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Year   7  
 
Galen,   a   place   of   opportunity  
 
Galen   Catholic   College   offers   a   comprehensive,   holistic   Catholic   Christian   education  
for   your   child,   where   the   Gospel   values   are   lived   out.  
 
A   common   concern   for   parents   and   students   entering   Year   7   from   primary   school   is  
the   question   of   transition.   At   Galen,   we   do   this   very   well.   Our   school   community   is  
divided   into   2   schools:   the   Junior   School   (Years   7,8   &   9)   and   the   Senior   School  
(Years   10,   11   &   12).   Through   this   structure,   we   cater   extensively   for   Year   7   students  
entering   Galen.   Although   Galen   has   a   school   population   of   1170   students,   our  
school   structure   ensures   that   we   still   have   a   personal   approach   to   learning   and  
wellbeing.   
 
Each   year   level   at   Galen   has   a   dedicated   team   of   Learning   Leaders   and   Pastoral  
Wellbeing   Leaders   who   work   closely   with   homeroom   and   classroom   teachers   to  
ensure   that   your   child’s   education   at   Galen   is   positive,   enriching   and   one   of   personal  
growth.  
 
Our   homeroom   system   encourages   creativity,   self-esteem   and   we   endeavour   to  
provide   opportunities   for   all   students.   At   Galen,   we   promote   student   development  
across   many   areas,   from   the   Arts   through   to   Sport,   Music,   Drama,   Languages,  
Technology   and   extensive   extra-curricular   opportunities.   We   encourage   students   to  
participate   widely   and   to   “have   a   go”.   
 
We   believe   that   if   our   students   are   happy   and   content,   learning   will   naturally   take  
place.   While   our   facilities   are   state   of   the   art,   they   serve   only   one   purpose,   to   allow  
for   great   learning   and   teaching   opportunities.   We   invite   you   to   come   and   see!  
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The   enrolment   process  
 
Our   Information   Night   for   2021   Year   7   will   be   held   on   Wednesday   4th   March   2020   at  
7pm.   Interested   families   are   invited   to   book   a   tour   of   the   school.   Tours   are   available  
at   9.15am   and   1.50pm   on   March   5th,   6th,   10th,   11th   and   12th.   There   will   also   be  
additional   evening   tours   on   March   10th,   11th   and   12th   at   5.00pm.    These   tours   give  
you   an   opportunity   to   see   Galen   on   a   normal   school   day,   ask   questions   and   view  
first   hand   our   wonderful   facilities.   Formal   enrolment   application   forms   must   be  
completed   and   forwarded   with   a   copy   of   your   child’s   birth   certificate,   immunisation  
certificate   and   most   recent   school   report   to   the   main   office    by   13th   March.   These  
forms   are   available   from   Galen’s   main   office,   at   the   Information   Evening   and   from   the  
Galen   website.  
 
During   Term   1-2   all   families   who   have   submitted   an   enrolment   application   will   be  
interviewed.    You   will   be   required   to   bring    any   information   you   consider   would   benefit  
your   child’s   enrolment   application.   By   mid   Term   2,   all   successful   applicants   will   be  
notified   by   mail.   Priority   with   regard   to   enrolments   is   given   to   students   who   are   of  
the   Catholic   faith,   who   have   a   brother   or   sister   already   attending   Galen   Catholic  
College   or   who   are   currently   enrolled   at   a   Catholic   Primary   School.   In   recent   years  
approximately   80%   of   Galen’s   Year   7   intake   has   consisted   of   students   in   these  
categories.   The   remaining   positions   are   allocated   as   a   result   of   the   interviews   and  
primary   school   reports.  
 
 

 

 

Orientation   and   Transition   Days  
 
As   part   of   the   transition   program   all   of   the   grade   six   students   complete   a   series   of  
literacy   and   numeracy   tests.   The   tests   take   place   at   Galen   Catholic   College,   with   a  
date   to   be   advised.   The   testing   assists   us   in   ensuring   an   academic   balance   across  
the   homerooms.   This   information   is   available   to   class   teachers   and   allows   groups   of  
teachers   to   begin   planning   for   their   classes   before   the   commencement   of   the   school  
year.  
 
The   students   are   invited   to   the   school   to   participate   in   a   transition   day   held   during  
Term   4.   This   assists   the   students   in   becoming   familiar   with   the   school   grounds   and  
some   of   the   routines   they   will   experience   the   following   year.   Extra   transition   days   are  
available   for   students   who   may   need   some   extra   time   to   familiarise   themselves   with  
the   school.  
 
In   early   December   all   new   Year   7s   will   attend   an   Orientation   Day.   This   is   an   excellent  
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opportunity   for   students   to   meet   their   homeroom   teacher   for   2021   and   to   get   to  
know   their   new   classmates.   Once   the   students   have   had   a   chance   to   settle   into   their  
new   school,   parents   of   Year   7   students   are   invited   to   attend   an   Open   Afternoon,   to  
meet   Homeroom   teachers   and   other   Junior   School   Staff.   At   Galen   we   have   well  
established   and   very   successful   procedures   in   place   to   ensure   that   your   child’s  
transition   from   primary   to   secondary   school   is   as   seamless   as   possible.   
 

 

 

Wellbeing  
 
There   may   be   times   when   you   and   your   family   have   an   issue   that   is   impacting   on  
your   schooling   which   needs   sensitive   and   confidential   attention.   It   might   be   a   health,  
family   or   personal   problem.   Either   way,   at   Galen   College   we   have   a   caring   Wellbeing  
team   who   can   provide   you   with   professional   support.   This   can   be   an   alternative   to  
the   Homeroom   teacher,   Learning   Leader,   Pastoral   Wellbeing   Leader   or   Head   of  
School   (who   would   generally   be   the   people   you   first   approach   about   school  
concerns).   
 
