30 College Street Wangaratta.

Mullinmur Wetland 
Turtle Talk 

FREE EVENT - Bookings essential 
Online   https://events.humanitix.com/mullinmur-turtle  

RCoW environment team 03 5722 0888 or 

environment@wangaratta.vic.gov.au 

wangaratta.vic.gov.au/enviroevents

https://www.themandalaproject.com.au/menu#Leadership
https://www.themandalaproject.com.au/


 
WANGARATTA NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

 
11 to 17 years 

  

Commencing Saturday 29th April 2023 from 8.30am - 11.30pm for 14 rounds.   

 

Online Team registrations via Netball Connect close 4th April 2023.  

  

Further information on our website, wangarattanetball.com or Facebook page Click this ad for more info on our website

Photo courtesy of the Border Mail
Find out more at
lakehumecyclechallenge.com.au

Proudly Supporting

Proudly sponsored by:

Pick a ride that suits you:

80km /988m Bethanga Beast

65km /870m Sandy Creek Loop

40km Tallangatta Trail Tour

15km Kiewa River Family Ride

FREE post-ride sausage sizzle
and soft drink.

Sunday 12th March 2023

https://wangarattahockey.com.au/
https://www.wangarattanetball.com/junior-competition


Click for more info/to apply
Could $500 help with next
year's back to school costs?
Learn tips and tricks to grow your budget and

saving skills. Save for 10 months. Get up to
$500 of matched savings for school expenses.

Just in time for 2024.

*Many types of income and Centrelink payments are eligible 

Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card AND
an eligible Centrelink payment*

Be studying yourself OR have a child in school (can be starting
school next year)

Have regular income from work (either yourself or your partner)*

Be 18+ years old

Must meet all eligibility criteria: 

For more info, visit saverplus.org.au or call 1300 610 355.
To fill in an online enquiry form, CLICK HERE.

https://wangarattahockey.com.au/
https://hothousetheatre.cmail19.com/t/t-e-ftkkyud-yhhyhlyddd-u/
https://www.bsl.org.au/services/saving-and-managing-money/saver-plus/saver-plus-enquiry-form/
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