The   Wellbeing   Team   currently   consists   of   five   approachable   staff   with   a   range   of  
skills   and   backgrounds:  

● Patrick   Arcuri   -   (Deputy   Principal   -   Staff   &   Students)   
● Kate   Meehan   -   (Counsellor)   Full   time  
● Lisa   Power   -   (Counsellor)   Monday,   Tuesday   and   Friday  
● Therese   Rodway   (Counsellor)   Wednesday   and   Thursday  
● Jennifer   O’Neil   (Counsellor)   Tuesday   and   Wednesday  
● Luke   Ahrens   -   (Educational   Psychologist)   Monday   and   Thursday  
● Cocoa   (Therapy   Dog)   Wednesdays   

  
Exploring   an   issue   with   one   of   the   wellbeing   team   might   help   you   to   find   the   right  
solution   to   your   situation.   We   can   confidentially   chat   in   the   privacy   of   our   welcoming  
Wellbeing   Rooms.   We   can   support   you   in   a   variety   of   ways.   We   can   also   arrange   an  
appointment   with   other   community   services   that   specialise   in   your   particular   area   of  
concern.   Please   remember,   we   welcome   you   and   your   family   to   our   school.   We   care  
about   you   and   there   is   always   someone   here   at   Galen   to   provide   you   with   wellbeing  
support.  
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A   Christian   tradition  
 
Galen   Catholic   College,   through   its   foundation   schools,   St   Joseph’s   and  
Champagnat   Colleges,   has   been   providing   a   fine   education   for   the   people   of  
Wangaratta   and   district   for   the   past   one   hundred   years.   This   has   been   achieved   in  
large   part   by   the   support   and   efforts   of   the   Catholic   communities   of   the   district,  
together   with   the   Religious   and   lay   staff.   Galen   College   was   established   in   1975   as   a  
result   of   a   general   re-organisation   of   Catholic   secondary   education   in   Wangaratta  
and   district.   It   was   founded   to   serve   as   a   regional   co‑educational   Year   11   &   12  
College   and   was   located   on   the   Marist   Brothers’   property   adjoining   Champagnat  
College.   Galen   College   was   named   after   Fr   George   Devitt   Galen,   native   of   Donegal,  
Ireland,   and   the   first   parish   priest   in   Wangaratta.   He   was   responsible   for   the   building  
of   St   Patrick’s   Church.   He   died   in   November,   1896,   aged   32   years.   In   April   1982   the  
Marist   Brothers   announced   that   they   would   be   withdrawing   from   Wangaratta   at   the  
end   of   that   year.   It   was   then   decided   to   amalgamate   the   three   Catholic   secondary  
schools   -   Galen,   Champagnat   College   (Marist   Boys   Years   7‑10)   and   St   Joseph’s  
College   (Brigidine   Girls   Years   7‑10)   from   February   1983   to   form   a   co‑educational  
Year   7‑12   College,   named   Galen   Catholic   College.   From   1983   until   December   1989  
the   College   operated   on   two   sites,   with   Years   7   and   8   located   at   the   Ryley   Street  
Brigidine   Convent   site   and   Years   9   to   12   at   the   College   Street   site.   In   February   1990  
all   Year   7‑12   classes   were   consolidated   at   College   Street.   The   Galen   community  
remains   committed   to   maintaining   an   awareness   of   its   historical   roots,   and,   in  
particular,   retaining   the   charisms   of   the   Marist   Brothers   and   Brigidine   Sisters.   
We   celebrate   Founders’   Day   every   August   to   remind   us   of   our   educational   heritage.  
 
 

 

 

Religious   Education  
 
Our   Year   7   Religious   Education   course   is   taken   from   Level   5   of   the   Sandhurst  
Diocese   Source   of   Life   curriculum.   Religious   Education   at   Galen   aims   to   integrate  
faith,   life   and   culture.   It   is   designed   to   lead   the   students   towards   an   awareness   and  
understanding   of   themselves,   as   well   as   their   relationship   with   God   as   loving   Father,  
with   Jesus   as   His   Son,   with   the   Holy   Spirit   and   with   the   Church.   Students   study   the  
liturgical   year,   with   a   focus   on   Lent   and   Easter.   They   study   Jesus,   the   Sacraments  
and   key   people   of   the   Old   Testament.   Our   aim   is   that   students   will   become   more  
aware   of   the   presence   of   Christ   in   their   everyday   lives.   
It   is   hoped   that   our   Year   7   students   will   develop   an   appreciation   of   the   world   of  
God’s   creation,   an   awareness   of   the   needs   of   other   people,   and   an   “openness”   to  
life   in   general.   Students   also   have   the   opportunity   to   participate   in   prayer,   class  
liturgies,   a   retreat   and   masses.  
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Co-curricular   activities  
 
All   students   have   special   gifts   and   talents   and   are   encouraged   to   flourish   in   all   parts  
of   the   curriculum.   There   is   a   wide   range   of   activities   on   offer   for   students.   
 
The   Social   Justice   Group   tackles   important   issues   such   as   reconciliation,  
sustainability,   world   peace   and   poverty.   The   group   participates   in   campaigns   like  
‘Make   Poverty   History’.   During   Lent   we   have   a   focus   on   fundraising   to   raise   money  
for   Project   Compassion.   The   event   is   designed   to   raise   money,   increase   awareness  
of   poverty   in   developing   countries   and   develop   a   sense   of   solidarity   with   the   poor   in  
places   like   India   and   Africa,   where   life   is   not   so   easy.   Students   may   also   participate  
in   the   Winter   Sleepout   which   helps   to   raise   awareness   of   the   plight   of   the   homeless  
in   our   society   and   become   a   trained   Iloura   volunteer   to   assist   the   elderly   residents.  
 
There   are   also   Galen’s   wonderful   Stage   Productions   (both   the   Junior   Production   and  
the   Whole   School   Production)   where   actors,   musicians,   dancers   and   backstage  
crew   all   participate.   Students   also   have   the   opportunity   to   be   involved   in   the   Junior  
School   Band.  
 
 

 

 

Learning   Support   Team  
 
The   Galen   Learning   Support   Team   assists   in   supporting   students   with   Learning  
Challenges   and/or   Disabilities   within   the   mainstream   classroom.   Working   closely  
with   the   classroom   teachers,   the   Learning   Support   Team   members   assist   in  
developing   modified   work   programs   and   assessment   tasks   in   order   for   students   to  
experience   academic   success.   Support   staff   are   also   allocated   to   classes   to   assist  
the   students   and   teacher   as   required.   The   Learning   Support   Team   is   a   dedicated,  
caring   and   highly   professional   group   of   people   that   are   creating   a   range   of  
opportunities   for   students   with   diverse   learning   needs   to   achieve   success   within   the  
mainstream   classroom.   
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Student   Leaders  
 
One   of   the   benefits   of   our   mini-school   system   is   that   our   junior   students   can   take   on  
leadership   roles   in   the   early   years   of   secondary   schooling.   Through   their   involvement  
as   student   leaders,   students   gain   a   better   understanding   of   formal   meeting  
procedures   and   develop   their   public   speaking   and   organizational   skills.   Learning   to  
work   effectively   in   a   team   environment   is   also   viewed   as   being   an   important   part   of  
the   Student   Leaders   role.   The   Junior   School   Student   Leaders   represent   the   Year   7s,  
8s   and   9s   at   Junior   School   meetings.  
 
   
Homeroom  
 
In   Year   7   the   Homeroom   group   stays   together   for   every   subject   throughout   the   year,  
allowing   strong   relationships   to   develop   between   students   and   their   Homeroom  
teacher.   In   order   to   foster   these   relationships,   the   Homeroom   teacher   usually  
teaches   this   group   for   one   or   more   subjects.   
 
Inter-house   competitions   are   held   throughout   the   year   to   help   students   become  
involved,   to   build   relationships   across   the   year   level   and   to   have   fun.   The  
competition   covers   a   range   of   activities   including:   chess,   volleyball,   trivia,   downball.  
The   competitions   are   something   that   everyone   should   look   forward   to.   
 
Welfare   is   a   strong   component   of   the   Homeroom   group   and   the   homeroom   teacher  
is   the   first   contact   point   for   any   Wellbeing   concerns.  
 
 

 
 
 

Parent   Involvement  
 
Parent   involvement   is   warmly   encouraged   and   welcomed   through   opportunities  
such   as:  

● Galen   Catholic   College   Board.    The   Board   ensures   processes   for   the  
development   of   the   vision   and   strategic   direction   of   the   college   through  
policy   development   and   review,   development   and   monitoring   of   the   School  
Improvement   Plan   and   Annual   Action   Plan   and   oversight   and   ratification   of  
the   development   of   the   annual   budget.   For   more   information   on   becoming   a  
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Board   Member,   please   contact   the   office   Phone:   5721   6322   or   Email:  
admin-enquiry@galen.vic.edu.au    

● The   Parents’   Association,   which   has   the   special   responsibility   for   the  
management   of   the   school   uniform   and   the   Uniform   Shop,   fund-raising  
activities   and   social   functions.   

● Planning   and   organisational   assistance   with   the   VCE   Graduation   Dinner,  
Debutante   Balls   and   social   events.   

● Friends   of   Music   support   group   which   is   a   volunteer   group   of   parents   who  
have   children   in   the   band   program.   Their   main   aim   is   to   help   out   at   music  
concerts   and   to   organise   and   support   various   fundraising   activities.   

All   parents   are   welcome   to   share   their   talents,   attend   masses   and   concerts   as   well  
as   events   such   as   swimming   carnivals,   athletics   days   and   other   celebrations.  
Parental   involvement   at   home   is   also   crucial   for   a   child’s   wellbeing   and   educational  
performance.   Simple   things,   like   making   sure   your   child   has   a   lunch   to   take   to  
school   and   is   wearing   correct   uniform,   are   important   and   appreciated.   Helping   with  
homework,   research,   study   timetables   and   so   on   is   also   appreciated.  

 
 

Communication  
 
Communication   with   parents   is   important   and   provided   for   through:  

● Reflections    newsletter,   to   inform   parents   about   College   activities   and   student  
achievements;   

● The   College   website:    www.galen.vic.edu.au  
● The   annual   school   yearbook;  
● informal   meetings   with   staff   at   “Getting   to   Know   You”   sessions,   including   the  

Year   7   Open   Afternoon   in   Term   1;  
● Fundraising   and   social   occasions;   
● Parent/Teacher   interviews;  
● Parent   Access   Module   (PAM)   reports;   
● telephone   and   email   contact;  
● private   discussions   upon   request   of   parents,   Homeroom,   or   specific   subject  

teachers   as   needed;   
● Information   Nights   explaining   curriculum   matters,   elective   subjects   and  

course   selection;  
● Student   Achievement   Folders  

 
 

 

9  
Year   7   2021   Information   Guide  
 

http://www.galen.vic.edu.au/


Parent   Teacher   Meetings   &   Reports  
 
School   reports   and   student   assessment   are   provided   for   both   students   and   their  
parents.   Classroom   tests,   assignments,   work   in   class   and   at   home,   written   and   oral  
work,   examinations   (which   begin   in   Year   Ten)   and   participation   in   class   are   all  
included   as   assessments   during   the   year.   Assessment   is   not   just   viewed   as   the   end  
of   the   learning   process;   rather,   it   is   an   integral   part   of   the   learning   process.   
Progressive   reports   are   issued   on   the   Parent   Access   Module   (PAM)   throughout   the  
semester.   A   summary   report   of   grades   is   available   at   the   end   of   each   semester.  
The   subject   teacher   considers   the   student’s   performance   in   a   number   of   areas.   Has  
the   student   met   the   specific   course   requirements?    How   well   has   the   student  
achieved   in   assessment   tasks?   What   has   the   student’s   attitude   and   behaviour   been  
like?   Has   the   student   been   punctual   and   organised?   Has   she   or   he   been   a  
co-operative   member   of   the   class?   A   homeroom   report   which   includes   discussion  
about   a   student’s   overall   personal   and   social   development,   involvement   in   and  
contribution   to   College   life,   conduct   and   an   account   of   Homeroom   absences   is   also  
completed   by   the   Homeroom   teacher.   Parent   teacher   interviews   are   one   way   that  
parents,   teachers   and   students   can   work   together   as   a   team.   Teamwork   is   needed  
so   that   students   can   achieve   their   best   at   school   (and   in   life   in   general).   These  
interviews   are   held   at   the   end   of   Term   1   and   Term   3.   Besides   the   set   times   for   these  
interviews,   parents   are   always   welcome   to   make   an   appointment   at   any   stage   with  
staff   regarding   their   child’s   academic   progress,   social   development,   health,  
behaviour   and   so   on.   We   encourage   parental   contact.   Interim   reports   are   accessible  
near   the   end   of   Terms   1   and   3   to   assist   in   the   interview   process.  
 

 

  
Laptop   program  
 
Galen’s   1:1   Laptop   Program   entitles   each   student   to   receive   a   laptop   computer   on   a  
long-term   loan   from   the   school.   Students   are   able   to   access   the   laptop   both   at  
home   and   school.   They   take   responsibility   for   their   laptop,   bringing   it   to   and   from  
school   every   day.   In   this   digital   age,   the   laptops   are   a   powerful   classroom   tool,   one  
which   creates   education   options   for   both   teachers   and   students.   The   1:1   Program   is  
part   of   Galen’s   broader   commitment   to   delivering   relevant   and   engaging   curriculum  
that   is   flexible   in   delivery   and   allows   for   maximum   student   engagement.   The  
program   aims   to   not   only   develop   proficiency   in   information   technology,   but   to   grow  
the   students’   skills   in   adapting   to   ever   changing   workplace   and   social   environments  
as   well   as   keeping   up-to-date   with   emerging   technologies.   Students   are   required   to  
attend   an   information   evening   with   their   parent   or   guardian   before   they   are   entitled  
to   receive   a   laptop.   

10  
Year   7   2021   Information   Guide  
 



Integrated   Studies  
 
2021   continues   the   implementation   of   Galen’s   new   Junior   School   Learning   and  
Teaching   Framework   at   Year   7.   The   major   difference   for   Year   7   students   in   2020   will  
be   the   continuous   study   of   a   core   group   of   subjects   including:   Religious   Education,  
English,   Mathematics,   Humanities,   Physical   Education/Health   and   Science  
throughout   the   four   terms.   Alongside   these   core   studies   students   will   also   study  
Arts,   Languages,   Technology   and   Information   Technology.   Another   significant  
difference   for   Year   7   students   in   2019   is   an   additional   Integrated   Studies   component  
of   the   curriculum.   This   component   will   continue   the   important   elements   of   integrated  
learning   previously   offered   in   our   SENIT   program,   but   on   a   broader   scale.   A   series   of  
units   of   work   have   been   devised   to   allow   students   to   apply   the   learnings   taken   from  
their   core   studies   and   extending   these   into   meaningful   integrated   studies.   The  
integrated   nature   of   the   units   attempts   to   allow   students   to   see   the   interrelationship  
between   subjects   that   have   previously   been   studied   discreetly,   in   the   hope   that  
students   can   make   the   important   connections   that   will   add   meaning   and   further  
understanding   of   the   purpose   of   their   core   studies.  
 

 

Galen   Resource   Centre  
 
Galen’s   contemporary   Resource   Centre   is   a   central   hub   at   the   College,   providing  
library   facilities   and   ICT   support.   Dedicated   staff   ensure   a   stimulating   learning  
environment   which   is   essential   to   enrich   and   support   the   learning   needs   of   our  
students.   The   Resource   Centre   fosters   lifelong   learning,   authentic   research   skills   and  
an   enjoyment   of   reading   with   designated   areas   for   both   study   and   leisure.   The  
Library   provides   print   and   electronic   information   resources   to   support   all   areas   of   the  
curriculum.   A   broad   range   of   learners   are   supported   through    an   extensive   range   of  
fiction   and   non-fiction   books,   picture   story   books   and   audio   books .   These   are  
complemented   by   current   journal,   newspaper   and   magazine   databases,   a   Clickview  
video   catalogue,   student   iPads   and   audio-visual   equipment.    The   Resource   Centre  
also   hosts   a   number   of   visiting   authors   during   the   year   to   support   the   study   of   texts  
in   the   English   Learning   Area.     Students   receive   introductions   to    the   online   library  
catalogue,   encyclopedias   and   electronic   databases    to   assist   their   studies   and   allow  
them   to   build   a   love   for   learning   and   achievement   at   Galen.  
The   Resource   Centre   is   open   from   8.00am-4.30pm   Monday   to   Thursday,   and  
8.00am-4.00   PM   on   Fridays.   The   centre   is   also   available   for   students   to   use   at  
recess   and   lunchtime   each   day.  
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Year   7   subjects  
 

English  
 
Students   engage   with   a   variety   of   texts   for   enjoyment.   They   listen   to,   read,   view,  
interpret,   evaluate   and   perform   a   range   of   spoken,   written   and   multimodal   texts   in  
which   the   primary   purpose   is   aesthetic,   as   well   as   texts   designed   to   inform   and  
persuade.   These   include   various   types   of   media   texts   including   newspapers,  
magazines   and   digital   texts,   early   adolescent   novels,   non-fiction   and   poetry.  
Students   develop   their   understanding   of   how   texts,   including   media   texts,   are  
influenced   by   context,   purpose   and   audience.  

Literary   texts   that   support   and   extend   students   in   Year   7   as   independent   readers   are  
drawn   from   a   range   of   genres.   These   texts   explore   themes   of   interpersonal  
relationships   and   ethical   dilemmas   within   real-world   and   fictional   settings   and  
represent   a   variety   of   perspectives.   Informative   texts   present   technical   and   content  
information   from   various   sources   about   specialised   topics.   Text   structures   are   more  
complex   including   chapters,   headings   and   subheadings,   tables   of   contents,   indexes  
and   glossaries.   

Students   create   a   range   of   imaginative,   informative   and   persuasive   types   of   texts,  
for   example   narratives,   procedures,   performances,   reports   and   discussions,   and   are  
beginning   to   create   literary   analyses   and   transformations   of   texts.  

 

 

Humanities  
The   Humanities   aims   to   prepare   students   to   critical   think,   be   active   members   of  
society   and   to   understand   the   world   around   them.   Year   7   Humanities   focuses   on   the  
subject   areas   of   History,   Geography,   Civics   and   Citizenship   and   Economics   and  
Business.   Throughout   the   year,   students   will   be   exposed   to   various   topics   within  
these   areas   with   a   focus   on   skill   development.   Areas   of   study   include   the   practices  
of   ancient   societies   such   as   Egypt   and   India,   the   role   of   water   in   global   conflict,  
preservation   and   archaeology   and   the   skills   required   to   set   up   a   business.   
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Languages  
 
In   Year   7,   all   students   study   Indonesian   for   a   semester   and   Italian   for   a   semester,   so  
that   they   can   make   informed   choices   about   the   Language   they   wish   to   pursue   in  
Year   8.   Our   students   in   Year   8   study   Italian   or   Indonesian   for   the   whole   year.  
Indonesian   and   Italian   are   elective   subjects   at   Year   9.  
  
In   Year   7   Italian   and   Indonesian,   students   gain   an   insight   into   general   cultural  
aspects   of   Indonesia   and   Italy,   which   has   the   benefit   of   allowing   students   to   become  
more   culturally   aware,   confident   and   at   ease   with   people   from   a   wide   range   of  
backgrounds.  
Students   also   develop   their   reading   and   listening   skills   through   the   study   of  
greetings,   numbers,   days,   dates,   telling   the   time   and   general   conversation   skills.   At  
Year   7,   students   begin   learning   about   grammar   rules.   Importantly,   this   also   benefits  
students’   language   skills   broadly   as   they   learn   to   use   English   language   more  
correctly   and   efficiently.   In   the   long   run,   studying   a   language   at   secondary   school  
can   open   up   career   opportunities   both   in   Australia   and   abroad.  
  
In   2020   all   Year   7   students   will   have   the   opportunity   to   study   an   Integrated   Studies  
History   Unit   (The   Roman   Empire)   completely   in   Italian.   It   is   hoped   that   this   program  
will   also   be   introduced   for   Indonesian   in   2021.  
 

 
 

Maths  
 
Year   7   Mathematics   is   based   upon   the   Victorian   Curriculum   and   a   variety   of  
resources   are   used   to   support   student   learning.   The   Math   Pathways    online   program  
has   replaced   the   need   for   a   textbook.   This   resource   ensures   that   work   is  
differentiated   for   each   student   providing   the   right   balance   of   challenge   and   success.  
Students   will   participate   in   Problem   Solving   and   Project   based   activities   as   well   as  
direct   instruction   sessions   on   a   weekly   basis.   Students   are   encouraged   to   complete  
Pathways   modules   and   applied   tasks   at   home,   and   to   independently   revise  
concepts   and   basic   skills   regularly.   The   Year   7   Maths   course   includes   strands   in  
Number   and   Algebra,   Geometry   and   Measurement,   and   Statistics   and   Probability.  
Maths   is   a   year-long,   compulsory   core   subject   until   VCE.  
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Science  
 
In   Science,   Year   7s   do   both   practical   and   theory   work.   Students   record   the   results   of  
their   experiments   in   their   workbooks,   they   write   a   hypothesis,   observations,   results  
and   a   conclusion.   The   experiments   build   teamwork   and   problem   solving   skills.   The  
Year   7   Science   curriculum   also   includes   classification,   forces   &   simple   machines,  
natural   resources,   mixtures   and   the   solar   system.  
 

 
 

Health   Education  
 
Students   explore   the   concepts   of   physical,   social,   mental,   emotional   well   being   
and   evaluate   the   benefits   of   relationships   on   wellbeing   and   respecting   diversity.  
They   analyse   factors   that   influence   emotional   responses.   They   gather   health  
information   and   investigate   strategies   that   enhance   their   own   and   others’   health,  
safety   and   wellbeing.   Students   are   taught   that   there   are   many   avenues   of   support  
available,   within   the   school   and   our   local   community   if   they   need   it.   Students  
explore   a   number   of   topics:   including   Sun-Smart   behaviours,   Relationships,  
Changes   during   Puberty,   Bullying,   importance   of   Healthy   Bodies   (Nutrition,   sleep  
and   exercise)   and   Drugs.   
 

 

Physical   Education  
In   Physical   Education   students   learn   the   rules   of   sports,   as   well   as   techniques   and  
skills   to   help   them   play   them.   Students   work   in   a   supportive   environment,  
encouraging   fit   and   healthy   lifestyles   and   establishing   new   friendships   through   sport.  
Students   demonstrate   control   and   accuracy   when   performing   specialised   movement  
skills.   They   apply   and   refine   movement   concepts   and   strategies   to   suit   different  
movement   situations.   They   apply   the   elements   of   movement   to   compose   and  
perform   movement   sequences.   The   sports   that   are   included:   Swimming,   Athletics,  
Fundamental   Motor   Skills,   Football,   Netball,   Basketball,   Volleyball,   Dance   and   Table  
tennis,   softball,   racquetball.  
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Sport  
 
The   major   events   on   the   Galen   sporting   calendar   are   the   House   Swimming   and  
Athletics   carnivals.   Students   are   encouraged   to   participate   in   these;   they’re   fun   and  
your   house   is   awarded   points   for   your   efforts.   Age   champions   are   selected   and   the  
best   swimmers   and   athletes   get   to   compete   in   Galen   “Superswims”   and   Galen  
“Gifts”.   At   Galen,   we   have   an   extra-curricular   sport   program   that   runs   in   association  
with   School   Sport   Victoria.    It   covers   a   variety   of   sports   including   football,   netball,  
soccer,   cricket,   basketball,   athletics,   and   swimming   just   to   name   a   few.   Students   go  
through   the   process   of   signing   up,   participating   in   trials   and   are   selected   for   the  
competition.   There   are   four   divisions   of   competition   from   local   level   to   State  
championships.   Staff   nominate   themselves   to   coach   teams,   or   to   help   out   with  
specific   jobs   in   association   with   the   Sports   Coordinator.   
 

 

 
Art  
 
Throughout   Year   7   Art,   students   are   given   the   opportunity   to   create   both   2D   and   3D  
artworks.   Students   explore   the   art   elements,   and   apply   their   theoretical   knowledge  
to   their   practical   works.   Students   explore   colour   theories   and   painting   techniques   as  
they   study   Modernism   and   develop   skills   in   ceramic   processes.   They   will   be  
encouraged   to   consider   a   range   of   sources   of   inspiration   and   maintain   a   visual   folio  
throughout   the   term   to   plan   and   evaluate   their   own   and   others   artworks.  
 
 

 
 
 

Visual   Communication   Design  
 
In   Year   7   Visual   Communication   Design   (VCD),   students   explore   the   design   process  
to   produce   imagery   and   typography,   and   combine   them   together   to   develop   visual  
messages   in   their   presentations.   Students   apply   design   elements   and   principles,  
practice   using   a   range   of   media   and   drawing   methods   including   freehand   and  
technical   drawing   to   produce   2D   and   3D   illustrations.   Students   use   design   thinking  
skills   to   solve   design   problems.  
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Food   Technology  
Food   Technology   is   a   subject   that   gives   students   hands-on   experience   in   the  
wonderful   world   of   cooking.   In   Food   Technology   students   learn   about   safety   and  
hygiene   rules   as   well   as   how   to   cut   and   prepare   foods   correctly   and   what   different  
pieces   of   equipment   are   called.   Students   evaluate   everything   they   make,   each   week.  
They   are   required   to   describe   the   texture,   flavour   and   appearance,   as   well   as   answer  
some   extra   questions.   Food   Technology   becomes   an   optional   subject   once   students  
reach   Year   8,   but   they   can   elect   to   do   it   all   the   way   through   to   Year   12.  
 

 
 

Materials   &   Technology  
 
In   Materials   and   Technology   students   learn   to   use   the   design   process   to   plan   and  
make   out   of   various   materials   such   as   wood,   metal,   plastics,   several   functional  
items.   Students   learn   about   safety   in   the   workshop   and   whilst   using   tools,   as   well   as  
how   to   look   after   the   equipment.   
   
Music   Program  
 
There   are   many   opportunities   for   Year   7   students   to   be   involved   in   music   at   Galen.   
In   the    Classroom   Music   Program    students   may   develop   performance   skills   using  
ukuleles,   guitars,   drum   kit   &   percussion,   keyboard   and   vocals.   They   are   also  
introduced   to   reading   and   writing   skills   allowing   them   to   have   a   basic   understanding  
of   written   music.   Students   learn   to   recognise   musical   instruments   and   many   other  
musical   characteristics   by   listening   to   and   analysing   a   wide   range   of   music.   
Every   two   years   students   have   the   opportunity   to   join   the    Instrumental   Concert  
Band   Program .   Depending   on   which   year   the   cycle   begins   students   may   either   be  
in   Year   7   or   Year   8   and   can   elect   to   learn   the   flute,   clarinet,   saxophone,   trumpet,  
trombone,   tuba,   bass   guitar   or   percussion   instruments.   Students   in   the   program  
learn   their   instrument   through   lessons   and   use   their   skills   to   rehearse   and   play   in   the  
Junior   Concert   Band.   Students   also   have   the   opportunity   to   take   lessons   on   violin,  
guitar   and   bass   guitar,   drums,   piano,   and   voice   with   private   teachers   or   can   join   the  
Galen   choir,   which   performs   regularly.   
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Drama  
 
Drama   is   an   exciting   subject.   It   gives   students   the   opportunity   to   take   on   different  
roles   as   various   characters   and   develop   their   public   speaking,   self   confidence   and  
organisational   skills.   Each   year   there   is   a   whole   school   production   and   a   Junior  
Production   for   students   in   Years   7,   8   &   9.   Anyone   can   audition   to   take   part   in   the  
production,   and   there   is   also   opportunities   to   help   out   backstage   with   lighting,   sets,  
props   and   music.   
 

 
 
 

Timetable  
 
Our   school   year   is   divided   into   two   semesters.   Semester   One   covers   Term   1   and  
Term   2.   Semester   Two   takes   in   Terms   3   and   4.   We   have   a   timetable   that   stretches  
over   two   weeks,   so   there   are   ten   school   days   in   our   timetable   cycle.   One   Monday  
will   be   different   to   the   next,   for   example.   Each   day   has   a   morning   Homeroom   and   six  
periods,   or   lessons,   which   run   for   52   minutes   each.   Recess   lasts   20   minutes   and  
starts   at   10.44am.   Lunch   time   starts   at   12.54pm   and   lasts   until   1.40pm.   There   are  
two   lessons   before   recess,   two   between   recess   and   lunch,   and   another   two   after  
lunch.   Wednesdays   are   slightly   different,   with   an   assembly   or   extended   homeroom  
before   recess   as   well.   
 
Some   subjects   are   best   taught   in   double   periods.   For   example,   Food   Technology,  
Visual   Communication   Design   and   P.E.   all   have   double   periods.   This   allows   for  
practical   work.   Other   subjects   have   single   lessons.   Maths   and   R.E.   are   two  
examples.   Students   in   the   Junior   School   do   not   have   study   periods.  
 
 

 
 
 

Canteen  
 
Our   Canteen   is   open   every   school   day   at   recess   and   lunch   time.   A   large   variety   of  
hot   and   cold   food   is   available,   ranging   from   fresh   fruit,   salad   wraps   and   rolls   to  
soups,   pies   and   focaccias.   There   is   increasing   emphasis   on   healthy   eating,   and   our  
Canteen   tries   hard   to   provide   appealing   food   and   snacks   that   are   low   in   fat,   sugar  
and   salt.   Windows   dedicated   to   junior   students   make   life   easier   for   the   smaller   and  
younger   students   to   purchase   in   comfort.   Food   is   sold   on   a   first   come   first   served  
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basis.   Students   can   also   order   their   lunches   before   school   or   at   recess,   to   guarantee  
that   their   preferred   items   are   still   available.   Ordering   is   simple.   A   student   just   writes  
his   or   her   order   on   a   paper   bag   at   recess,   and   the   food   will   be   ready   for   collection   at  
the   start   of   lunch   time.   The   Canteen   endeavours   to   sell   all   items   at   reasonable   prices  
and   parent   volunteers   help   keep   prices   down.   Mrs   Angela   Sampson   is   our   dedicated  
and   hard   working   Canteen   manager   with   her   team   of   assistants.  
 

 
 

Homework  
 
At   Galen,   we   believe   that   homework   is   an   important   part   of   school   life   and   student  
workload.   We   believe   that   a   student   will   struggle   to   succeed   in   secondary   school  
without   regular,   systematic   home   study.   As   well   as   set   assignments   and   exercises,  
careful   and   constant   revision   of   classwork,   plus   wide   reading   around   topics   being  
studied,   should   be   a   part   of   each   student’s   weekly   homework   program.    
Homework   is   a   very   important   part   of   learning.   It   gives   students   the   chance   to   build  
on   strengths   and   also   take   the   time   to   overcome   weaknesses.   Work   at   home   can  
give   a   student   the   chance   to   research,   to   practice   work   on   his   or   her   own,   to  
consolidate   learning   or   reflect   deeply.   It   teaches   students   to   be   organised   and   to  
make   choices   and   sacrifices.   In   Years   7   and   8,   we   expect   a   student   to   complete   half  
an   hour,   to   one   hour   of   work   at   home   five   nights   a   week.   
 

 

Absences  
 
Education   is   a   sequential   process.   Absences   often   mean   students   miss   important  
stages   in   the   development   of   topics.   ‘Catching   up’   can   be   difficult.   Absenteeism  
contributes   significantly   to   student   underachievement   at   school.   Students   are  
required   to   attend   school   unless   reasonable   and   valid   grounds   exist   for   them   to   be  
absent.   Parents   have   a   responsibility   to   ensure   that   their   children   attend   school  
regularly,   and   are   only   absent   if   ill   or   if   other   circumstances   make   it   absolutely  
necessary.   Absences   from   College   require   a   phone   call   from   a   parent   to   the  
Absentee   Hotline   –   57216322   or,   an   email   at:    absences@galen.vic.edu.au    or   a  
written   explanation   to   be   handed   in   at   the   office.   An   SMS   text   message   will   be   sent  
prior   to   12   noon   to   parents   who   have   a   child   at   school   without   parent   approval.   If   a  
prolonged   absence   is   expected,   the   school   will   make   every   attempt   to   supply  
relevant   and   useful   work   that   can   be   done   at   home.   Unexplained   or   inadequately  
explained   absences   will   be   followed   up   by   Homeroom   teachers.   Lateness   is   also  
discouraged.   Students   who   arrive   late   to   school   are   expected   to   report   directly   to  
the   College   office,   where   their   arrival   times   are   entered   into   the   attendance   system.  
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Habitual   lateness   is   also   followed   up.   Students   may   only   leave   the   school   grounds  
during   school   hours   if   they   have   written   permission/phone   call   from   a   parent   or  
guardian,   or   if   the   parent   comes   to   the   office   to   collect   the   child.    
 

 
 

Bus   Travel  
 
Travel   on   public   transport   or   contract   bus   is   available   for   Galen   students   in   the  
Wangaratta   area   and   surrounding   districts.   The   cost   of   transport   and   eligibility   for  
conveyance   allowance   are   governed   by   the   student’s   place   of   residence.  
 
A    Conveyance   Allowance    may   be   available   to   Galen   students   who   live   more   than  
4.8   km,   by   the   shortest   practical   route,   from   the   school.  
The   Conveyance   Allowance   is   used   to   assist   with   travel   costs   for   eligible   students  
who   are   unable   to   access   free   school   buses.   They   are   available   for:  

● Public   Transport   Travel   ‑   where   fares   are   fully   refunded;  
● Private   Car   Travel   ‑   where   a   distance-based   rate   is   paid   for   each   vehicle.  

(Please   note   that   a   conveyance   allowance   for   private   car   travel   is   not  
available   if   the   journey   could   have   been   made   using   either   a   free   school   bus  
or   a   public   transport   service.)   

 
Application   forms   for   Conveyance   Allowance   are   available   from   the   College’s   office.  
 
Enquiries   from   students   who   reside   within   Wangaratta’s   city   limits,   such   as   Town  
Bus   users,   should   direct   their   enquiries   to   Fallons   Bus   Lines,   on   5722   9255,   for  
information   on   timetables,   etc.   For   other   enquiries   in   regards   to   Conveyance  
services,   please   contact   Kim   Saunders   Galen   on   57216322.  
 
Where   Contract   Bus   Services   are   provided,   free   bus   travel   is   available   to   eligible  
students,   who   have   completed   the   appropriate   Application   form.   Contract   bus  
services   are   available   to   most   of   the   surrounding   districts   and   towns   around  
Wangaratta   if   Galen   is   the   nearest   Catholic   secondary   school   to   the   student’s  
residence.   For   details   of   contract   bus   routes,   the   townships   they   service,   timetables,  
and   any   other   information,   please   contact   the   Bus   Coordinator   at   Wangaratta   High  
School   on   5723   0519.  
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Composite   Levies   &   Fees  
 
Galen   Catholic   College   charges   a   Composite   Fee   which   is   comprised   of   a   Tuition  
Fee,   Core   and   Elective   subject   levies,   Camps   and   Excursion   levies   and   the   IT   levy.  
They   are   billed   in   full   to   families   on   an   annual   basis,   usually   at   the   commencement   of  
the   school   year.  
Composite   Fees   are   an   essential   component   of   the   total   funding   of   our   school.  
While   Commonwealth   and   State   Government   funding   provide   the   underlying  
financial   
support,   we   can   only   achieve   our   mission   and   vision   priorities   if   this   funding   is  
supplemented   by   income   generated   from   Composite   Fees.   At   present   State   and  
Commonwealth   funding   amounts   to   approximately   75%,   and   the   remaining   balance  
of   25%   predominantly   comes   from   our   Composite   Fees.   Subject   Levies,   both   core  
and   elective,   are   crucial   for   the   day   to   day   operation   of   the   school   and   the   effective  
delivery   of   the   curriculum.   These   levies   are   used   to   pay   for   resources   and   materials.  
Specific   areas   where   these   levies   are   applied   include   library   access,   provision   of  
learning   materials,   sports   and   leisure   activities,   equipment   use,   magazine,   locker  
use,   School   Care   Accident   Cover   Insurance,   and   other   consumable   learning  
resources   and   materials,   required   both   in   and   out   of   the   classroom.   Specifically  
included   and   supplied   to   each   student   in   Year   7,   the   compulsory   levies   include   a  
Scientific   Calculator   and   a   combination   padlock.   The   Camps   and   Excursions   levy  
includes   the   full   cost   of   all   excursions   and   camps   which   students   are   required   to  
participate   in.   The   IT   levy   is   used   to   cover   the   cost   for   each   student   using   Galen’s   
Information   Technology   facilities.   It   includes   intranet   and   internet   access,   email   and  
e-learning   facilities,   printing   (black   and   white   and   colour)   and   other   resources  
required   to   maintain   existing   hardware   and   associated   software   in   good   working  
order.  
The   2020   Composite   Fee   is   to   be   used   as   an   indicative   guide   for   the   2021  
Composite   Fee.   The   2021   fee   structure   will   be   finalised   in   October   2019.  
For   2020,   the   Year   7   Composite   Fee   is   $3970.00.   This   amount   includes:   Tuition   Fee,  
Compulsory   Levies,   Camps   &   Excursions   Levy   and   an   IT   Levy.   Composite   Fees,   or  
any   of   its   components,   are   generally   not   refundable   due   to   non-attendance   at   a  
specific   activity   or   camp,   however   where   a   student   leaves   (exits)   the   school,   or  
commences   part   way   through   a   school   year,   a   pro-rata   calculation   will   be   made,  
with   a   corresponding   adjustment   to   the   Composite   Fee.   Where   families   believe   they  
may   struggle   with   the   payment   of   Composite   Fees,   through   financial   hardship,   or  
other   special   circumstances,   they   are   encouraged   to   contact   the   school   and   make  
an   appointment   with   the   Business   Manager   in   the   first   instance   to   discuss   other  
possible   payment   arrangements,   together   with   looking   at   what   allowances  
/concessions   might   be   available.   Note,   such   discussions   and/or   arrangements   will  
be   treated   with   utmost   discretion   and   in   strict   confidence.   In   addition   to   the  
Composite   Fee   is   a   Laptop   Fee   of   $400.00.   This   fee   assists   in   supporting   the   school  
to   facilitate   the   contemporary   learning   needs   of   our   students.  
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2019   Year   7   Testimonials  
 
I   felt   really   welcome   at   Galen   and   realised   that   there   were   a   lot   of   kids   that   were   new  
here   too   so   I   didn’t   feel   that   alone.   I’d   like   to   think   I’ve   made   a   lot   of   new   friends   but  
it’s   just   getting   to   the   point   where   I’m   really   getting   to   know   them.  
Will   Gourlay  
 
 
The   learning   spaces   are   comfortable   and   very   organised   for   people   our   age.   The  
learning   tasks   are   really   good   because   there   is   so   much   to   learn   that   you   can’t   go  
wrong.  
Cameron   Cooper  
 
 
The   learning   tasks   are   very   different   to   primary   school   because   we   didn’t   do   any  
assignments   and   there   are   many   more   subjects.   I   have   enjoyed   learning   new  
subjects   and   making   new   friends.   
Emilee   Bell  
 
 
The   first   few   weeks   at   Galen   have   been   great.   On   the   first   day   I   felt   a   little   worried  
about   getting   around   and   meeting   new   people.   Now   that   I’ve   met   some   new   people  
and   made   some   new   friends   I’ve   been   much   more   comfortable.  
Amilie   Griffin  
 
 
I   have   really   enjoyed   making   new   friends,   I   went   from   2   to   7   in   a   matter   of   days   and  
I’m   still   meeting   more.   I   do   feel   welcome   at   Galen   and   the   teachers   are   very  
supportive.   
Grace   Jenkins  
 
I   really   like   the   classrooms   and   the   whole   school.   I   am   going   pretty   good   with   the  
work   and   have   enjoyed   seeing   my   friends   from   other   schools.   I   have   made   lots   of  
new   friends   like   Jimmy.   I   really   like   Galen.  
Noah   Hall  
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Enrolment   Timeline  
 
There   are   several   key   dates   in   Galen’s   enrolment   timeline:   
 

1. Parent   Information   Night:    Wednesday   4th   March   2020   at   7.00pm  
 

2. School   Tours   -   see   Galen   in   action:   
9.15am   &   1.50pm   on   March   5th,   6th,   10th,   11th   and   12th  
Evening   tours   also   on   March   10th,   11th   and   12th   at   5.00pm  

 
3. Book   a   Tour:    School   Tour   bookings   can   be   booked   online   from   Monday   9th  

December   2019:  
● www.schoolinterviews.com.au    Login   code:    3jysf  
● Or   contact   the   school   Registrar,   Mardi   Mogford  

○ Phone:   03   5723   8304  
○ Email:    Mardi.Mogford@galen.vic.edu.au  

 
4. Enrolment   forms   due   at   the   College   Office:    March   13th   2020   

 
5. Enrolment   Interviews   will   be   held   late   in   Term   1   and   early   in   Term   2    once  

enrolment   applications   have   been   received.   Interviews   can   be   booked   online  
from   Monday   2nd   March   2020.   Book   an   interview   at:   

● www.schoolinterviews.com.au    Login   code:    79sp7  
 

6. Mid   Term   2   offers   for   a   position   in   Year   7   2021,   mailed   out.  
 

7. Grade   6   into   Year   7   Testing   Day   (date   to   be   announced)   
 

8. Orientation   Day   December   (date   to   be   announced)  
 

9. Transition   Days   (dates   to   be   announced)  
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Where   to   get   more   information  
 
Head   of   Junior   School:   
Mrs   Wendy   Chuck   
Wendy.Chuck@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
Registrar/Junior   School   Administrator   
Mrs   Mardi   Mogford   
Mardi.Mogford@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
Year   7   Learning   Leader:   
Mr   Dan   Green   
Daniel.Green@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
Year   7   Pastoral   Wellbeing   Leader:   
Mrs   Jennie   Annett   
Jennie.Annett@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
Year   8   Learning   Leader:  
Mr   Jonas   Anderberg   
Jonas.Anderberg@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
Year   8   Pastoral   Wellbeing   Leader:  
Mrs   Lyndel   Annett   
Lyndel.Annett@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
Year   9   Learning   Leader:  
Mr   Rob   Spencer   
Robert.Spencer@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
Year   9   Pastoral   Wellbeing   Leader:  
Mr   Tom   Anson   
Tom.Anson@galen.vic.edu.au  
 
 

23  
Year   7   2021   Information   Guide  
 

mailto:Wendy.Chuck@galen.vic.edu.au
mailto:Mardi.Mogford@galen.vic.edu.au
mailto:Daniel.Green@galen.vic.edu.au
mailto:Jennie.Annett@galen.vic.edu.au
mailto:Jonas.Anderberg@galen.vic.edu.au
mailto:Lyndel.Annett@galen.vic.edu.au
mailto:Robert.Spencer@galen.vic.edu.au
mailto:Tom.Anson@galen.vic.edu.au


College Street, Wangaratta
PO Box 630 Wangaratta Vic 3676

Phone: 03 5721 6322
Web: www.galen.vic.edu.au

Email: christianname.surname@galen.vic.edu.au


